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To little longing miſcellany ab. . 
ſpires to the ſingular praiſe of being: 1 
beneath all crmvicilm 4 "Wo OY 


| For who would break a fy upon t the wheel? 


It is, in MED Y inftances, a mere - 


ſcript of literary chit=chat, ſent to the 
preſs in the original careleſs and un- 


ſtudied expreſſion. Horace Walpole 
was not one of thoſe who regard con- 


yerſation as an exerciſe of gladiatorial 
talents, or who ſtudy moral maxims, 
and arrange bons-mots, to be intro- 
duced. into future colloquies. Com- 
You I. FFF gs plete 
ary 


* 


1 PREFACE. 3 
plete eaſe and careleſſneſs he del 1 
as the chief charms of converſation. 


To have employed therefore a more 


elevated ſtyle, or more formal arrange- 1 
ment, in theſe trifling Pages, would 
have been ſo far from an improvement, : 1 
that it would have deſtroyed their ge- 
nuine effect. Buffon has remarked, 
that a man's clothes are a part of the Þ 
individual animal, and paſs into the 1 
| idea of the character. As this work 
walks forth in deſbabille, it will afford 3 
a more faithful reſemblance, than jf 
tit were pranked in velvet and 2 = 

5 lace. D 


I criticiſm can be at to ſuch a | 
eee as the preſent, it muſt pro- 
ceed upon a juſt idea of its feeble na- 


ture, and beſitating pretenſions. lt 
cannot be eſtimated as a nen 3 
1 duction: po: | 


dos bee novimus er nibil, _ 1 


| PRBFACE. | oY 


11 Ir miſt be weighed ſolely as a tran- 
| | ſcript of converſation, which may be 
both amuſing and inſtructive, and yet 
never aſpire to the reſearch, ſelection, 
and arrangement, ny" for the 1 
public ear. 


This apology may be meide for | 


1 the editor's diſregard of any plan, or 
connexion of parts, in the preſent 

; -miſcellany, which contains anecdotes, 
: remarks, letters, &c. &c. juſt as wey -- 5 
f | were regiſtered, or happened to ſtart 
from memory, or from the drawer, It 
would have been a matter of flight 


toil to have arranged the whole under 


diſtinct heads, had not the abſence of 


art, and the want of order, been con- 
fidered as charms of the landſcape, 


. Maxima eft ars celare artem : but here, 


as no art was required, there was none 
to be concealed. The native graces 


would only have been "hy by the | 
Y heavy labour of * 5 
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2 n our r language | it is believed thee + 


is only one legitimate collection of this 
kind, the Table Talk of Selden—and x 
the form and ſize of theſe little vo- = 
jumes are calculated to be arranged by 9 9 
the curious on the ſame ſhelf, Buff 
N from the date of Luther's Table Talk 
(Which might admit of an intereſting 
abſtract), down to the lateſt French J 
Ana, ſuch productions bave always 3 
been conſidered as altars erected to 3 
| merit, as chief teſtimonies of literary 1 
: eſteem. And fo exuberant were Mr. 
| Walpole s mental riches, in the ready 1 
| Caſh of anecdote, wit, judicious re- 
mark, epiſtolary elegance, that his | 
warmeſt or coldeſt triends need not 
| tremble at this publication of his col- 
loquial ſentiments, | When the idea 
was ſuggeſted, his modeſty declined it, 
on the ground of the non- importance 
(as he always inſiſted) of his literary 
character: but he furniſhed the editor 
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4 vith many anecdotes, &c. in his e own 

hand- writing; and as the ſecret was 
buried in the editor's boſom, Mr. Wal- 
pole himſelf muſt have mentioned it 
to one or two, for, in a letter to Dr. 


Warton, be juſtly ridicules the idea 5 


ol his undertaking ſuch a work himſelf. 
Julius Czſar and Tacitus made col 5 
lections of the pointed ſayings of 
others; but it is no wonder that the 
idea of his preſerving his own ſhould 
have appeared abſurd to a mind ſo re- 
plete with a ſenſe of decorum and pro- 
priety. As the deſign was of neceſſity 


poſtbumous, delicacy on the one fide, 
and modeſty on the other, prevented 
its being mentioned above once or 


twice; and the only alluſion to it in 
his letters, is in that of Auguſt 1789, 
do not want you to throw a few 15 
daiſies on my grave,” & c. , 
Several ſpecimens of this miſcel- 0 


A 3 lany 


„%% „(„ 
lany have already appeared in one of 
our beſt literary journals“, and have 
been favourably received. It is hoped 
the work, now publiſhed complete, 
vuoill meet with equal candour. A few 
other anecdotes may perhaps ariſe to 
memory, or be communicated by 
others; but i in no caſe ſhall the pre- 
ſent form of two ſmall volumes be e- 
ceeded. The editor | of the Menagiana. . 
to one ſmall volume, firſt publiſhed, i 
added by degrees three others, conſiſt- 
ing moſtly of compilations of his own, | 3 
a mixture juſtly to be reprobated. 2 
| Feet, however anxious the probity | 
bodl an editor may be, in a collection of 
this kind, depending much on exact- 


nes of memory, it is impoſſible to 
avoid miſtakes. A tale told fifteen 
3 | Years ago, may innocently be aſcribed . 


to a wrong perſon; or an expreſſion 
| miſtated. Such unintentional lapſes 


The Sy i 1 
the 
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he ber will forgive; nor will be, i 1 


is hoped, be inclined to blame a few 


excurſions, uſual in the French Ana, 

= the introduction of ſhort papers, quo- 

1 rations, &c. only referred to, or filently 

read over, in the real conferences. 

Such a latitude has always been allow- 
ed in miſcellanies of this denomina- 
tion, as tending to enrich and varie- | 

| gue the original matter r. 


Some of the letters are very brief. 7 


and unimportant; but Mr. Walpole's 
_ epiſtolary ſtyle was ſo graceful, that 
even fragments of it become valuable; 
and the reader's curioſity may be oc- 


caſionally as much gratified by a ſhort 


S note from ſuch a pen, as by a finiſhed ; 
= epiſtle. To borrow a metaphor from 
his favourite — che lighteſt ſketch | 


Mr. Walpole himſelf bs 1 too much 0 | 


| pats eee 
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by a maſter- painter will always be 


75 highly valued by connoiſſeurs. N 
Ol the anecdotes, &c. many, per- 


haps all, may have been heard from 


Mr. Walpole's mouth, by numerous 


other friends beſides the editor. As to 43 
apophthegms and jeſts, ſo few have pre- 
_ tenſions to real novelty, that ſome of 


the freſheſt in our daily papers may be 


found in Plutarch and Hierocles. In 
ſuch baubles the manner and election _ 


are chiefly to be noted; the gold may 1 
be as old as Adam, but the fabric con- = 
ſtitutes it a modern toy. — 
Mr. Walpole. made Gly een 5 43 
viſits to Paris, and paſſed ſo much of 
his time in che firſt companies there; 
he was beſides fo fond of French man- 
ners, and French books; that a con- 


ſiderable ſhare of his converſation was 
occupied with anecdotes of that ſoil. 


Hence the number of this deſcription i 


- = 


to be found in ihe + prifent: compilation; : 
f many of which, no doubt, may exiſt 
ö in French publications, as a bon-· mot 
is never loſt in that country; and ſome 
1 | he may have repeated from recent | 
4 reading. I 
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HORACE WALPOLE, 
EARL. or ORFORD. | 


; Hu this ant writer, wh united the. 
good-ſenſe of Fontenelle with the attic ſalt: | 
and graces of Count Antony Hamilton, com- 
poſed memoirs of his own life, an example 
nauthoriſed by eminent names ancient and 
modern, every other pen muſt have been 

dropped in deſpair. But his literary modeſty 
was invincible: his efforts as an author he al- 

ways undervalued; and in plain truth, inde- 
pendently of this character, his life would 


hae 
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5 have afforded few and barren materials. | Ar 
idle life muſt always be a dull one, in every | 
: ſenſe, „ N 


Nor need it be concealed that, like Gray 


TT the poet, he was averſe to the degraded impu- | 
tation of being an author. By ſoliciting mock _ = 
_ ſubſcriptions for works, never, thank heaven! 5 1 
do be publiſhed, and by other mean and de- 885 1 
vious devices, the character of author had, 2 
about the time of his birth, incurred conſi- 
derable contempt. The faſhion. of the court, 
under the firſt and ſecond George, muſt alfo 

have had its weight with a young man of fa- 
ſhion, the ſon of their favourite miniſter ; and 1 
one ſuch expreſſion as that of tue late Duke 
of Cumberland to the late Mr. Gibbon *, 5 23 
would have effectually ſtifled all Mr. Wal- 


pole's literary exertions. 


In another point of view, the a of 


author was beneath Mr. Walpole's preten- 5 
ſions. Ancient pedigree, high birth from a 
family to which nobility was the. more dear : 


* Soon after Gibbon publiſhed h his laſt 3 he. at- ; 


tended at the duke's levee, who ſaluted him with this elegant 
flattery, «What! Mr. Gibbon, ſtill ſcribble, ſcribble 2” e 


* 
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as it was the recent reward of ſuperior; merit, = 
1 continual motion in the firſt ſpheres of life, 


the reſpect and deference paid to his father 


: 4 and fainily by all the pride and all the wealth 
in the land, were conſiderations which few Fs 
minds could have overcome; ; and it is no 


wonder that the very name of Walpole was 
conſidered as an inalienable inheritance of 
fame, which the dubious celebrity of an an-_ 
thor might have endangered, but could not 
have increaſed. The whig ariſtocracy, to 
which Mr. Walpole belonged, never yielded 


to the tory ariſtocracy in the claims of family _ 


pride and ambition: the favourite idol, Power, 
was equally adored by both; the radical dif. 
ference was on what pedeſtal to place it, on 
popular liberty, or popular ſlavery. Mr. Wal- 
pole's faſhionable life, and repeated reſidences 5 


at Paris, foſtered theſe inborn ideas; and the 


celebrity of lineage continued, unſuſpectedly, 
to maintain a weight far ſuperior to the mean 
and modern glory of talents. 
But, as Voltaire told Congreve, % Had you | 
been only a private gentleman, I ſhould have 
one this viſit, which ariſes ſolely from your 


fame 8 
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fame as an author,” ſo Mr. Walpole's birth | 
and death might have been limited to a mo- 


numental inſcription, if his Mrxp had noet 
opened a path to a ſuperior emanation of 


fame. By this immortal claim, he, who 
might have ſlumbered in a peerage, aſpires to . 


a nich in the Biographia Britannica; if a 


lively writer, wearing his own hair, may 

have any claim among the frizzled wigs of 
_ **o many Famous * Nen, hierarchic and ; 
-preſbyterian. ES 
"Horace Walpole 1 was ay” in . year 8 


77 17173 - the month and day may be traced in 1 N 
ſome one of the peerages, by any idle perſonn 
who has got ſuch books. A ſingular alliance 


I.  _- joined his father, a decided whig, with the x 
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daughter of John Shorter, Eſq. the ſon of 
Sir John Shorter, arbitrarily appointed mayor 
of London by the ſpecial favour of James II. 


Horace was the third, and youngeſt, ſon of 


this marriage. On the death of this his firſt 
: wiſe, Sir Robert Walpole wedded . 


8 Al men famous in their eue, foys Holy 
"Writ. | | N \ | 
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| 1 | Skeet, who bore only - a | davghter, Lady | 


1 N | ſchool paſted the firſt literary | 
T tinge to the mind of Horace Walpole, who 
here formed his acquaintance with Gray the 


poet, a name ever to be eminent, while ge- 


nius and literature are revered by mankind. 5 
About the year 1734 both proceeded to com- 
plete their education at Cambridge. Mr. 
Walpole was of King's College; and his 


3 verſes in mem ory of Henry VI. the founder, 


4 dated Feb. 1738, may be regarded as his firſt . 
j production, and n no unfavourable omen 1 of his 
future abilities. | 


now arrived at majority, was appointed i in- 
ſpector · general of the exports and imports; a 
place which he ſoon after exchanged for the 
{inecure office of uſher of the Exchequer, worth 
three thouſand pounds a year. Other poſts 
ſoon followed, to the further annual amount 
of ſeventeen hundred pounds, his father being | 


* | ſtill in the plenitude of his power. 


Not inclining to enter ſo early into poli- 


6 1 men 


In the ſummer of that year, Mr. Walpole, - 


veal n and E life, he pre- 


_ 3 — — ——ů — —— bo 
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vailed on | his father to permit him. to travel (9H 
abroad for a few years. Mr. Gray was in- 1 
duced to accompany him. They left England 5 
in March 1739, and proceeded to France and 
1 Upon their return, in May 1741, a 


_ diſpute aroſe at Reggio, on their route from 


Florence to Venice. Mr. Walpole liberally | 2 
aſſumed the blame: but Mr. Gray was cer- 5 
tainly not the moſt pleaſant of companions; 
aud his peculiarities, though thoſe of a man 


of great genius and erudition, were haughty, Þ 
Lo impatient, and intolerant of the pecu= 


| liarities of others. The conſcious indepen- 


_ dence, the inborn pride of talents, are often \ | 


| moſt unfortunate to their poſſeſſors; while 


1 torpid, pliant, and even-tempered dulneſs | 
ll , - {ſhakes its head at the folly of wiſdom. Ex- 


cept a man abandon ſociety, no talents can 


render him independent of its forms; and s 


Mr. Walpole was, in every point of view, in- 
titled to great deference from Mr, Gray, 
_ whoſe temper was more inclined to expect com- 
pliance, than to pay it. If at the ſame time 
ue reflect that Mr. 8557 had then no wreath 
of fame, we muſt leave his future reputation 
Fon Fra e E 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. xvii 


A out of the eſtimate. . In any other ſimilar 

"i | caſe we ſhould have faid, © Here is a man 

A | travelling in the higheſt ſtyle, at the expence | 

4 of another, whoſe ſplendor he ſhares; in- 

raoduced by him to courts and princes; in 
4 | ſhort, ſo much elevated, that his head be- 1 05 
comes giddy, ſo that he quarrels for ſome 

TT trifle with his liberal benefactor; and, by the SY 

in temper of an hour, forfeits his favour for 

ute, and ruins all his own reaſonable expecta- 

tions.” There can, indeed, be no doubt that, 

had i it not been for this idle indulgence of his —_ 

own haughty temper, Mr. Gray would im- 

mediately on his return have received, as 

uſual, a penſion or office from Sir Robert 

8 Walpole: and it is probable that ſome peeviſh 

ex preſſion, of contempt of any ſuch remu- | 
neration, placed an inſuperable bar- betwixt : 

; WE him and his friend's intentions. 

= To leave theſe painful reflections on the 
W weakneſs of a man of talents, Mr. Walpole, 

| upon his return, appears as member of parlia- 

ment for Callington in Cornwall; and in 

March 1742 he made an animated ſpeech in 

defence of his father, when a committee of 

Vor. J. JFF ſeerecy : 
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5 ereey was agitated, f in order to examine the 
conduct of the miniſter. He ſeems, however, 
to have been diſſatisfied with his own powers 
of oratory, as he was afterwards a filent ſe- 4 
| nator, though his political exiſtence conti- | 
nued, as member for Caſtle Riſing in Norfolk "I 
In 1747, and for King's Lynn in 1754 and 
1761. His „ Counter-Addreſs to the Pub- 

lic, on the late Diſmiſſion of a General 
Officer (Conway), appeared in 1764. That 
general enjoyed the particular intimacy of 1 
Mr. Walpole, as a friend and relation, for: a 
long ſeries of years, as appears from the large 
correſpondence lately publiſhed, The ſcene 
of politics was cloſed, in 1767. by a letter 
addreſſed to the Mayor of Lynn, announcing 
the intention of retiring from parliament, 
The chief heads of this maſculine epiſtle are, 


that a warm conteſt was apprehended, in con- 


ſequence of miniſterial corruption, which he 


fears . will end in the ruin of this conſtitu- 
tion and country ;*' and that he wiſhed to 


| Preſerve the peace of the borough, which he 
had repreſented in two parliaments, without 
: eltcring, « or n aſked for, the ſmalleſt gra- 


tification 


x 
639 
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'Y viication by any one of his conſtituenn; that, . 
1 | after having ſitten above five-and- twenty 


years in parliament, he can ſafely ſay, that he 


bas never aſked nor received a perſonal favour 


from any miniſter, but has been guided ſolely | 
by the principles of the revolution, which 
placed the preſent family on the throne. x 


Though Mr. Walpole thus cloſed his pub. 
lic part in politics, yet he continued to be 
Z conſulted by the leaders of oppoſition, a diſ- 


tinction due to his name, age, and experience. 


A | He is believed to have approved, if not ad- 
viſed, the noted coalition of North and Fox. 


But he never ſuffered ſelf-intereſt to interfere : 
on ſuch occafions; he was a firm and ſteady 
ſupporter of the cauſe of freedom, till the 


French revolution, or  ſubverſi fon, as Mr. Gib- | 5 
bon emphatically ſtyles it in his poſthumous _ 
works, ſhook and embroiled all the former 


opinions of mankind. The decree for the 


abolition of nobility conſpired with his own _ 


acceſſion to the peerage of Orford, to excite a 


decided enmity againſt that revolution; and 


inſenſibly againſt its pretence of freedom. 


An old man of leventy-three could ſcarcely 


* . be 


Ine — eo — 2 
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be expected to ſacrifice all his former idee to 
thoſe new and untried experiments; and even 
a democrat, if he poſſeſs common e L 
will not blame the Earl of Orford for ſhel- 
| tering his aged laurels under the Royal Oak. 
: The progreſs of his ideas on this occaſion 
may be the more eaſily traced, if we reflect 
that, from the firſt, he ſhewed a cordial con- 
tempt of Rouſſeau, and the other French 
5 philsſophes, ſo much revered by the revolu- 
tioniſts: accuſtomed to eſtimate man by his 
only real flandards, of hiſtory and experience, 
he abhorred the extravagant ignorance of 
their theories, and their. mad attempts to 
unite the totally diſcordant principles of rea- 
ſon and atheiſm. Himſelf a rational and ex- 
perimental philoſopher, he preferred an old 
5 ſyſtem under which many nations had flou- 
| | riſhed, to theories beautiful in appearance, 
but which might lead to deſtruction. A plain 
| houſe, on a ſolid ſoil, was juſtly eſteemed 
more comfortable than a palace on a land of 


earthquakes. He always thought a monarch 


' neceſſary to public freedom, qu m gratior 
5 libertas quam ſub rege pio: but, on the other 


af 


2 
3 
x 
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NV hand, he regarded public liberty as the chief 
ornament and ſecurity of the throne, which = 
3 deſpotiſm might render odious, and even en- 
IT danger its fall. Thoſe ſelf- intereſted ſyco- 
phants, commonly ſtyled friends of a king. 
IF were by Mr. Walpole execrated as his chief 
and moſt decided foes. His politics were, 
WF like his religion, moderate and rational, not 
F enthuſiaſtic. He at all times hated democracy, 
which he conſidered as a theory too refined 
for human nature; and ſubordination of ranks 
was with him the golden chain of Homer. 
1 Human life he viewed as a ſeries of unavoid- 
A able errors and paſſions, founded on deceitful : 
= appearances, moral and phyſical : he did nor F 
cChooſe to anatomiſe his miſtreſs, nor to uſe 
; 1 truth as an inſtrument of torment and diſor- 
der. With him there remained no doubt 
that the maſs of mankind were, of abſolute 
neceſſity, doomed to ignorance; and that the 
new mirrors of reaſon might dazzle the popu- 
Jace by a few flaſhing beams, but never could 
diſtribute a regular, continual light. He 
highly approved a ſaying of Gibbon to the 
, 6 ' Thoſe tenets may make the peo- 
„„ by ple 
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ple giddy, but cannot enlighten or invigorate 

them. You or I may venture on a ſingle 
| glaſs of liqueur; but what would be the con- 
5 ſequence if we opened N of it to the | 
= people in the ſtreet ? = 
So much for Mr. Walpole' 8 babe opi- 
KO nions, which form an eſſential part of his bio- 


1 1 . graphy: : and to have omitted them, even in 


tis feeble ſketch, might have been conſi- 
dered as a parallel abſurdity to that of Mallet, 
who is ſaid to have written the life of Bacon, 


85 without reflecting that he was a philoſopher. 


Mr . Walpole” s purſuits, as a connoiſſeur, 
and as a man of 1 remain to be con- 
f ow. | . 

In 1747 he cb a {mall tenement at 


Sen deb Al near Twickenham, which 


he afterwards altered and enlarged in the Go- 
thic taſte of building; and crowded the apart- 
ments with ſuch a profuſion of paintings and 
_ curioſities, ancient and modern, that it may 


EY be regarded as one of the moſt intereſting re- 


ſidences in England. His fortune, unin- 
_ cumbered with matrimonial expences, or fa- 
ſhionable e enabled him to erect 
5 moſt 
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W walls being very flight, and the roof not the 
W moſt ſecure in heavy rains; but in viewing 


| built in 1753; the gallery, round tower, 
| great cloiſter, and cabinet, in 1560 and 1761; „ ; 
dot to mention later additions. 


at Old Windſor were prior in order of time, | 


| veral parts of Strawberry. hill which belong 5 
do the religious, and others to the caſtellated 


1 WT form of Gothic architecture. But ſuch is 
> WH the general effect, that pleaſure. ſuperſedes | 
t- me and criticiſm wiſhes to be de- ; 
xd WY ceived. : 


In 1757 Mr. Walpole here 3 a 
printing preſs; the firſt publication being the 
two ſublime odes of Gray, with whom he 
had renewed his acquaintance in 1744 „ 

8 5 Their ä 


. The name of the bet printer, 1 1 foppoſey was s William. | 
5 * e an | 


1 a 00 lindeble monument of his love of ts ; 
arts. He uſed to term it a paper houſe, the 985 


the apartments, particularly the magnificent 
gallery, all ſuch ideas vaniſhed in admiration. — 
The library, and the dining parlour, were 


I know not if Mr. Bateman' 8 monaſtery = 


but it has more uniformity of deſign. Not 
to mention minute diſcordances, there are ſe- 
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Their ſubſequent letters, indeed, beſpcak 5 6 
complete intimacy. The next publications 
were the tranſlation of a part of Hentzner's . 
Travels — and Mr. Walpole's Catalogue of BH 
Royal and Noble Authors, and Fugitive BH 
Pieces. So early as 1747 he had appeared as WW 
an author, i in the Ades Walpolianæ, or de- | 
| ſcription of his father's houle at ene 
in Norfolk. Z 
-— a of the Strawberry-hill publi- 
5 cations will be found in che Appendix to 
theſe volumes. But, in eſtimating Mr. Wal-. E- 
| pole's literary character, it becomes indiſpen- 1 
ſible to offer a brief review of his . your: ; 
ductions. Le, = 
His poetry foldom ia TWO the idling 1 | 
burt has ſeveral forcible lines, and elegant turns 
of expreſſion. Theſe remarks are confined Wl 
to his Fugitive Pieces, for in the Myſterious Wl 

| Mother he aſpires to the praiſe of real genius, 3 
8 39 the e. NT and ene E 


Robinſon, who appears i in 4 Sends 's Parallel, aft s. H. 1758, 
The Jaſt printer was Mr. Kirgate, whoſe modeſt merit was 
ſupplanted in Lord Orford's will af N n. as 
| OP happens, Fo 


7 language; 
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Gn: bya Mkilful anatomy of the hu- . 


man heart and paſſions; and by a ſtriking ' 


= . which OR and animates the = 
© | In the fame clan may bs limated the 5 
Caſtle of Otranto, which, however, has ra- 


ther the wildneſs of Salvator Roſa, than the : - 


grand genius of Michael Angelo. It raiſes 
expectations which are not gratified—one 
reads it once one is diſappointed, and returns 
to it no more. It has nevertheleſs the merit 
of originality ; ; and, if the ſpectres raiſed ſome 


WWF times injure the magician, they at leaſt prove 
dme power of his art. Two objections have 


been ſtarted, that it firſt appeared as a literary 
forgery, as a tranſlation from the Italian by 
oue Marſhall; and that it led the way to 
many wild romances that have followed. 
1. If a literary forgery pervert no real fact _ 
in n hiſtory or antiquities, but be merely cal- 
culated to pleaſe the reader, in the paths of 
poetry and romance, it is innocent. A rigid 


cenſor, at a time when he | is perhaps himſelf 


| indulging in “ hatred, malice, and all uncha- 1 
ritableneſs, ſhould ſeriouſly examine whether 
en hee R 5 8 
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the . be not more noxious than the 
offence. In the Spectator, No. 542, the 
reader r may conſult Mr. Addiſon's vindication 
of ſuch innocent frauds: and the morality of . 
Addiſon may be conſidered as the reflection 
fy of a moſt clear and unſtained mirror. 


vels, or repreſentations of real life, are pre- 
| ferable to romances, or pictures of an ima- 
ginary exiſtence. This it denied. Novels, 
both in France and England, have proved a al 
public bane, deſtructive of female duties and 
morals, ſubverſive of every idea of the dull 4 
realities of life: and calculated, by falſe pic- 


_ exiſtence. While life itſelf preſents ſo many 
cares and pangs, the mind, inſtead of being 
prepared to bear them with fortitude, is diſ- 
| ſolved in imaginary ſenſibilities—novels im- 
| part a kind of new ſenſe of things, which 
| ſenſe of things, as it never can be gratified, 
zs an infallible path to miſery, is the grand 
ſecret of being unhappy. Pages might be 
written on this topic; but it is far from the 


— 
s 3 ̃ —y„l 2 — —„— — 


. The other objection ſuppoſes that no- 


tures of viſionary happineſs, to excite diſcon- 


tent at the actual and trivial ſcenes of human 


. 5 "0. 
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| preſent. intention . cenſure all novels. | 
Many are exquiſite compoſitions for minds 
already formed; and a few may even be en- 
WS truſted to unſkilful youth. Romances, on 
Ws the contrary, as they depict no ſcenes of real 
1 life, can never miflead. Young minds may 55 
ſeek, and find where they do not exiſt, cruel 8 
W fathers, harſh huſbands and brothers, dying 
ſwains, innocent adulteries, &c. &c.; ; 
Z | even infancy will rarely believe in flying 5 
W horſes, magical palaces, and all the unſub- _ 
ſtantial fabric of romance. The one is ſtu- 
died and revolved, as a real delineation * 
life ; while the other, far too wild for any 888 
ſuch ſuppoſition, only ſtrikes for a moment, 
lie the unreal creations of a magical lan- 
? | thorn. Romance preſents a cup of ſlight and 
© | momentary intoxication, while the other 


bor life. 
MM briefly conbering Mr. Walpole” s other 
proſe works, the Catalogue of Royal and 
Noble Authors firſt eſtabliſhed his reputa- 
tion, as a moſt agreeable collector of anec- 
dotes. 11 is, however, often inaccurate and 
— Incomplete. . 


holds a philtre that Grange the imagination 85 5 


e 
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: incomplete. | In treating antiquarian labels 
extreme accuracy is required; and extreme 
accuracy is unattainable, except by extenſive 
reading, and ſedulous labour. Faſhionable 
. company, and luxurious eaſe, are not ſchools. 

of accuracy; and the © Hiſtoric Doubts con- 
cerning Richard III. wa preſent melancholy 
proofs. of this truth. Even in the recent 
anecdotes of the Memoires de Grammont, 
Mr. Walpole ſometimes embroiled his author ” 
by radical miſtakes. © 
| Thoſe works of Mr. Walpole, which will | 
| probably be reprinted for centuries to come, 
aare his Letters, The Myſterious Mother, 

. and The Anecdotes of Painting in England. 

If the metaphor be not quaint, the laſt may 
be conſidered as the baſis of his column of 
celebrity, the letters as the ſhaft, the tragedy 
as a finiſhed capital. The amiable cafe, and 

playful elegance, the ſtriking expreſſion, 

ready ſenſe, and graceful turns of his lan- 
guage, were ſingularly . to bs Tamas. | 

| correſpondence. Fg 


In our eſtimate of thoſe works, which have 


5 ſurvived expiring generations, and withſtood 


tk 
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the ſhock of diſcordant centuries, utility 


goes hand in hand with genius. The uſeful 


page of the ancient compiler is placed on the 5 
ſame ſhelf of antiquity, with the original 
creation of talent. Pliny's Natural Hiſtory, 
for example, the amazing compilation of "8 
man of rank, of a buſy ſtateſman, is revered _ 
as a claſſical production, as an exuberant 
treaſure of ancient knowledge. A modern 
author needs never heſitate to reſt his chief 
fame on ſo uſeful a compilation as the Anec- 
dotes of Painting i in England. It is true the 
materials were chiefly collected by Vertue, 

as thoſe of Voltaire's Hiſtoire Generale were 
by a Benedictine 5 monk. . Private curioſity 5 
may collect materials, and form plans: the 
merit lies in offering them to general uſe; 
the perpetual praiſe in ſecuring t their pays: 


tual exiſtence. 


inſtr active beok, but has a national merit, in 


\ 


* 


Even in this work a few * chiefly 
chronological, might be corrected; but they 
are ſo few, that the work will ever be pe- 
ruſed with delight, even by the moſt learned 
reader, It is not only an entertaining and 


nn | 
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exntribating to revive e and encourage a bene. 
ral taſte for the fine arts. 


In the fourth volume of this. Interefling 


production appeared the Eſſay on modern 
Gardening, written in 1770. The editor 
= Tuggefted to Mr. Walpole a ſingular paſſage 
in Tacitus, which loudly indicates Nero as 
the founder of this new art. Mr. Walpole 

8 ſeemed much ſtruck with it, and ſaid he 

7 would inſert it in the next edition ; but he 
Changed his mind, probably not liking ſuch 
| a founder. Yet, if poſterity find a famine 
ariſe from the extent of our artificial waters, : 
and foreſts, and delicious deſerts, created at 
the expence of unpictureſque corn- fields, 
Nero may perhaps reclaim his honours. The 
paſſage is ſhort. 4 Ceterum Nero uſus eſt 
patriæ ruinis, extruxitque domum, in quo 
haud perinde gemmæ et aurum miraculo 
eſſent, ſolita pridem et luxu vulgata, quam 


arva, et ſtagna; et, in modum ſolitudinum, 


hinc ſilvæ, inde aperta ſpatia et proſpectus: 


magiſtris et machinatoribus Severo et Celere, 


Juibus ingenium et audacia erat etiam quæ 
natura a denegaviſſet ** artem tentare, et vi- 


ribus 


1 


EE BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH xxx i 
bus principis inludere.” | Ann. xv. 4 
Which may be thus tranſlated: © Moreover, 
Nero availed himſelf of the ruins of his coun- 
try, and ereCted a palace, in which gems and 
gold, uſual and vulgar laxuries, were not fo 
much to be admired, as the lawns and lakes, 
and, in the manner of deſerts, here woods, 


1C and contrivers being Celer and Severus, Who 
e poſſeſſed genius and enterpriſe to attempt by 
h art what nature had denied, and to ſpread de- : 
e luGons with princely magnificence.” 5 


there open ſpaces and proſpects: the maſters . 


IP The other incidents of Mr. Walpole” 8 life 1 


at preſent little to intereſt an indifferent reader. 
„ In 1749 it was nearly cloſed by the piſtol of 
ie WW Maclean the highwayman, which went off 
{t by accident, after he had robbed our author, | : 
10 who has told the ſtory, in his uſual pleaſing 
o manner, in a paper in the World. His ſup- 
n poſed letter from the King of Pruſſia to 
1, Rouſſeau, in 1766, is a good ſpecimen of dry 
5 humour; but it inflamed the diſpute between | 
85 that unhappy Philoſaphe and David Hume, 
* who was ſuppoſed an aſſociate in the plot. 
1 Rouſſeau's extreme nervous irritability (often 


5 -exiſtence ; ; and his whole life was embittered 


eine, compoſing draughts of camphor and 


had more effect than all the noſtrums of 
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the foil of great genius) 1 was the curſe of his 


© by a tincture of inſanity, a peeviſh dream of 
_ imaginary evils, and deſigns againſt his infa- 
tuated ſelf-importance. The powers of me- 


| opium, baths and fumigations, would have 


: modern philoſophy. But it is clear from his 
Confeſſions that his madneſs (he owns that 

he left England in a fit of inſanity) was like 
that of a Swedenborg, of a nondeſcript kind; 
that all his nonentities appearing to him reali- = 
ies, he never conſulted phyſicians, who, by | 1 
calming the nerves, and ſtrengthening the | 3 
frame, might have convinced him that a phi- 3 
loſophe is only a kind of violin, which ſounds 5 
as it happens to be tuned. = 
Upon this philoſophical fiddle Las i 
ed in the moſt tender and pathetic ſtyle; but 
the ſtrings were looſe, and the frame, though 
an exquiſite Cremona, was injured, ſo that 
diſcords alone were heard. Thoſe diſcords 
were certainly not appeaſed by Mr. Walpole; 
thoſe letter to David on this occaſion de- 
1 ſervedly 


weil aſtoniſhed that real, mild, onfinalie, 
unenthuſiaſtic, and univerſally tolerant, philo- 


ſopher, as betraying a contempt of letters and 


philoſophy totally unworthy: of their author. 

To judge of a man's real and fixed opinions, 

from a {plenetic expreſſion, or temporary ef- 8 
fuſion, would be moſt unjuſt. Yet if me 
reader will recur to the commencement of OH 
this flight biography, he will diſcover the clue . 

of Mr. Walpole's ſentiments, which Hume 

had not ſufficient intimacy nor opportunities 
to obſerve. The pride of birth and rank, . 8 
which the philoſophes, and Rouſſeau i in parti- : 

cular, attempted to level as adventitious and” 


abſurd, were ever in Mr. Walpole's eye far 
paramount to the fame of arts, letters, or phi- | TE 
 loſophy. Alcibiades was, with him, a per- 
ſonage greatly ſuperior to Socrates: angels, 
and people of rauk, were created; vulgar 
people, vulgar painters, vulgar authors, were 
made, God knows how, on the fifth day of 
the creation, though the event was beneath 
the notice of any bids, richly. bound and 


gilt. 


Another incident, which muſt 1 not 1 
„„ omitted, | 


Vor. 1. 
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| | [ | tel. is the unfortunate affair of Chatter: 
don. In this Mr. Walpole has certainly been 
||| blamed for mere contingencies, which no be- 

| Ip nevolence nor prudence could have foreſeen 
Ill orprevented. Was he to foreſee that Chat- 
Wh | ra terton ſhould evince great abilities; or that | 3 


2 a perſon who began the acquaintance by 
ſending a notorious forgery, was nevertheleſs 
to turn out worthy of patronage? Had Mr. 
_ Walpole procured an office for Chatterton, : 
| might not the youth” $ violent paſſions have 
I || - | ſquandered its produce, and the ſame cataſ- 
8 trophe have occurred? But his own Vindi 
; cation will ſufhciently ſatiofy any candid E 
5 perſon on this head: and the charge would ; 
never have been heard, had it not been 
| ſounded by two deſcriptions of prejudiced I 
perſons, thoſe enthuſiaſts who believed in 
| | | | Rowley's authenticity, or who regarded Chat- | 
terton's Poems (now forgotten) as chief ef- 
forts of genius; and thoſe who eagerly ſought 
F - to gratify their enmity againſt Mr. Walpole 
for his neglect of them or their writings, _ 
The forgery | of Rowley's ſuppoſed Poems 
not t only violated many facts in hiſtory and 
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antiquities, but. proceeded ſo far as the fibei⸗ = 
cation of pretended ancient parchments. It | 
is therefore juſtly to be condemned; but that 


it ſhould impoſe on any man of common 
learning is wonderful. The orthography, or 


cacography, ſtyle, manner, & c. &c. of the N 


Engliſh language, i in the reigns of Henry V. : 
and VI. are fo remote from the mock Saxon 


of Rowley, that they are preciſely the ſame 
with thoſe in the reign of Henry VIIL a cen= 
tury after, as any perſon, who will take the 
trouble of examining papers and letters of 


thoſe periods, will immediately perceive. 
More relevant to the preſent memoir is an 


obſervation, ariſing from the tranſaction with 5 


Chatterton; A more groſs error never pre- 


ailed than that which was generally adopted 


during Mr. Walpole's life, and which alone 

led Chatterton to apply to him; namely, 

| that he was a deneficent patron of artiſts and 4 
men of letters. „ | = 
Mr. Walpole was s of a benignant and ha | 

ritable diſpoſition, but no man ever exiſted _ 


who had Jeſs of the character of a patron, = 


He has ſomewhere ſaid that an artiſt has pen- 
c 2 5 ils, b 


n 


— — — 
2 —ůůñ —X—ů— ee ͤ— — — 


— ̃ ——ũM4 — — — 


e BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. | | 


1 8 cils, Pay an author has pens, and the public 
muſt reward them as it happens. He might 
haue added, in ſtrict character, that poſts and 
_ penſions, and even preſents, were the allotted 
” and eternal perquiſites of perſons of quality— ; 

the manna of the choſen people. | 


As to artiſts, he paid them what they A 2 


earned; and he commonly employed mean 
ones, that the reward might be the ſmaller. 
The portraits in the Anecdotes of Painting 
diſgrace the. work; and a monument conſe- 
crated to the arts is deeply inſcribed with the 
chilling penury of their ſuppoſed patron. vet 
no one was more prone to cenſure ſuch im- 1 
Es perfeQtions | in the productions of others. | 


As to authors, it would be truly difficult 


to point out one who received any ſolid pe- 
_ cuniary patronage from Mr. Walpole. His 


praiſe was valuable; but the powers of his 


voice were not extenſive, and never called 


forth diſtant echoes. Chatterton could not 


expect what neither Gray, nor Maſon, nor 


other favourite men of genius, had ever ſeen. 


With an income of about five thouſand 
pounds a year, a mere pittance for a perſon 


of 
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of his Nn and rank; it is no wonder that po- 


verty prevented him from ever giving fiftx 
pounds, or even five, to any man of talents; 


for he conſidered an aſcetic life as very be- 


neficial to the mental powers. Modeſty alſo ; 


forbad his making preſents, or doing any 8 


eſſential ſervices, to artiſts or authors, Who 2 
might perhaps, | in their idle emotions of gra- 


titude, have proclaimed the benefits received. 
This he avoided by filently tranſmitting his 


money to the bank, that he might cut up fat 1 85 


in a rich and titled will; or by laying out 


on ſome breviary, or bauble of the days of - 


Queen Beſs, what might | have. ſaved genius 7 


from deſpair, might have invigorated the - 


hand of induſtry, and have ſecured the pureſt 
and moſt laſting of all kinds of reputation, 
the celeſtial fame of goodneſs and benefi- 
cence. Had the houſe of Medici, his favour- _ 


ite family, been contented with their opu- 


lence and their gallery, we ſhould nev er have 
heard of Lorenzo the Magnificent, nor © 
Leo the Patron of Letters. It was nat the 
ſelfiſh cloud, but the ſcattered Aae that 


E awoke the flowers of applauſe. 
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of reproof, as well as of : approbation, 1t would 

| be uſeleſs to mankind. An academician may 

- pronounce an eloge, and a ſchoolboy an exer- 
cCiſe, but a juſt and candid delineation of hu- 

| man character muſt ever « ſmell of mor- 
--. ality,” to uſe an expreſſion. of Shakſpeare. 
A faultleſs character is the creature of 1 ima- 
ginatien, while the chief object of biography 
is truth. And, with his faults, how much 
ſuperior does Horace Walpole appear to 

: thouſands of his rank and wealth, whoſe 
faults and purſuits are alike beneath the no- 
tice of biography ? F Eh 


— ces 


| title of Orford, the unwithed and ſad bequeſt of 

an expiring lineage, reverted to Horace Wal- 
pole, at the advanced age of ſeventy- four. It 
vas ſome time before he would ſign, or aſſent 
to, his new title; and he never took his ſeat 
in parliament. The additional income, as 
he told the editor, was about 3800 J. yearly, 
but with ſeveral new and unavoidable claims 
of expenditure. The title is now extinct: 
the eſtate of Houghton has paſſed to Lord 
e 


If egy did not operate as : an exacipl 


In 1791, by the death of his 8 the 


A letter 


ald Walpole's feelings on this occaſion, which Z 
8 only ſerved to diſturb the repoſe of his de- 
er- clining years. The new title, the gout, the 


French revolution, conſpired with old age to 


a- to the patience of his ſervants, and diſaſtrous : 
1y to ſome of his old and valued friendſhips. 

ch On the 2d of March, 1797, he expired at his 

0 | | 


Ws houſe in Berkeley-ſquare, in the eightieth 
oer of a life prolonged by temperance, and = 
rarely corroded "Te" ne, or rden * | : 
paſſions. re ; 


df: 1 3 above, is ſtrongly marked in his laſt will. 
— 


Though he had many ingenious friends, not 
nius or talents. He bequeaths about one hun- 


Ä ao 1 houls do. 1 


<4 Tax 
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A letter in this collection will ſhew ke. 


teaze this amiable man; and his two laſt MN 
years were unhappy to himſelf, tormenting 


The ruling PO te i * LE 


one ſlight memorial appears of his love of ge: 


dred thouſand pounds—and bequeaths it 2 5 
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what of a boyiſh. appearance, owing to the 
form of his perſon, and the ſimplicity of his 
dreſs. His, features may be ſeen in many 


goodneſs of his eyes, which would often 
ſparkle with. ſudden rays of wit, or dart forth 
| flaſhes of the moſt keen and intuitive intelli- 
gence. His laugh was forced and uncouth, : 
85 and even his ſmile not the moſt pleaſing. | 
5 5 His walk was enſeebled by the gout; 


the ſame time, that it was no hereditary com- 
plaint, his father, Sir Robert Walpole, who 
always drank ale, never having known that 
diſorder, and far lefs his other parent. This 
painful complaint not only affected his feet, 
but attacked his hands to ſuch a degree that 
his fingers were always ſwelled and deformed, 


Tui perſon of Horne Walpole was „ hott 
and ſlender, but compact and neatly formed. 
When viewed from behind, he had fome- Wl 


portraits; but none can expreſs. the placid 


which, if the editor's memory do not deceive, 


he mentioned that he had been tormented WW 


with ſince the age of twenty five; adding, at 


and 


= diſcharged large chalk- ſtones | once 1 
twice a year; upon which occaſions he would 
obſerve, with a ſmile, that he muſt ſet up and 
inn, for he could chalk up a ſcore w ith more 


caſe and rapidity than any man in Englan 1 


| Whether owing to this diſorder, or to a ; 2 
ente of the ſuperiority of mental delights, 353 
and clear even ſpirits, to the feveriſh · deliriui 3 
of debauch, the perdition of memory, and the 
flow convaleſcence amid the pangs of ſelf- 
reproach, he paſſed the latter half, at leaſt, 1 
of his life in the moſt ſtrict temperance, 
though in his youth it is believed he was ra- 
| ther addicted to the luxuries of a replete ta- 
ble. Though he fat up very late, either | 
| writing or converſing, he generally roſe about 
nine o'clock, and appeared in the breakfaſt- 
room, his conſtant and choſen apartment, 
with fine viſtos towards the Thames. His 
approach was proclaimed, and attended, by "9 
favourite little dog, the legacy of the Marguiſe 8 
du Deffand; and which eaſe and attention 
had rendered fo fat that it could hardly, move. _ 


This was placed beſide him on a ſmall ſofa ; 


the tea-kettle, ſtand and heater, were brought 
in, and he drank two « or r three cups of that 
| MN quor 
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: liquor out of moſt 1 rare and precious ancient 


| porcelain of Japan, of a fine white emboſſed 
5 with large leaves. The account of his china- 


cabinet, in his deſcription of his villa, will 


ſhew how rich he was in that elegant luxury. 

. The loaf and butter were not ſpared, for 
never taſting even what is called no- ſupper, he 
was appetiſed for breakfaſt; and the dog and 
- the ſquirrels had a liberal ſhare of his repaſt. 


Dinner was ſerved up in the ſmall parlour, 


” or large dining-room, as it happened: in win- 


ter generally the former. His valet ſupported 


him down ſtairs; and he ate moſt moderately 
— - chicken, pheaſant, or any light food. 2 
” Paſtry he diſliked, as difficult of digeſtion, A 
| though he would taſte a morſel of veniſon- 2 
"PP... Never, but once that he drank two 
gilaſſes of white- wine, did the editor ſee him 


taſte any liquor, except ice- water. A pail | 


of ice was placed under the table, in. which 
| ſtood a decanter of water, from which he 
ſupplied himſelf with his favourite beverage. 
This his gueſt would occaſionally ſhare, and 
found it a delicious refreſhment, diffuſing 
the genial warmth imparted by liqueurs, with- 


out any oft their fo heating and per- 
nicious 


int 
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nicious elch. Tt is indeed ſurpriſing that 


| this luxury of every porter in Naples ſhould 


continue fo rare in other countries. e 

If his gueſt liked even a moderate quantity 
of wine, he muſt have called for it during 
dinner, for almoſt inſtantly after he rang the - 


bell to order coffee up ſtairs. Thither be „ 


would paſs about five o'clock; and gene- 
rally reſuming his place on the fofa, would 


ſit till two o'clock in the morning, in miſe 1 


cellaneous chit-chat, full of ſingular | anec- 
dotes, ſtrokes of wit, and acute obſervations, 
occaſionally ſending for books, or curioſities, 
or paſſing to the library, as any reference 


happened to ariſe in converſation. After his 


coffee he taſted nothing; but the ſnuff box b 


of tabac d'etrennes, from Fribourg's, was not 2 


forgotten, and was repleniſhed from a Ca- 


niſter lodged in an ancient marble urn "8p 


great thickneſs, which ſtood in the window 
feat, and ſerved to lecure | its moiſture and rich f 
flavour, | „% | 
Such was a 8 rainy hay. 5 Harder 
Walpole. | The forenoon quickly paſſed in 
roaming through the numerous apartments 


> 


xliv BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


of the houſe, in | which, after twenty vides 
ſtill ſomething new would occur; and he 
was indeed conſtantly adding freſh. acquiſi- 


5 tions. Sometimes a walk in the grounds 


would intervene, on which occaſions. he 
would go out in his flippers through a thick 
dew; and he never wore a hat. He faid 


: that, on his firſt viſit to Paris, he was s aſhamed 


of his effeminacy, | when he ſaw every little 


= meagre Frenchman, whom even he could 


oe have thrown down with a breath, walking 


8 without a hat, which he could not do, with-. 
out a certainty of that diſeaſe, which the 
Germans ſay is endemial in England, and is 
85 termed by the natives le catch- cold. x 2 he firſt 

- trial colt him a flight fever, but he got over 

it and never caught cold afterwatds: draughts 

of air, damp rooms, windows open at his 
back, all ſituations were alike to him in this 
reſpect. He would even ſhew ſome little 
offence at any ſolicitude, expreſſed by his 
gueſts on ſuch an occaſion, as an idea ariſing 
from the ſeeming tenderneſs of his frame; 
and would fay, with a half-ſmile of good- 
humoured croſſneſs, 6 I back" is the ſame 
| RS. | | with 


ts, 


ds 


he 


1d 
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with my face, and my neck | is like my noſe.” 
His iced water he not only regarded as a pre- 


ſervative from ſuch an accident, but he would 


ſometimes obſerve that he thought his ſto- 


mach and bowels would laſt longer than his 


bones; ſuch conſcious vigour and ſtiength in 


thoſe parts did he feel from the ule of that ? 


beverage. 


Occaſionally he would go i in an evening 
to viſit Mrs. Clive, to whom he had aſſigned 
an adjacent cottage. The charms of that la- 
dy' 8 converſation were wonderful, and ſhe 
was the life of every company in which ſhe , Y 
appeared. Though the was regarded as Mr. 
Walpole” s chere amie, the delights of her 
converſation ſeem to have been his chief 5 


object. 


It is uncertain that he ever "enmriglod any 5 
idea of mar riage, though it be ſaid that, after 
his acceſſion to the title, he offered his hand 
ſucceſhively to two moſt amiable and intereſt- 
ing ſiſters, with the ſole view of exerting all 
che power he had over an expiring peerage, 
by conferring it on a female, certainly in 
every — * worthy of ſuch a diſtino- 
tion. 


EE 
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tion. He was an elegant and devout admirer 
of the fair ſex, in whoſe preſence he would 
exceed his uſual powers of converſation; his 
ſpirits were animated az if by a cordial, and he - 
would ſcatter his v wit and n mots with daz- 0 
Po wag profuſion. _ „ 8 
His engaging manners, ind N Pa RT : 
” ing affability to his friends, exceed all praiſe. 
Not the ſmalleſt hauteur, or conſciouſneſs of 
rank or talents, appeared in his familiar con- 
ferences ; ; and he was ever eager to diſſipate 
any conſtraint that might occur, as impoſing 
a conſtraint upon himſelf, and knowing that 
any ſuch chain enſeebles and almoſt anni- | 
| hilates. the mental powers. Endued with 
exquiſite ſenſibility, his wit never gave the 
ſmalleſt wound even to the groſſeſt ignorance 
of the world, or the moſt morbid hypochon- 


_ driac baſhfulneſs: experto crede. 


Humane, benignant, to his ſervants, he 


was at times even ſubject to the caprices of 


Colomb, his Swiſs valet-de chambre. If he 
ordered a tree to be felled, perhaps he was ar⸗ 


bitrarily oppoſed; but no man is a hero to 


his valet-de- chambre, ang thoſe who know 
| 0 | 1 real 
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wed life often; ſeel that it is better to give up 5 
one's inclination now and then, than to 
loſe one's temper; and that thoſe who are 
conſcious that they are neceſſary will aſſume 
power. To thoſe whoſe ſervices he could 5 
diſpenſe with he was, at times, ſufficiently 
ſtern, eſpecially in his laſt years: but ſenſi- : 


and weakneſs will ſeldom fail to irritate the | 
mind through the body. Mr. Walpole was 
abſurdly blamed for the fate of one ſervant, a 
nne but undeſerving youth, by thoſe who 
were ignorant of the circumſtances. Fond 
of dreſs, the youth repcatedly ſtole plate, and 


bility and anger are nearly allied; and pain 


ſold or paw ned it. Detected, ſharply repre- 


hended, and threatened by Colomb, the poor 
feliow hung himſelf on a tice in the grove. 
Mr. Walpole had not the * ſhare han 
the tranſaQtion. 

The mental powers of this web ad. 
intereſting writer have already been ſufh- 
ciently eſtimated, and it is almoſt needleſs to 
add, that they chiefly conſiſted in an exqui- 
ſite taſte for the fine arts; and in what the 


French term /e yo * the _—_— of a2 
: Is vane | 
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brilliant fancy, and rapid aſſociation of dew 
joined with good ſenſe. Thus endued by 


nature and education, his ample fortune en- 
: abled him to enjoy a learned luxury, to pick 


h all the 1oſes of ſcience, and leave the thorns 


behind. In the diſtribution of human affairs, 
it generally happens that thoſe who have a 
decided propenſity to letters or the arts are 
| confined in the gloomy cells of penury, and 

_ oppreſſed with thoſe cares which are the moſt 


foreign to their purſuits; while the delights 


of free genius, and excurſive ſcience, are 
chilled by the fordid neceſſities of acquiring 


1 daily maintenance. The opulent, on the 


contrary, rarely poſſeſs a warm and decided 


 faſte for the arts, and far leſs for literary la- 
bours: the gulf of diffipation, the oblivion 


not the enjoy ment of life, lies between them 
and this paradiſe. To this paradiſe Mr. Wal- 
pole was admitted : and if human life can 
ever be ſaid to run in a courſe of regular and 


uniform happineſs, that happineſs was his, 
| endeared, perhaps, rather than diminiſhned, 
buy diſtant intervals of corporeal infirmity. 

nn, by every ig that can delight 
the 
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the mind « or the eye, that can excite curioſity, 8 
or gratify taſte; bleſſed with a ſtrong pro- | 


penſity to ſome one, or other, intereſting 
purſuit (the very fecret of human felicity), 
and never deficient in the means of its ac- 
compliſhment, he certainly moved i ina a ſphere 
known to very few.. ” 


Uk meliore luto bart rede Titan. 


"Teen! in Giles his taſte for enjoyment Was 


; elegant and learned : the pots of tuberoſe, or 8 
of canary heliotropes, the papers of orange 
flowers, that perfumed his chamber, were . 
luxuries rather feminine; but the cenſer or 
pot of frankincenſe, with which the parlour 
was ſcented after dinner, diſperſed the ſteam 
: of the victuals, and enlivened the table not 
leſs by the perfume, than by the monaſtic 
anecdotes which — nene its 
8 introduction. | 


Few companies, it is preſumed; would: 
have wiſhed to have loſt Mr. Walpole's con- 


verſation in the ſilence of cards. Yet he 
ſometimes played; and his goodneſs impoſed 


it on him as a duty to paſs an evening at 
Vor. I. d vbiſt = 
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: whit with the old Duke of Montroſe, who 


was blind, but contrived (by what means! 


i forget) to manage his game. 
Ihe portrait prefixed, after McArdell's 
private print from Sir Joſhua Reynolds 1757, 


TED repreſents Mr. Walpole i in the prime of lite, 


and muſt have been very like, as ſtrong traces 
of reſemblance remained, particularly about 
: the eyes. There are other prints by Reading 
and Pariſot; not to mention a portrait by 
| Eckardt, a drawing by Mr. Dance, a recent 

155 print by Barlow, and another pretty exact re- ; 

preſentation of his old age, | in | the collection 5 
of his works. Ns 


E RR AT A. 

Vol. 1 v. 100, 1. 16, read one prior 

| 101, 1. 18, — Cortoneuns * 

Vol. II. p. 72, 1. 10, for the anſwer read the companion. 
ns 4 106, 1. „ read I Auxerrois - | 


WALPOLIANA, 


0s replied, * 66 ee J attendrai wo, rf 


WALPOLIANA. 


Gy | BERNIS AND FLEURY. | 


8 de Bernis, when only an Abbe, 5 
ſolicited Cardinal F leury, then four- ſcore, 
for ſome preferment. Fleury told him fairly, 8 


he ſhould never have any ching in his time: 


1 COUNTESS or covenTRy.. 


T the cloſe of the reign of George S 
the Second, the beautiful counteſs of Coven- 
try talking to him on ſhows, and thinking 
only of the figure ſhe herſelf ſhould make 
in a proceſſion, told him, the fight the Wihed 
moſt to ſee was a | Coronation. 


ur. 5 THE CLERICAL co. w. 


- Mr. Suckling: a clergyman of Norfolk, 5 
8 having a quarrel with | a neighbouring | gen? 


V] 


e 


- 2 5 WALPOLIANA.. . 


tleman. who. inſulted him, and at lat told 
him, Doctor, your gown 1s your protec- 
tion; “ replied, © It may be mine, but it 
ſhall not be your” $3” pulled u off, and thraſhed 
the EE. _— 5 


Iv. PATRIOTISM oF  WILKES, 


Depend upon it, my dear Sir, that Wilkes 
was in the pay of France, during the Wilkes 


1 and liberty days. | Calling one day on the 
French miniſter, 1 obſerved a book on his 
nable, with Wilkes's name in the firſt leaf. 
This led to a converſation, which convinced 
me. Other circumſtances, too long and 
minute to be repeated, ſtrengthened, if ne- 

| ceſſary, that conviction. I am as ſure of it, 

8 of any fact I know. 


Wilkes at firſt cringed to Lond Bute. The -. 
embaſſy to Conſtantinople was the object of 


his ambition. It was refuſed— and you know _ 


what followed. 


v. BUTE's MINISTRY. e 
Lord Bute was my ſchoolfellow. He 


- was a man of taſte and ſcience, and I do be- | 


lieve | 


8 
* 


WALToLIANA. 9 5 
heve his intentions were good. He wiſhed : 
to blend and unite all parties. The tories” 
were willing to come in for a Share of power, 
after having been ſo long excluded - but the 
whigs were not willing to grant that ſhare. 
Power is an intoxicating ni als the more 
| a man ING the more he deſires. Es 


vi LADY WORTLEY. MONTAGUE. 


The letters of Lady Wortley Montague 
"are genuine. I have ſeen the originals, among 
- which are ſome far ſuperior to thoſe in print. 
But ſome of them were very immodeſt. 
When the publication was about to take 
place, Lord Bute, who had married her 
daughter, ſent for the editor, and offered one 
hundred pounds to ſuppreſs them. The man 


took the money, promiſed - and publiſhed. 


Lady Wortley Montague was a playſel- 
low of mine when both were children. She 
was always a dirty little thing. 

continued with her. When at Florence, 
the Grand Duke gave her apartments in his 

: palace, One room ſufficed for every thing. 

When the went away, the ſtench was fo. 
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my letter, becaule I have nothing to ſay,” 


. WALPOLIANA.. 
| irong, that they were obliged to fine 
the chamber with vinegar for a week. 


Pope gave her the Homer he had uſed i in 


tranſlating. T have got it: it is a ſmall edi- 
tion by Wetſtein. Here it is. She wrote 
hat little Den in the blank leaves. T | 


II. coxJucal. AFFECTION, 


A French gentleman, being married a e. : 


| cond time, was often lamenting his firſt wife, 
before his ſecond, who one day ſaid to him, 
86 « Mhnjieur, j Je vous aſſure mil nya ene, 
| ad ia regrette Plus ue # moi *. W. 


| vIII. CONJUGAL | WIT. 


pe We French lady wrote this letter to 15 


EY her huſband. Fe vous ris, par ou ot; 


' rien d ; faire: Je fints, * ceque Je n'al ren : 


4 dire f. 


IX, MO Ks AND FRIARS. 4 
What ” 0 is ee juſt. Some 


* “] aſſure, you, Sir, no one regrets Jas more than 1” 
i J write to you, becauſe I have nothing to do; 1 end 


3 - 
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8 degree & of learning 18 neceſſary even to com- | 
poſe a novel. How many modern writers 
_ confound monks and friars! Yet they were 
almoſt as different as laymen and prieſts. 
Monachiſm was an old inſtitution for laymen. 
: The friars, freres, Or brothers, were firſt in- 
ſtituted in the thirteenth century, in order, 
by their preaching, to oppoſe the lollards. : 
N They united prieſthood with monachiſm; ö 
but while the monks were chiefly confined 
| to their reſpective houſes, the friars were 
= wandering about as preachers and confeſſors. 
This gave great offence to the ſecular clergy, 
| who were thus deprived of profits and inhe- 
ritances. Hence the ſatyric and impure fi- I 
gures of friars and nuns, in our old churches. 
Do you remember any example of retalia- 
- non? I ſuppoſe there were ſimilar libels on 
the ſecular clergy 1 in the Oey of friaries . 
now aboliſhed *, - 
X. MR. HOLLIS. 


"Mr: Hollis is always Fan republican 


| * Gross errors * this kind appear in the writings of Mrs 
| RADCLIFFE, and Mr. Lewis, * The Mink” of the latter, 
both in his book and play, being i in kact a iy a gs. of a 
* ligerent deſcription, EDIT. 


B 3 | ED 


3 on WALPOLIANA. 

| books; and yet profeſſes great veneration for. | 
our conſtitution. I cannot reconcile this; 
our conſtitution being, in its leading parts, 
an oligarchy, the form perhaps, of all others, 
5 the moſt oppoſite to a republic. „ 
NMota. Before the French revolytion, Mr. 
py Walpole was ſo warm a friend of freedom, 
that he was almoſt a republican. The change 
of his ſentiments will be delineated in the 


cloſe of theſe anecdotes. 


2 XI, SYMPTOMS or INSANITY. 


My poor nephew Lord * * , was de- 
5 ranged. The firſt ſymptom that appeared 
Was, his ſending a chaldron of coals as a pre- 
8 ſent to the Prince of Wales, on learning that 
be was loaded with debts. He delighted in 
what he called book-hunting. This notable 
Fee taking a volume of a 
book, and hiding it in ſome ſecret part of the 
library, among volumes of ſimilar binding 
aud ſize, When he had forgot where the 

: game lay, he hunted till he found „ 


. A LONGING WOMAN. 


Madame du Chatelet (Voltaire's 8 Emilie), 


proving 


XII. A PRETTY. METAPHOR. 


A young lady marrying a a man the loved, 
and leaving: many friends in town, to retire. 
with hin into the country, Mrs. D. faid 
prettily, « She has e one > and OP: 
ge" into a ä 1 | 


Ay. ROYAL FAYOUR. 5 


A Jow Frenchman bragged that the king 
had ſpoken to him. Being aſked what his 
' majeſty had ſaid, he I 50-236 bad ma. . 


Race. out ol his 9 


xv. ina | _ v. BARRY, : 


A great French lady, who was one of the 


„ere 


9 6 Ab! Site, ſhe . fo 3 for i it. Vent My fiend, 
it was the longing of a woman with child. 3 


| WALPOLIANA. e 3 7 
proving with child again, after a long i inter- : 
val, and king Staniſlaus joking with her huf- 
band on it, he replied, © 4h! Sire, elle en 

avoit /i forte envie! “ Mon ami, ſaid the old 


ling, 1 Cy voy mow me 9 8 nme LE ** 
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firſt time, Louis XIV. faid afterwards, that 
he did not know the late lord of that name 

had had a ſon, having been reckoned 1 impo- 
tent. Oh Sire!” ſaid Roquelaure, * 6« Us : 
"lit: et tous Ho Woo de os; en aol "PA 


8 a tavern. I do not believe Voltaire was in 


5 England while Ae was alive. : 


XVIII. PRICE OF MAKING A PARK | Yo 


. | WALPOLIANA, 1 — 
known to be the royal miſtreſs, jollying 
heiſelf to her niece on that account, ſaid, It 
zs reported that the king gave an hundred 
5 thouſand ene to countenance her; ; but it is 
not true,” —** No, madam,” replied. the | 

i niece . . 1 dare ſay it is not true; for 
ets would have been too > little.” 


— 


| xv. PROOFS. or GENEALOGY. N 
5 lord of the court being preſented for the | 


XviI. ; VOLTAIRE AND. ADDISON. 


4 ſtory 1 is told of Voltaire and Addiſon at 


e GARDEN, | ; 

| Queen Caroline ſpoke of ſhutting up St. 

i James $ park, and converting it into a noble 
| bo oe: | 


' WALPOLIANA. e 


garden for the palace of that name. She 
| aſked my father what it might 3 colt; 
5 who nag 66 " three CROWNS,” 


"aw me nel a ry on to the 15 
great duke of Marlborough. The ducheſs 
was preſſing the duke to take: a medicine, and 
with her uſual warmth ſaid, © PII be hang- 
ed if it do not prove ſerviceable.” Dr. 
Garth +, who was preſent, exclaimed, «Do 
; take it then, my lord duke; for it muſt be 
of ſervice, in one way or r the other.“ 125 


| DOUBLE PUN. 


A Fes pun is not amiſs, Let me tell 7 
7 you one I met with in ſome book the other 
day. The Earl of Leiceſter, that unworthy 
favourite of Elizabeth, was forming a park 

about Cornbury, thinking to encloſe it with. 
| poſts and rails. As he was one day calculat- 
ing the expence, a gentleman ſtood by, and. 


, Erroneouſſy given to Cheſterfield. 
+ By miſtake put Lord Somers. | 
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WALPOLIANA. 


5 told the earl that he did not go the cheapeſt 
way to work. Why?“ ſaid my lord. 
66 Becauſe,” replied the gentleman, ** if your 
| Lordſhip will find poſts, the e will find 


8 railing.” 


5 XXI. PASSIONATE TEMPER. 0 
General Sutton, | brother of Sir Robert : 


| Sutton, was very paſſionate: Sir Robert 
Walpole the reverſe. Sutton being one day 
with Sir Robert, while his valet de chambre | 
Was ſhaving him, Sir Robert ſaid, << John, 

pou cut me;”—and then went on with the 
os converſation. Preſently, he faid again, 
John, you cut me' '—and a thi-d time 
when Sutton ſtarting up in a rage, and dou- 
= bling his fiſt at the ſervant, ſwore a great oath, 

and ſaid, If Sir Robert can bear it, I can- 
not; andify you cut him once more PII knock 


you down.“ 


XXII. cx. | 
Quin ſometimes ſaid things at once witty 1 


and wiſe. Diſputing concerning the execu- 


tion of Charles I, But by what Jaws,” 
VVV Th laid 85 


Grid his opponent, „ was he put to Sik? 


Quin replied, © By all the laws he had leſt Y 


them.” 
"$9008. AN INNOCENT MINISTRY. 


5 He uſed to apply a ſtory to the then mi- 
niſtry. A maſter of a ſhip calls out, © Who 


is there?” A boy anſwered, 4 Will, Sir.“ 8 
„ What are you doing!“ Nothing, 
; Sie — Is Tom there? —“ Yes,” ſays 5 


Tom. What are you doing, Tom?” — 
8 « Helping 1 Ys Sir.“ an 


| - The 3 10 Roß, OR, on his 
death bed, was deſired by his chaplain to call 
on God. He replied, © I will if I go that 2 


TOP but I don t believe 1 thall. ” 


— 1 ECCLESIASTIC SQUABBLE. 


A vicar and curate of a village, where there 


was to be a burial, were at variance. Ihe 


vicar not coming in time, the curate began 
the ſervice, and was reading the words, 1 
am the reſurrection,“ when the vicar arrived, 
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n WALTOIIAXA. 
5 almoſt out of breath, and ſaatching 1 the book 
out of the curate's hands, with great ſcorn, 


cried, ** You the reſurrection ! - am the we 


: ſurrection, and then went on. 


Noꝛta. This, though copied from Mr. 
. Walpole” s own hand-writing, is ſuſpected 
not to be very new. But even old jeſts, that 


ſuch a man thought worthy of writing, or 


ſpeaking, cannot be unworthy of a place in : 
-." ns lounging compilation ; and they often : 


| — by paſſing "—_— his hands. ; 


XXVII. WAK NERVES. | 


| A clergyman at Oxford, who was very 
9 nervous and abſent, going to read prayers at 
St. Mary's, heard a ſhow-man in the High- 7 


ſtreet, who had an exhibition of wild beaſts, 


repeat often, . Walk in without loſs of 
time. All alive! alive, ho!” The ſounds 
ſtruck the abſent man, and ran in his head 
ſo much, that when he began to read the 

ſervice, and came to the words in the firſt 


verſe, * and doeth that which is lawful and 


right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive,” he cricd 


: an, with a louder voice, * ſhall * his 


bool 


fo 


aſtoniſhment of the OS. 


XXVIL. A CONVERT. 'S 


| 2 Methodiſt in America, bragging bow . 
well he had inſtructed ſome Indians in reli- | 
gion, called up one of them, and, after ſome _ 
| queſtions, aſked him if he had not found 
great comfort laſt Sunday, after receiving the 
= facrament. *© Aye, maſter,” replied the ſa- 0 
ange 1 but I wiſhed ; it had been Linnlp.” © 


xx. AN IGNORANT COMMUNICANT. : 
= An ignorant ſoldier at Quebec, obſerving 
ſome of his comrades ſtay behind him at 
| church, aſked them, on their coming out, 
what was the reaſon? They told him jeer- 
ingly, that the parſon had treated them with 
ſome wine. No other liquor?” ſays the 
ſellow. Seeing he ſwallowed the bait, they 
: anſwered, that he might have what liquor he 5 
choſe. Next Sunday he ſtayed to have his 
ſhare; and when the clergyman offered him 
the wine; he put up his hand to his head, in 
token | of ſalutation, and ſaid modeſtly, 
0 Pleaſe F 


: | WALPOLIANA, 0 oF... 
foul line} All alive! alive, ho!” to the | 


hood 
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b "; oF = 5 WALPOLIANA., 5 
« Pleaſe your reverence, 1 ſhould. prefer 
punch.. 1 . 


XXIX. | ' FRENCH BULL. 


ps & married French lady, who had : an in- . 
e trigue, inſiſted on having her lover's portrait. 
Nie remonſtrated on her abſurdity, and ſaid 
it would be proclaiming their amour. Oh,” 
ſaid ſhe, © but to e a diſcovery, it it wan ; 

| not t be drawn like 8 TO | 


xxx. 'couRT POLITESSE. 5 


When Lord Townſend was ſecretary of 
5 fats to George the Firſt, ſome city dames 
came to viſit his lady, with whom ſhe was 
little acquainted. Meaning to be mighty 
civil, and return their viſits, ſhe aſked one 
of them where ſhe lived? The other replied, 
near Aldermanbury. Oh,” cried Lady 
Townſend, «] gs the Alderman is well.“ 


8 xxxI. 8 nog AND NOB. 


"Sinks words are locally perverted to Sal 2 
7 ſenſes. Hob and Nob muſt be of the num- 
„ - | 


Lond 


WALPOLIANA, ks 15 


Lad: LEES being in the country, and 
wiſhing to ſhew great regard to a ruſtic gen- 


neman of ſome influence, he was invited to 


dine, along with a numerous and elegant 
company, and placed at my lady's right 
hand. The lady, in the midſt of dinner, 
called for a glaſs of wine to drink with her 
new gueſt, and er it towards him, as * 
then the faſhion, ſaid, ** Hob and nob, Mr. 
** #7 The gentleman ſtared, and bluſhed 
up to the eyes. She thinking it was mere : 
timidity, repeated the words, and the gentle- 
man looking if poſſible more confuſed, ſhe 
coloured herſelf; when he, after much heſi- | 


tation, whiſpered, ( Madam, excuſe me, but 5 | 


, mrs _— raps wu my wife.” We 


XXIII. Duchkss or BOLTON, 


The ducheſs dowager of Bolton, who was 
natural daughter to the duke of Monmouth, 
uſed to divert George the Firſt, by affecting 
to make blunders. Once when ſhe had 
been at the play of Love's Laſt Shi ift,” the 
called it, La derniere Chemiſe de I Amour, 
Another time ſhe pretended to come to court 

+ 


16 =  WALPOLIANA. | 
in a great Fright, and the king afking the 


9 .cauſe, ſhe ſaid ſhe had been at Mr. Whiſ. 


ton's, who told her the world would be burnt 


In three years; and for her : ſhe was de- 


: termined to go to China. 


XXIII. "THE KING or BULLS. | 


9 4 will give you what J call the king of 
5 13 An Iriſh baronet, walking out with 
2 gentleman, who told me the ſtory, was met 

by his nurſe, who requeſted charity. The 


baronet exclaimed vehemently, * 6] will give 


you nothing. Lou played me a ſcandalous 
trick in my infancy.” The old woman, in 
amazement, aſked him what injury ſhe had 
dune him? He anſwered, 60 1 was a fine —＋ 


and you changed me.“ 


In this bull even refute dentity i is con- 


anne 


xxxIV. CONVENIENT. COURAGE. | 


| Acertain earl having beaten Antony Hen- . 
"ley, at Tunbridge, for ſome impertinence, 
the next day found Henley beating another 
e The peer congratulated Henley on 
that 


3 


IC 


the 
if 
nt 
le- 


|  WALPOLIANA. = 1 
that acquiſition of ſpirit. 6 Oh, my lord,” 8 
replied . 66 « your 1 and 1 know | 


whom to beat. . 


| xXxxV. LORD D WILLIAM POULET. 
| Lord William Poulet, though often chair- | 
man of committees of the houſe of com- ; 
mons, was a great dunce, and could ſcarce | 


read, Being to read a bill for naturalizing 
Jemima, ducheſs of Kent, he called her, Je- . 


b remiah, ducheſs of Kent. 


Having heard South Walls « 3 
for ripening fruit, he ſhewed all the four 


ſides of his garden for ſouth walls. 


A gentleman writing to defire a fine herſs : 


| 5 had, offered him any equivalent. Lord 
William replied, that the horſe was at his 
ſervice, but he did not know what to G with : 
an elephant. 


A pamphlet, called 6 The Snake in the | 


| | Graſs,” being reported (probably | in joke) to 4, 
be written by this Lord William Poulet, a 
gentleman, abuſed in it, ſent him a chal- 95 
lenge. Lord William profeſſed his inno- 
cence, and that he was not the author; but 


F ; 


5 quillity; ; and if what the world reckons ad- 


x ment, and am too old to learn; a ſource of 


. WAI FoLIAxA. 


the inks would not be ſatisfied without 
- a denial under his hand. Lord William 
took a pen, and began, This is to ſcratify, 
that the buk called the Snak” — „Oh, my 
| lord,” ſaid the perſon, © I am fatizfied; your 


| lordſhip has already convinced 1 me "908" did 
not v write the book.” 1 


xXXXVI. : LETTER WRITTEN | $00N AFTER 
HORACE WALPOLE, BY Tis. DEA ra or 
nis NEPHEW, HAD SUCCEEDED 10 THE x 
TITLE OF EARL OF ORFORD. | 
| Berkley: fare, Dec. 26, 179 
EAR SIR; :£ 

| mY I am ſure of the faserige af's your con- 
gratulations, 1 feel much obliged by them; 
though what has happened deſtroys my tran- 


vantages, could compenſate the loſs of peace 
and eaſe, would ill indemnify me, even by 

them. A ſmall eſtate, loaded with debt, and 
of which I do not underſtand the manage- 


law-ſuits amongſt my near relations, though 
not altecting: me ; endleſs converſations with 
lawy C 185 „ 


ut 
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lawyers; and packets of letters every day to 
read and anſwer : all this weight of buſineſs 
is too much for the rag of life that yet hangs 
about me; and was preceded by three weeks 
of anxiety about my unfortunate. nephew, 
and a daily correſpondence with phyſicians, 5 
and mad doctors, 0 calling upon me when 1 | 
had been out of order ever ſince July: ſuch + 
a maſs of troubles made me very ferioufly R 
for ſome days, and has left me, and ſtill keeps 
me, ſo weak aud diſpirited, that if I ſhall not 
oh: be able to get ſome repoſe, any poor 
head or body will not be able to refilt. For 
5 5 empty title, I truſt you do not ſuppoſe it 5 
any thing but an incumbrance, by larding 
my buſy mornings with idle viſits of inter- 
ruption, and which, when Jam able to go 
out, I (hall be forced to return. 
man of ſeventy- four, unleſs ſuperannuated, 
can have the ſmalleſt pleaſure in ſitting at 
home in his own room, as J always do, and 


being called by a new name. 


It will ſeem perſonal, and ungrateful too, 
to have ſaid ſo much about my own. triſt 
ſituation, and not to have yet h you, 


. | Sir, 


Surely no ä 
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"Sin, for your kind and flattering . 0 
letting me read what you have finiſhed of 
Jour hiſtory; but it was neceſſary to expoſe. 
my condition to you, before I could venture 
to accept your propoſal, when 1 am fo ut- 
; terly incapable of giving a quarter of an hour | 
dt a time to what, I know by my acquaint- Ii 
ance with your works, will demand all my | 
attention, if I wiſh to reap the pleaſure they 
are formed to give me. It is mot true that, 
for theſe ſeven weeks, I have not redde ſeven 
pages, but letters, ſtates of accounts, caſes to 
be laid before lawyers, accounts of farms, 
Kc. &c. and thoſe ſubject to mortgages. 
Thus are my mornings occupied: in an 
evening my relations, and a very few friends, 
come to me; and when they are gone, I have 
about an hour, to midnight, to write anſwers 
do letters for the next day's poſt, which 1 had 
not time to do in the morning. This is ac- | 
| tually my caſe now; I happened to be quit- 
ted at ten o'clock, and I would not loſe the 
opportunity of thanking you, not knowing 


when I could command another hour. 


Wo would by no means be underſtood to 
l N decline 


1 | WALPOLIANA.. VVV 
5 decline your r cblging offer, Sir. : On the : 
contrary, F- accept it joyfully, if you can - 
truſt me with your manuſcript for a little 
time, ſhould I have leiſure to read it but by 
| ſmall ſnatches, which would be wronging, 


and would break all connexion in my head. 8 


Criticiſm you are ® — — — — — 
and to read critically i is far 3 my pre- 
ſent power. Can a ſerivener, or a ſcrivener's 


hearer, be a judge of compoſition, ſtyle, pro- | 


found reaſoning, and new lights, and diſco- 
veries, &c.? But my weary hand and breaſt 
muſt finiſh. May I aſk the favour of your 
calling upon me any morning when you 
ſhall happen to come to town ; you will find 
the new old lord exactly the ſame admirer 
of your's „ and your obedient humble fer- 85 
vant. 
Hen. Warez. 
bun was a e time before ne 


_ re widow ban 


= An overftrained compliment is n SE 
| 5 3 1 aN. 


| 
! 
| 
' 
' 


xXxXVII. HOURS ol COMPOSITION. 


1 wrote the « Caſile of Otranto in eight 
1 days, or rather eight nights; for my general 
hours of coinpoſition are from ten o'clock at 
night till two in the morning when : 3 am : 
| ſure not to be diſturbed by a While 
4 am writing Lok ſeveral ups of coffee. 


XXXVIII. | HUME AND BURNET. * 


= 1 am no admirer of Hume. In converſa- 
1 he was very thick ; and 15 do believe 0 
hardly underſtood a ſubject x rill he had writ- : 
7 ten upon it.» „ 
Burnet ! like much. I is ; obſervable, that 
35 none of his fats has been controverted, ex 
| cept his relation of the birth of the Pretend- 
er, in which he was certainly miſtaken but 0 
| his very credulity:is a proof of his honeſty. 
Burnet's ſtyle and manner are very intereſt- 
ing. It ſeems as if he had juſt come from 
tte king's cloſet, or from the apartments of 
the men whom he deſeribes, and was telling 
mis reader, in plain honeſt terms, what he 
had ſeen and heard. 


Ki. 


xxxIx. AUTHORS AND ARTISTS, 


4 have always rather tried to eſcape the 


acquaintance, and converſation, of authors. 
An author talking of his own works, or cen- 


ſuring thoſe of others, is to me a doſe of 


| hypecacuana. 1 like only a few, who can 
in company forget their anther (ops and re- 
| member phin ene 


The converſation of artiſts is fil worſe. 
Vanity and envy are the main ingredients. i 


One deteſts vanity becauſe it ſhocks one's 
own vanity. _ 4 . 


Had 1 liſtened to the nne of ante. 


mere is not a good piece in my collection. 
One blames one part of a picture, another 


attacks another. Sir Joſhua is one of the 


moſt candid; yet he blamed the ſtiff drapery' 
of my Henry VII, in the ſtate bed-chamber, 
as if good W could be et in . 
* of F 


XI. CAUTION To YOUNG AUTHORS. 
We prone to cenſure. A young 


man of genius expect to make a world for 


0 4 _ himſelf; 
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: Half; as he gets older, he finds he. muſt ; 
take it as it is. | . 
It is n in a young 1 to make 
any enemies whatever. He ſhould not at- 

tack any living perſon. Pope was, perhaps, 
too refined and jeſuitic a profeſſor of author- : 
ſhip; and his arts to eſtabliſh his reputation 
were infinite, and ſometimes perhaps ex- 
8 ceeded the bounds of ſevere integrity. But 
in this he is an example of prudence, chat he 


1 wrote no 8 till — e was made. h 


| XLI. PUBLIC VIRTVE. 


When F firſt thruſt | my noſe into the 
world, „I was apt loudly to blame any defec- 


nion from what I eſteemed public virtue, or 


_ patriotiſm. As I grew older, I found the 

times were more to blame than the men. 

We may cenſure places and penſions ; while 
the placemen and the penfioners are often 


intitled to our eſteem. One man has a nu- 


merous family to provide for, another is 
ruled by a vain wife, &c. &c. I think ſome = 
temptations would have overcome even Bru- 


| WALPOLIANA. | 35 
But why talk of Brutus, while men 


125 meaſures are the e 


XIII. oo THE FIRST. 


: do remember ſomething of George the 
: Firſt. My father took me to St. James“ 1 
while I was a very little boy; after waiting 
| ſome time in an anti-room, a gentleman _ EY 
came in all dreſſed in brown, even his ſtock- 2 
ings; and with a ribbon and ſtar. He took 
me up in — arms, kiſſed me, and chatted 


3 ſome t time. 


KL; LIKENESS | IN ANTIOUE | von- 


"TRAITS. 


"Ol looking at the buſt of Marcus An- 


oh in the gallery at Strawberry Hill, 


Mr. Walpole obſerved that even the worſt 
_ artiſts among the ancients always hit the 
character and likeneſs; which the beſt of 


ours ſeldom, or never, do. 


This is a problem worthy of 3 acut : 
| tion, in a country fond of portraits. Had 
the ancients wy particular mode, or ma- 
chine; 
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5 XLroIIAXA. 
1 ehine; or was it the pure effect of Luperior 
: genius? „ 


88 xIIv. i PORTRAITS. 


1 prefer” portraits, really intereſting, not 7 
as to landſcape- -painting, but to hiſtory. 
A landſcape is, we will fay, an exquiſite 
diſtribution of wood and water, and build- 
ings. It is excellent—we paſs on, and it 
leaves not one trace in the memory. In hiſ- 
torical painting there may be ſublime deception ; 
TC but it not only always falls ſhort of the 
idea, but is always falſe; that is, has the 
greateſt blemiſh incidental to hiſtory. It is 
commonly falſe in the cgllume; generally in 
the portraits; always in the grouping and 
attitudes, which the painter, if not preſent, | 
. cannot poſſibly delineate as they really were, 
Call it fabulous-painting, and I have no ob- 
jection.— But a real portrait we know is 
truth itſelf: and it calls up ſo many colla- 
teral ideas, as to fill an intelligent mind more 


an any other ſpecies. 


e | * 


9 AUTHORS IN FLOWER — MYSTE= | 


RIOUS MOTHER. | 


At 8 Hill, Toth Sept. 1784. Mr. 
Walpole remarked that, at a certain time of 


their lives, men of genius ſeemed to be in 
flower. Gray was in flower three yours, 
when he wrote his odes, &c. This ſtarting 
the idea of the American aloe, ſome kinds 
of which are ſaid to flower only once in a 
century, he obſerved, laughing, that had 
| Gray lived a hundred years longer, perhaps : 
he would have been in flower again. Sir = 
Charles Hanbury Williams bore only one 155 
bloſſom ; he was in flower only for one ode. 
Nest evening, about eleven o'clock, Mr. 


Walpole gave me the Myſterious Mother to 


read, while he went to Mrs Clive's for an 
hour or two. The date was remarkable, as 
the play hinges on an anniverſary twenticth 


= , 


but je” Wer; as returns 
The twentieth of September, de. | 


This odd circumſtance conſpired with the | 
Complete ſolitude of the Gothic apartments, 
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. WALTOLIANA. 
800 lend an e eee to the 1 
ſtitious parts of that tragedy. In point of 
language, and the true expreſſion of paſſion 
and feeling, the new and juſt delineation of 
monaſtic fraud, tyranny, and cruelty ; it 
deſerves the greateſt praiſe. But it is ſur- 
15 priſing that a man of his taſte and judgment 
ſhould have added to the improbability of the 
A.!sle, inſtead of mellowing it with ſofter 
ſhades. This might be cured by altering 
one page of the counteſs 8 confeſſion in tlie 
llaſt act.— The ſtory, as told in Luther's 
1 Table Talk, ſeems more ancient chan that 
in the Tales of the Queen of Navarre. 
On Mr. Walpole's return, he faid he had 5 
. printed a few copies of this tragedy at Straw- 
| berry Hill, to give to his friends. Some ofthem 
falling into improper hands, two ſurreptitious 
editions were advertiſed. Mr. W. in con- 


ſequence deſired Dodſley to print an edition 


15781, and even cauſed it to be advertiſed. 
But finding that the ſtolen impreſſions were 
of courſe dropped, he ordered his not to be 
iſſued, and none were ever fold, 


br 


. ö 1 


; 
XLVI. GRAY? 8 POLITICS, ED 5 | 
1 never rightly underſtood Mr. Gray' 8 po- a 1 


* 


litical opinions. Sometimes he ſeemed to in- 
: 7 cline to the ſide of authority; Jometigaes * 5 
; that of the people. 1 8 1 | 
This is indeed natural to an ingenuous and . 1 | 
; candid mind. When a portion of the people — 
ſhews groſs vices, or idle ſedition, ariſing 
from mere ignorance or prejudice; one 
| wiſhes it checked by authority. When the 
: governors purſue wicked plans, or weak mea- 
| ſures, one wiſhes a ſpirited W by the 55 
yy + at large. ” 1 


* 


XLvII. DR. ROBERTSON. . 


Pr. Robertſon called on me t other day. 
We talked of ſome political affairs; and he 
concluded his opinion with, “for you muſt 
know, ſir, that 1 look upon myſelf as A 
moderate whig.” My anſwer was, © Yes, 


doctor, I loo you” as a Very moderate © 
V 


XVIII. BRITISH EMPIRE, = 
We now talk of the Britiſh empire, and of 1 
Tin 1 


55 WALPOLIANA, 
| Titus and Trajan, who were abſolute « em- 
perors. In my time it was the Britiſh m- 
narchy. What is this mighty empire over 
| ten or twelve millions of people, and a fer 

trading colonies? People ſhut up in an iſland 
have always pride enough—but this is too 
= ridiculous even for flattery to invent, and the 

a abſolute power of 2 Roman emperor to ſwal- 
low, Mei» with an Ns „ 


xXxLix. vox QUIXOTTE, 


"Deb Quixotte is no favourite of mine 


5 When a man is once ſo mad, as to i 
2k wind- mill for a giant, what more is to be 
aid, but an infipid repetition of miſtakes, or 
an uncharacteriſtic deviation from them? 3 


| [This judgment was ſurely too harſh. It : 


is the minute deſcription of life and charac- 
ter, as they occur in Spain, that intereſts us 

in reading Don Quixotte, and make us par- 

don the extravagance of the chief character, 
and the inſipidity of the paſtoral ſcenes. The 

| epiſodes are bad; except the tale of the Spa- 

niſh captive and his Mooriſh miſtreſs, which 

Is wrought up with great truth and nature. 


L, VOL» 
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1. VOLTAIRE. | 


Soon after 1 had publiſhed » my « | Hiſtoric : 
Doubts on the reign of Richard III.“ Vol- 
taire happening to ſee and like the book, ſent 5 
me a letter, mentioning how much the work 
anſwered his ideas concerning the uncertain- 
ty of hiſtory, as expreſſed ; in his Hiſtoire G. 

g nerale. He added many praiſes of my book; 


and concluded with entreating my amitie. 5 


As I had, in the preface to the Caſtle * 
Otranto, ridiculed Voltaire” s conduct towards . 
Shakſpeare, 1 thought i it proper firſt to ſend 
Voltaire that book; and let him underſtand 
that, if aſter peruſing it, he perſiſted in of- 
ſering me his amitzs, I had no objections, 
but ſhould eſteem myſelf honoured. 15 mo. 


friendihip of ſo great a man. 


Some time after I received from my ac- 
quaintance the Duchels of Choiſeul, at Paris, 


a letter, incloſing one from Voltaire to her, 


wherein he ſaid that J had ſent him a book, 
in the preface to which he was loaded with 
_ Teproaches, and all on account de ſon Bouffon = 
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8 WALPoLIANA. Fe 
de W He ſtated nothing of the 
real tranſaction, but only mentioned the 
| ſending of the Caſtle of Otranto, as if this 
: _ had been the "oy firſt Ps 


LW NEW. IDEA or A NOVEL. 


1 am firmly convinced that a ſtory might 


ES. written, of which all the incidents ſhould 
— ſupernatural, yet turn out natural. 


Res 1 was made 1 in FATTY ** 


= "Sits: coats To NEWCASTLE. 
The chief apprehenſion of the Duke of 


5 Newcaſtle, (the miniſter), was that of catch- | 
ing cold. Often in the heat of ſummer the 
| debates, in the Houſe of Lords, would ſtand 


ſtill, till ſome window were ſhut, in conſe- 


quence of the Duke's orders. The Peers 


would all be melting in ſweat, that the Dake 


might not catch cold. 


When ſir Joſeph Vorke was + ambaſſador at 
the Hague, a curious inſtance happened of 


this idle apprehenſion. The late King going 


to Hanover, the Duke muſt go with him, 


ü #® Of his buffoon Shakſpeare. 55 


he 
he 
Us 


ke 


WALPOLIANA.. „ 


that his foes might not injure him i in his ab- 
ſencc. The day they were to paſs the ſea, 8 
a meſſenger came, at five o'clock in the 
morning, and drew Sir Joſeph's bed curtains. 
Sir Joſeph ſtarting, aſked what was the mat⸗ 
7 ter. The man ſaid he came from the Duke | 
of Newcaſtle. «6 For God's fake,” ex- PE 
claimed Sir Joſeph, „ what is it? IS 8 = 


King in?“ No. After ſeveral fruitleſs | 


queſtions, the Anger at len oth ſaid, 
The Duke ſent me to ſee Wu bed, for 
© this bed he means to EVO Dy 


III. Two MINISTERS. | 


- Mi Pitt's plan, when he had the gout, 


15 was to have no fire in his room, but to load | 
himſelf with bed-clothes. At his houſe at 


Hayes he fleeped i in a long room; at one end 


of which was his bed, and his lady's at the 
other. His way was, when he thought the 
Duke of Newcallle had fallen into any miſ- 
take, to ſend for him, and read him a lecture. 


the Duke was ſent for Once, and came, 


when Mr. Pitt was confined to bed by the 
out. There was, as uſual, no fire in the 


0 D room ; 


34 WALPOLIANA. 
toom; the day was very San, and the 
Duke, as uſual, aftaid of catching cold. The 
Duke firſt ſat down on Mrs.Pitt's bed, as the 
125 warmeſt place; then drew up bis legs into it, 
zs he got colder. The lecture unluckily 
5 continuing a conſiderable time, the Duke at 
length fairly lodged himſelf under Mrs. Pitt's 
bed- clothes. A perſon, from whom I had 
the. ſtory, ſuddenly going in, ſaw the two 
miniſters in bed, at the two ends of the room, 
while Pitt's long noſe, and black beard un- 


: ſhaved for ſome days, added to the . 
5 of. the ſcene, ; 


95 LIV DR. | JOUNSON. 


I cannot imagine that Dr. Johnſon' $ repu- : 
tation will be very laſting. His dictionary is 
a ſurpriſing work for one man but ſufficient 
examples in foreign countries ſnew that the 
taſk is too much for one man, and that a ſo- 
ciety ſhould alone pretend to publiſh a ſtan- 


dard dictionary. In Johnſon's dictionary, I 


can hardly find any thing I look for. It is 
full of words no where elſe to be found; and 
wants numerous words occurring. in good au- 


5 thors. 


dc 
tt 
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180 hors. In writing it is uſeful; as it one be 
8 doubtful in the choice of a word, it diplays. | 
; 35 = the authorities for its uſage. = : 
it, His eſſays I deteſt. They are full of what _ 
ly ; 1 call triptology, or repeating the ſame thing 
at thrice over, fo that three papers to the ſame 
's effect might be made out of any one papet | 
din the Rambler. He muſt have had a bad 

o beart his ſtory of the facrilege-in his voyage 


„ to the Weſtern Iſlands of e is a 1 N 
; mentable inſtance. 


Ly. PHYSIOGNOMY. | 
| "Th in his Phyſiognomy, fiye that 8 8 1 
1 Lord Anton, from his countenance, muſt = 


have been a very wiſe man. He was one of 
the moſt ng eta men 1 ever Knew. VVV 


VI. INDOLENCE. = 


When the Duke of Neweallle left hs | 
| miniſtry, a whole cloſet of American dif- 
Patches \ was found unopened. 


Lv0. MILTOY, 


Ik Milton nad written in Italian he would : 
have _, in my TT the moſt r | 
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: poet in a languages; ; for his own 


ſtrength of thought would have condenſed 
| OI _ Poon to a . __ 


IVIII. MARY UrEn « or SCOTLAND. 


"i think that the jetter from Mary 


Queen of Scotland to Elizabeth, about the 
amours of the latter, is genuine. 1 ſuppoſe it 
a forgery of Burleigh, to ſhew Elizabeth, if 

. ſhe had refuſed to condemn Mary, : 


It was the intereſt of Queen Elizabeth : 


ä miniſters to put Mary to death, 1. as they 

nad gone too far againſt her to hape or 

| mercy; and, 2. to ſecure a proteſtant ſuc- 1 

eeſſion. The above letter was publiſhed by 
| Haynes, among the Cecil Papers preſerved at 
Hatfield Houſe. His compilation i iS executed 

without judgment. 


I have read the apologies for Mas: ; but 
ſtill muſt believe her guilty of her huſband's 


death. So much of the advocate, ſo many 
ſuppoſitions, appear in thoſe long apologies, 


that they ſhew of themſelves that plain truth 


can hardly. be on that ſide. Suppoſe her 
, — all is caſy: there | is no longer a 


labyrinth, 155 


wWALPOLIANA. — 


jabyrinth, and a clue: all! is in. \the highway 
of human: n. 8 65 


"LIK: BRIBERY, . 


. you Ae into the laſt e of e 
Memoires de V. illars, you will find minutes of 
the French council, whence it appears that 
Fleury was acculed- of taking money from 
England, at a time when it was alleged that 
my father was bribed by France. The origin. 
of this mighty charge was, that Sir Robert 
Walpole had indorſed a bill of 5ool.. to a 


linen- draper in the Strand, with the fole view: 
of e that . 5 5 


bx, MINISTERS oF GEORGE THE SECOND: 8 


be miniſtries of George the Groen were 
al whig. The oppoſition conſiſted of old 


whigs, ſuch as Ruthout, and others; of Ja- 


cobites, ſuch as dir William * and 


Shippen. 

Sir Robert Walpele a” « 3 are cor- 
rupt; but I will yell you or one who is not. 
Shippen is not.” When Shippen came to 


take the oath of allegiance, Sir Robert Wal. 


23 „ yore 
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„  WALPOLIANA. 
5 ools'w was at | the board. Shippen had a wie 
of holding his glove to his mouth, and did fo 
when repeating the oath. Sir Robert pulled 
down his hand. hippen faid, * e that 


is not fair.“ e = 
New which 5 in the minority, keinen PR 


of: the miniſtry, were Pulteney, formerly 
joined in the adminiſtration with Sir Robert 


5 Walpole; Wa- whoſe father was 2 
true h and ict. 


| 12 IA EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 

| Farce. 

85 Mr. 0 Keefe has n our r audiences 
to bear with extravagance ; and were there 


not ſuch irreſiſtible humour in his utmoſt 
daring, it would be impoſſible to deny that 


he has paſſed even beyond the limits of non- 
ſenſe - but I confine this approbation to his 
85 Agreeable Surpriſe, In his other pieces there 
is much more untempered nonſenſe than hu- 
mour. Even that favourite performance | 
wondered that Mr. Colman dared to pro- | 
duce.“ 


5 | | | | LXII. Dramatic 


nne 39 
XII. Dramatic Chad. 


1 "Your jondarks;. that a piece full of 
t : marked characters would be void of nature, 
js moſt juſt. This i is fo ſtrongly my opinion, 
t that] thought | it a great fault in Miſs Bur- 


y MW ney's Cecilia, though it has a thouſand other 
= beauties, that ſhe has laboured far too much. 
a to make all her perſonages talk always in 


character. Whereas, in the preſent refined, 
or depraved, ſtate of human nature, moſt; 1 
people endeavour to conceal their real cha- — 
racter, not to diſplay it. A profeſſional man, 
as a pedantic Fellow of a College, or a Se/- 
man, has a characteriſtic dialect; but that 


is very different from continually W out 
| his ruling m—_— ” 


IXIII. | Song-writing. 
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8 « 2 hive. no more talent for writing a 

: long, than for writing an ode like Dryden' s. 

[ "= Gray's. It is a talent per ſe, and given, 
like every other branch of genius, by Na- 
ture alone. Poor Shenſtone was labouring 

5 through his whole life to write a perfeCt ſong 

; | | ren D 4 e —and,, 


Tz. 
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ual; 1 in my opinion at leaſt, never ſuc- 
7 ceeded—not better than Pope did i in a St, 


5 5 | Cecilian ode. I doubt not whether we have 
not gone a long, long way beyond the poffi- 


| bility of writing a good ſong. All the words 
in the language have been Go often employed 
on ſimple images (without which a ſong 
cannot be good); and ſuch reams of bad 
verſes have been produced in that kind; that 


I queſtion whether true fimplicity itſelf could 
pleaſe now. At leaſt we are not likely to 


— mo 


haue any ſuch thing. Our preſent choir of 

Poetic Virgins write in the other extreme. 
They colour their compoſitions ſo highly 
with choice and dainty phraſes, that their 


own dreſſes are not more fantaſtic and o- | 


mantic. Their nightingales make as many 
: diviſions as Italian ſingers.— But this is wan- 
dering from the ſubject: and while I only 


meant to tell you what I could not do myſelf, 
5 "ng Tow what others do ill.“ 
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IXI v. Poetic Epocks. 


6 1 will yet hazard one other opinion, 
: though n! to > compoſition in general, 
; There 


There are two periods favourable to poets— 1 
a rude age, when a genius may hazard any . 
thing, and when nothing has been foreſtalled. 
The other is, when, after ages of barbariſm : 
and incorrection, 7 maſter or wo produce 
models formed by purity and taſte. Virgil, 
exploded the licentiouſneſs that reigned be- Fr 
fore them. What happened? Nobody dared | 
# to write in contradiction to the ſeverity eſta- 
bliſhed; and very few had the abilities to ri - 
| val their maſters. Inſipidity enſues : no- 
velty is dangerous :—and bombaſt uſurps the 
throne, which had been dedaſed W a race : of 5 
TFaincants.. 5 


Criticiſm, . 


3 0 - is Rs to conſult hin before 
one ventures on publication but every ſingle 25 
perſon is as liable to be erroneous as an au- 
thor, An elderly man, as he gains expe- 
rience, acquires prejudices too: nay, old age 
has generally two faults—it is too quick- 
| ſighted into the faults of the time being; and 
too blind to the faults that reigned in his 


own youth; - which nn partaken of, or 
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Y having ane though injud; diciou ty; 3 
5 collects with ee e 


IVI. Dramatic Campoſiti lion. 


. 1 coakels too that there muſt hs: two D 
: diſtin views in writers for the ſtage; one of 
which is more allowable to them than to 
: pre authors. The one is durable fame— | 

the other, peculiar to dramatic authors, the 
view of writing to the preſent taſte (and per- 
haps, as you ſay, to the level of the audience). 
I do not mean for the fake of profit but 
even high comedy muſt riſk a little of its im- 
mortality by conſulting the ruling taſte. And 
| thence a comedy always loſes ſome of its 
beauties, the tranſient and ſome of its intel- 5 
ligibility. Like its harſher ſiſter, Satire, 
many of its alluſions muſt vaniſh, as the ob- 
jedes it aims at correcting ceaſe to be in vogue 
and perhaps that ceſſation, the natural 
death of faſhion, is often aſcribed by an au- 
thor to his own reproofs. Ladies would +0 

| have leſt off patching on the whig or tory | 

fide of their face, though Mr. Addiſon had 

not written his excellent Spectator. Proba- 
ws I "Mb 


dly even they who might be corteied by his 


reprimand. adopted ſome new diſtinction as 
nidiculous; not diſcovering that his ſatire was 


levelled at their partial animoſity, and not at 


the mode of placing their patches—for, : uns 
R fortunately, as the world cannot be cured of 85 
being fooliſh, 'a preacher who eradicates one 


fy: does but make r room for ſome cher. * 


IXVII. TRAGEDY AND COMEDY. ; 


"The critics generally conſider a tragedy a 8 
5 the next effort of the mind to an epic poem. 
For my part, I eſtimate the difficulty of 
writing a good comedy to be greater than 
| that of compoſing a geod tragedy. Not only 
equal genius is required, but a comedy de- 
mands a more uncommon aſſemblage of qua- 
lities— knowledge of the world, wit, good 
ſenſe, &c.; and itheſe qualities ſuperadded to 


| thoſe requiſite for tragical compoſition. | 


Congreve is ſaid to have written a comedy 
| at eighteen. It may be for | I cannot fay 
that he has any characteriſtic of a comic 
writer, except wit, which may ſparkle bright = 
at that age. His characters are ſeldom ge- 
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. e this: plots are ſometimes fitter fon 


tragedy. Mr. Sheridan is one of the moſt 
perfect comic writers I know, and unites the 


moſt uncommon qualities—his plots are ſuth- 
___ciently deep, without the clumſy intangle- 
ment, and muddy profundity, of Congreve— 

characters ſtrictly in nature wit without af- | 

| fectation. What talents! The complete orator 5 

in the ſenate, or in Weſtminſter- hall—and _ 

the excellent dramatiſt ! in the moſt. difficult 


"Wen of the drama! 3 


1 I XVIII. oM1510NS xoT ALWAYS LAPSES. | 


LY Lon * + * * did a ſhocking job, for which TY 
my father was blamed, There is a ſilly and 8 
falſe account of it, in the laſt edition of tho 
| Biographia, in a lite of him by Biſhop * * Ü 
his ſon, 1 had forgotten Lord * * * * in | 


| the Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors: 


when this was obſerved to me I waited on 
Lord * * * *, his ſon, and begged a liſt of his : 


father's works, apologizing at the ſame time 
for the omiſſion. His lordſhip ſaid, “ Sir, 
l beg you will not mention my father.” He 


was conſcious that it was a delicate matter to = 


7 mention him, 


; 3 f 2 


NW 


e 8 


IxIX. IMPOSITIONS. 


"Acute and ſenſible people are often the 
woll eaſily deceived. A deceit, of which T 
may be ſaid, It is impoſſible for ny one e to 
dare it, 5 Mage ſucceeds. | e f 


. REVOLUTIONS, 


"Good 1 men dre never concerned i in 1 revolu- 
tions, becauſe they will not go the lengths. - 
| Sunderland | cauſed | the revolution of 1 688, 
while Devonſhire ſtood aloof— the latter was _ 
the angel, the former the ſtorm. Bad men, 
and poiſonous plants, are ſometimes of Tupor- 5 


lative uſe | in ufa hands, 


IXXI. APPLAUSE THE 1 GENIUS. 


One quality I may ſafely arrogate to my- ; 
felf: I am not afraid to praiſe, Many are 
ſuch timid judges of compolttion, that they 
heſitate, and wait for the public opinion. 
Shew them a manuſcript, though they highly 
approve it in their hearts, they are afraid to 
commit themſelves by ſpeaking out. Several 


excellent works have periſhed from this cauſe; 


A writer 
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a writer of real talents being ben x a mere | 
- ſenſitive plant with regard to his own pro- 
5 ductions. Some cavils of Maſon (how infe- 
rior a poet and judge!) had almoſt induced 
Gray to deſtroy his two beautiful and ſub- 


lime odes. We ſhould not only praiſe, but 
haſten to privfe. ; 5 5 : 


| LXXIL. FRENCH TRAGEDY. 


. have: printed at strawberry Hill the 
e Ve Hale, a tragedy by the preſident 
Henault. It is rather a dramatic poem than 
a drama—like the other F rench tragedies. 
The word drama is derived, I believe, from a 

- Greek word ſignifying to a4. Now, in the 
French tragedies, there is little or no action; 
and they are, in truth, mere dramatic poems, 
compoſed wholly of conflicts of intereſts, 
paſſions, and ſentiments; expreſſed, not in 

the language of nature, but in that of decla- 

mation. Hence theſe intereſts, paſſions, and 
ſentiments, ſeem all overſtrained. and hors de 
a nature. In | 

I do not mean to deny juſt praiſe t to Cor- 
'neille and Racine—but their merit, like that 
8 
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of Metaſlaſio 8 Operas, is of a oeculiar kind. | 
It is not dramatic, not pity and terror moved 8 

by incident and action but an intereſt created : 
by perplexity, mental conflict, and ſituation. 

An Italian, an Engliſhman, a German, ex- 
pects ſomething very different in a drama, 
real action, and frequent een. „ 


XXIII. on GRACE. 1 COMPOSITION. 8 


0 LETTE R. 


June 26, _ 


To o your book, Sir, I am much obliged on 
many accounts, particularly for having re- 
called my mind to ſubjects of delight, to 
which it was grown dulled by age and indo- 
lence, In conſequence of your reclaiming 
it, I aſked myſelf whence you feel ſo much 
diſregard for certain authors whoſe fame is 
_ eſtabliſhed. You have aſſigned good reafons 
for withholding your approbation from ſome, 
on the plea of their being imitators—it was 
natural then, to aſk myſelf again, whence 
they had obtained ſo much celebrity? TI 

| think I have diſcovered a cauſe, which I do 
not remember to have {cen noted; and that 
cauſe: | 
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85 cauſe 1 I ſuſpect to have been, that certain of 
thoſe authors poſſeſſed grace do not take me 
for a diſciple of Lord Cheſterfield, nor ima- 


gine that I mean to erect grace into a capital 
_ Ingredient of writing but I do believe that 


it is a perfume that will preſerve from putre- 


faction; and is diſtinct even from ſtyle, 
which regards expreſſi, ion; grace I think be- 


longs to manner. It is from the charm uf 
grace that I believe ſome authors, not in vou 


favour, obtained part of their renown. Vir- 


Lil in particular and yet I am far from dil. : 
agreeing with you on his ſubject in general. 5 
There is ſuch: a dearth of invention in the 
Eneid [and when he did invent, it was often 
ſo fooliſhly]; ſo little good ſenſe, ſo little 
| variety, h and ſo little power over the paſſions, 


that I have frequently ſaid, from contempt 
for his matter, and from the charm of his 
harmony, that I believe I ſhould like his 


poem better, if [ was to hear it repeated, | 
and did not underſtand Latin. On the other 
hand, he has more than harmony; whatever 


he utters is ſaid gracefully, and he enobles 


his images, eſpecially ir in the Georgics, or at 
7 leaſt : 
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leaſt | it is more ſenſible there from the hu- 
mility of the ſubject. A Roman farmer 
might not underſtand his diction in agricul- 
ture - but he made a Roman courtier under- 
land farming, the farming of that age; and | 
could captivate a lord of Auguſtus's bed- 
chamber, and tempt him to liſten to themes 
of ruſticity. Statius and Claudian, though - 

talking of war, would make a ſoldier deſpiſe | 

them as bullies. That graceful manner of 

thinking! in Virgil ſeems to me to be more 
than ſtyle, if I do not refine. too much; 
and 1 admire, 1 confeſs, Mr. Addiſon's 
phraſe, that Virgil toſſed about his dung 
with an air of majeſty, A ſtyle may be ex- 


cellent without grace — for inſtance, Dr. 


Swift's. e may beſtow an immor= 
tal ſtyle, and one of more dignity ; yet elo- ; 
quence may want that eaſe, that genteel Air 
that flows from, or conſtitutes, grace. Ad- 
diſon himſelf was maſter of that grace, even 
in his pieces of humour, and which do not 
owe their merit to ſtyle; and from that com- 
| bined ſecret he excels all men that ever lived, 
but Shakeſpeare, 1 in humour, by | never _ 
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ping into an' approach towards burleſque and 
buffoonery, even when his humour deſcended 
| to characters that, in any other hands, would | ff 


have been vulgarly low. Is it not clear that g1 
Will Whimble was a gentleman, though he I © 
always lived at a diſtance from good com- e 


pany? Fielding had as much humour per- 1 
1 haps as Addiſon; but having no idea of grace, V 
is perpetually diſguſting. His innkeepers : 
and parſons are the groſſeſt of their profeſſion; 
and his gentlemen are awkward when — 
; ſhould be at their eaſe. 
The Grecians had grace in every thing, i in 
N poetry, in oratory, in ſtatuary, in architec- 
ture, and probably in muſic and painting. 
The Romans, it is true, were their imitators; 
but having grace too, imparted it to their 
- copies, which gave them a merit, that almoſt 
_ raiſes them to the rank of originals. Ho- 
| race's Odes acquired their fame, no doubt, 
from the graces of his manner, and purity of 
| His ſtyle; the chief praiſe of Tibullus and 
Propertius, who certainly cannot boaſt of 
more meaning than Horace's Odes. | 
Waller, whom you proſcribe, Sir, owed 


WATToriaxI. „ 


his reputation to the graces of his manner, 


hougs he frequently ſtumbled, and even fell 
flat: but a few of his ſmall pieces are as 
panel as poſſible: one might ſay, that he : 
excelled: in painting ladies in enamel, but 
could not ſucceed in portraits in oil large as 
life. Milton had ſuch ſuperior merit, that! 
will only ſay, that if his Angels, his Satan, | 
and his Adam, have as much dignity as the 
Apollo Belvedere, his Eve has all the deli- 15 
cacy and graces of the Venus of Medici, as a8 
his deſcription of Eden has the colouring of 
Albano. Milton' s tenderneſs imprints ideas 
as graceful as Guido's Madonnas; and the 
Allegro, Penſeroſo, and Comus, might be 


denoted from the three Graces; as the Ita- 


lians give ſingular titles to two or throe of Pe- : 
trarch” s beſt ſonnets, = 
Cowley, ] think, would hang had grace 
| (for his mind was graceful) if he had had 
any ear, or if his taſte had not been vitiated 
by the purſuit of wit; which, when it does 
not offer itſelf naturally, degenerates into 
tinſel or pertneſs. Pertneſs is the miſlaken 
allectation of grace, 2s: pedantry produces 
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erroneous as dipnity ; ; the familiarity of the one, 


and the clumſineſs of the other, diſtort, or 
prevent, grace. Nature, that furniſhes ſam- 


ples of all qualities, and in the ſcale of gra- 
dation exhibits all poſſible ſhades, affords us 


types that are more appoſite than words, 


The eagle is ſublime, the lion majeſtic, the 
_ ſwan graceful, the monkey pert, the bear ri- 
diculouſſy awkward. I mention theſe as 


oy more expreſſive and comprehenſive than 1 


could make definitions of my meaning; but 

I will apply the ſwan only, under whoſe 
wings I will ſhelter an apology for Racine, 
| whoſe pieces give me an idea of that bird. 

The colouring of the ſwan is pure, his atti- 
| tudes are graceful, he never diſpleaſes you 
when failing on his proper element. His 
feet may be ugly, his notes hifling, not mu- 
ical, his walk not natural; he can ſoar, but 
it is with difficulty. Still the impreſſion the 


ſwan leaves is that of grace—ſo does Racine. 


| Boileau may be compared to the dog, N 
whole ſagacity is remarkable, as wel] as its 
fawning on its maſter, and its ſnarling „* 
thoſe it Gflikes, 1 Boileau was too auſtere 

| 0 


waLToIIAxA. „ - 


to adinit the pliability of grace, he compen- 


ſates by ſenſe and propriety. He is like (for 


I will drop animals) an upright magiſtrate _ 
whom you reſpect ; but whoſe juſtice and 
ſeverity leave an awe, that diſcourages fami- 
liarity. His copies of the ancients may be 
too ſervile—but if a good tranſlator deſerve | 


praiſe, Boileau deſerves more: he certainly oh 


does not fall below his originals; and, Son. 
ſidering at what period he wrote, has greater ; 
merit ſtill. By his imitations he held out to 

his countrymen models of taſte, and baniſhed - 


totally the bad taſte of his predeceſſors. For . 


his Lutrin, replete with excellent poetry, 
| wit, humour, and ſatire, he certainly was not 
obliged to the ancients. Excepting Horace, 
| how little idea had either Greeks or Romans 
of wit and humour! Ariſtophanes and Lu- 
15 cian, compared with moderns, were, the one 
a blackguard, the other a buffoon, In my 
eyes, the Lutrin, the Diſpenſary, and the 
Rape of the Lock, are ſtandards of grace and | 
elegance, not to be paralleled by antiquity ; 
and eternal reproaches to Voltaire, whoſe in- 
= delicacy in the Pucelle degraded him as 


52 3 1 much, 5 


E „ ALTO LIAN A. 
- Much, when compared with the three au- 
thors 1 bare named, as his Henriade leaves 
Virgil, and even Lucan, whom he more re- 
ſembles, by far his ſuperiors. The Dunciad 
is blemiſhed by the offenſive images of the 
1 games, but the poetry appears to me admir- 
able; and though the fourth book has ob- 
ſcurities, [ prefer it to the three others. It 
has deſcriptions not ſurpaſſed by any poet that 
ever exiſted; and which ſ urely a writer merely 
— Ingenious | will never equal. The lines on 
Italy, on Venice, on Convents, have all the 
grace for which I contend, as diſtinct from 
- poetry, though united with the moſt beauti- 
ful; and the Rape of the Lock, beſides the 
originality of great part of the 1 aue, is a 
ſtandard of graceful writing. . 
In general, I believe that what J call or ace, 
18 denominated elegance ; but by grace 1 
mean ſomething higher. 1 will explain my 
ſelf by inſtances; Apollo 18  gracetul, Mer- 
cury elegant. 85 
Petrarch perhaps owed his * merit to 5 
. the harmony of his numbers, and the graces 
of his flyle. They conccal his poverty of 
: tes meaning, 
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meaning, and want of variety. His com- 
plaints too may have added an intereſt, 
which, had his paſſion been ſucceſsful, and. 
had expreſſed itfelf with equal ſameneſs, 
would have made the number of his ſonnets 5 
inſupportable. Melancholy i in poetry, lam = 
inclined to think, contributes to grace, when 
it is not diſgraced by pitiful lamentations, ſuch 
as Ovid's and Cicero's in their baniſhments. 
. We reſpect melancholy, becauſe it imparts a 
ſimilar affection, pity. A gay writer, who 
ſhould only expreſs ſatisfaction without va- 
|  Tiety, would ſoon be nauſeous. _ 8 
Madame de Sevigns ſhines both in ke: 
and gaiety. There is too much of forrow 5 
for her daughter's abſence; yet it is always _ 
expreſſed by new turns, new images; and 
often by wit, whoſe tenderneſs has a melan- 
choly air. When ſhe forgets her concern, 
and returns to her natural diſpoſition, gaiety, 
every paragraph has novelty : her alluſions, 
her applications, are the happieſt poſſible. 
She has the art of making you acquainted 
with all her acquaintance; and attaches you 
even to the ſpots ſhe inhabited, Her lan- 
5 ** Busge | 
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| guage 1$ "eat; though unfludied; and 

when her mind is full of any great event, the_ 
intereſts you with the warmth of a dramatic 
writer, not 2 the chilling impartiality of 


WE hiſtorian. Pray read her accounts of the 


death of ein and of the arrival of King 
3 James in France, and tell me whether you 
do not know their perſons, as if you bad 
lived at the time. For my part, if you will 
allow me a ward of digreſſion (not that l 
have written with any method), I hate the 
| cold impartiality recommended to hiſtorians; | 


fe vis me flere, dolendum eft primum ipfi bi- 


but that I may not wander again, nor tire, 
nor contradict you any more, I will finiſh 


now; and fhall be glad if you will dine at 


Strawberry- Ulill next Sunday, and take a bed 


there; when I will tell you how many more 1 


parts of your book have pleaſed me, than 


have ſtartled my opinions, or. perhaps, . 
a judices. 


YE am, Sir, your ae 9 3 . 
e ie WALPOLE. 
P. 8. Be . 0 good 3 as to let me know, by a 
bine by the poſt to Strawberry -Hill, whether I 
hall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you on Sund: y. 
Ixklr. 
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IXxIv. ANECDOTES oF THE STREETS. 


There is a French book called * 
5 des Rues de Paris. I had begun a ſimilar 
work, . Anecdotes of the Streets of Lon- 
don.“ I intended, in imitation of the French 
original, to have pointed out the ſtreets and 
houſes where any remarkable incident had 
happened. But I found the labour would be 
— too great, in collecting materials from va- 
nious reſources : and [ abandoned the deſign, 
; after having written about ten or tw elve 55 
pages. | 5 e 8 
: Os LAXV. BONS- vors. 3 
2 © - 8 made a colleSion of the witty 97 
ings of Charles II. I have alſo a collection 


of bons- mots, by people who only ſaid one 


_ witty thing in the whole courſe of their 8 
lives. 


| Charles II. W a high iter of a 
preacher | in the country, attended one of his 
; ſermons. Expreſſing his diſſatisfaction, one : 
of the courtiers replied, that the preacher was 
applauded to the ſkies by his congregation. | 
Aye,“ obſerved the King, * ſuppoſe his 


nonſenſe ſuits their nonſenſe,” | 
MAT 


LENVI, ein ROBERT WALPOLE. | 


"Goon the F irſt did not underſtand "2 
liſh. George the Second ſpoke the language 

7 pretty well, but with a broad German ac- 

cent. My father bruſhed up his old La- 
1 to uſe a phraſe of Queen Elizabeth, i in 
order to converſe with the firſt Hanoverian 
ſovereign: and ruled both * in ſpite of of 


5 even their miſtreſſes, 


LAXV 11. GEORGE 1. 


. CY can \ tell you, Hom anion au- 
. morty, a remarkable fact generally ſuſpect- , 
ce, but not accurately known. The count 
| Koningſmark, who aſlaſſinated Mr. Thynne 


in Pall-mall, afterwards became an admirer 


| of the wife of the Electoral Prince of Ha- 


nover, who was to ſucceed to the Engliſh 

_ throne by the ſtyle of George I, The prince 
was often abſent in the army, and Koningl- 

mark was ſuſpected to have occupied = 

place. The Elector being enraged at the 

Es real or ſuppoſed inſult, ordered Koningſmark 0 
to be ſtrangled... When George II. made his 


firſt] Journey 1 to > Hanover, he ordered ſome re- 


15 pairs E 
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pairs in the palace, and the body w was found : 
under the floor of the princeſs” drefling-room. : 


It is ſuppoſed the firſt cauſe of ſuſpicion 
4008 from Koningſmark's hat being found 


in the apartment of the princeſs. Dr. Hoad- 
ley, in his “ Suſpicious Huſband,” intro? 

| duces a ſimilar incident while the lady re- 
mains immaculate. This pleaſed George the 


Second, who was convinced of his mother's 


| innocence. It is whimſical that this prince | 
often expreſſed his anger by throwing down. — 


= his hat, and kicking | it about the room. 


George I. was, however, ſepar ated from 85 
bis wiſe; and there was no queen in his 
_ reign. He had two miſtreſſes. One was 
Miſs Schulenberg, afterwards created Ducheſs. 
of Kendal, a tall, thin gawky. The other : 


was the Counteſs of Platen, who was created 


Counteſs of Darlington ; and who, for ſize, _ 


might have been compared to an elephant 


and caſtle. This couple of rabbits occaſioned 
much jocularity on their fcſt RSG. FE 


| LXXVIII. UNIVERSITIES. 


King William aſked Mr. Locke bow long 5 
he 
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be thought the revolution principles might 
laſt in England. The philoſopher anſwered, 
„Till this generation ſhall have paſſed aw ay, 
and our univerſities ſhall have had time to 
5 breed a new one.” Many things I diſapprove 

; : in our univerſities, where the country gentle. | 
- men are educated i in rfl ” wy ee 


IXXIx. HISTORY. 5 


 Smollett s Hiſtory of England v was written 


1 in two years, and is very defective. 


Thinking to amuſe my father once, after h 


his retirement from the miniſtry, [ offered to 
read a book of hiſtory. 66 Any thing but hiſ- 
| tory,” laid be, 15 for kiſtory mult be falſe.” | 


LXXx. STYLE, - | 
With regard to ſtyle, I think Addiſon far | 


inferior to > Dryden—and Swift is much more 
© correct. 


Every e is now written in a good - 


ſyle. When I am conſulted about Riyle, I | 
often 17 T Got to the banker 8 ſhop for a 
| © well + | | 


Our common co. „ werſation is ncw in FE 
geod . 
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Jn ity 1 When this is the caſe, by the 
e progreſs of knowledge, writers are 
apt to think they muſt diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by an uncommon ſtyle — hence elaborate 
ſtiffneſs, and quaint brilliance. Had the au- 
thors of the ſilver age of Rome written juſt 5 
as they converſed, their works would have 
vied with thoſe of the golden age. What 1 
prodigious labour an author often takes o 
deſtroy his own reputation! As in old prints Os 
with curious flowered borders, uncommon 5 
induſtry 1 is exerted—only v to ruin n the effect. 


IXXXI. FAME. : 


Mach of reputation depends on | the 150 
in which it ariſes. The Italians proverbially . 
obſerve, that one half of fame depends on 
that cauſe. In dark periods, when talents 
appear, they ſhine like the ſun through a 
ſmall hole in the window-ſhutter. The 
ſtrong beam dazzles amid the ſurrounding 
_ gloom. Open the ſhutters, and the general 5 
diffuſion of 5 attracds n no notice. 8 


IXXXII. TRIFLES, 


| Literature has many revolutions. | If an 
| author 
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author could „ from che dead, FEY a bun- 
dred years, what would be his ſurpriſe at the 

adventures of his own works! 1 often ſay, 


8 Perhaps my books _ be: e publiſhed in 
T1 Paternoſter-Row.” 3, 


The name of Horatio 1 diſlike. It 1 


atrical; and not Engliſh. I have, ever ſince 
I 'was a youth, written and ſubſcribed Horace, 
an Engliſh name for an Engliſhman. In all 
my books (and perhaps you will think of the 
- numeroſus Horatius) 1 ſo ſpell my name. e 
1 always retain the To on my letters, and 
1 think the omiſſion an impropriety. The 
mere name is too naked, while the old ad- 
dreſſes were too prolix. We do not now ad- 
dreſs an Earl. as «+ Right Honourable; the 
bare title is thought more than Bi right” ho- | 
nourable. = 


IXXXIII. BISHOP HOADLEY, | 


Biſhop Hoadley was a true whig. He once 
preached a ſermon on the anniverſary of the 
| Reſtoration, and printed it with this witty 

title, The Reſtoration no Bleſſing without : 
che Revolution.” He uſed to expreſs great 

: : contempt 


con 
a8 2 
ing 


| and 


be 
lit 
to 


\F 


the throne, 
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contempt for the univerſities; 1 oblerved 1 
as an inſtance of their great progreſs in learn- of 
ing, that the one had ite Shakeſpear, 5 


and the other Hudibras RL 


IXXXIV. SECRET SERVICES. | 


F obſerve that Sir John Sinclair, in his 
book on the revenue, builds much on N 
lingbroke's aſſertions, which, as proofs, ar amount 
to nothing. | 

Some have confideitly aſſerted, a Sit 
Robert Walpole' s large ſecret ſervice mo- 
ney went to newſpapers ; while, in fact, it 
was neceſſary in order to fix this family on 
Lord Orrery, ſecretary to the 
Pretender, had a penſion from Sir Robert 
Walpole of two thouſand pounds a year. 
The lord, his ſucceſſor, who wrote the life of 
Swift, took Lord Orford aſide in the Houſe 
of Peers, and told him he had made ſtrange 
diſcoveries in his father's papers. Aye, 
ſaid Lord Orford, but the leſs you ſpeak ot 
that, the better. You are an honeſt man, 8 


and that is s enough. a 


= Hanmer' 5 and Dr. Grey 5, 
LAXXV, 


N eee 


IxXXxv. : FACTION CONFUTED By FACTS, 


It was not Lord Bath, but Lord Egmont 


10 wrote the famous e 1 85 X00 


confuted "TI FaQts,” 2 


. IXXXVVI. PRINCESS DOWAGER or WALES. 


The king had quarrelled with Bute before 


he came to the throne; it was his mother, | 
the princeſs dowager, who forced her fon to 
_ employ that nobleman. 4 am as much con- 
vinced of an amorous connexion between B. 
: and the P. D. as if I had ſeen them together, 


The P. D. was a woman of ſtrong mind. 


| When ſhe was very ill, ſhe would order her 
carriage, and drive about the ſtreets, to ſhew 
that ſhe was alive. The K. and Q. uſed to 
go and ſee her every evening at eight o'clock; 
but when ſhe got worſe they went at ſeven, 
' pretending they miſtook the hour. The 
night before her death they were with her 
from ſeven to nine. She keeped up the con- 
verſation as uſual, went to bed, and was 
ſound dead in the morning. She died of the 
evil, which quite confumed her. 


IXXXVII. 


bee 
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LexxviL. MISCELLANEOUS ANTIQUITIES. 


Here is a li of « curious anicks,. which 1 


intended for other Numbers of my Miſcella- 


neous Antiquities, 1 chat e Dad 


been encouraged. 


. Original Fan hou Clonal. 5 
Monk to King Charles II. concerning the 
Plan of Government he was to follow, 1660. 

2. Co. Letter from Mr. William Neve 
to Sir Thomas Holland, 9 the Death : 
and Funeral of James I. 

3. Co. Singular Letter * Sir Tos 
Stahops 17 April, 1597; a ſpecimen of the i 


court bribery of the tines. 


4. Co. Letter from the Ducheſs of TR | 
land to King Charles II. from the original in 
Lord Berkſhire's hands, Paris 1678. 
5. Co. Nine Letters from the celchrated 


Earl of Rocheſter to his Counteſs. 


6. Deſcription of a curious MS. temp. H,- 
VI.; with a French Poem addrefled by the 


Earl of Shrewſbury to that King's queen. 


7. (Printed Tract.) A Relation of Lo 


Wade, 2 to. Spam 1604, by 


Ft Robert 
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1 Robert Treſwell, Somerſet ken, 1605 


mn YE. | 
0 te Co. The Bee, » Poem, by the Earl of £ 
3 Eſſex, 1508. L 
| = © A Letter of News from T. Ciel z 
"8 . 1634. 3 1 
i pn oo co. A Ales Letter from a x rich = 
1 . Heireſs upon her Marriage. „ 
Ul e (Printed Tract. ) A Maſque; inwhich 
|| OO. Prince Charles acted, 1636. „ 
ll; a ExtraQts N the ; Wardrobe of 

TE Edward II. 5 


V of a long and e curious Later of 
Father Peter, Confeſſor of James II. to Fa- 
ther La Chaiſe, Confeſſor of Lewis XIV. on 

the State of * in England, dated Wo 

. March, 1689, | 
14. Original Letter of Oliver Cromwell 


to his Wife, after the * of Pn 
| 16 8 | 
n Co. Letter from Sir Edward Herben, | 
Father of Lord Herbert of Cherbury. 
16. Co. Siogular Letter from Sir Symonds | 
- d' Ewes, 16 25. 
1 7. Relation of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham . 


5; 


of 
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ka? 8 Entertainment in France 10750 and 


ſome Notes, &c. by Lord Clarendon.—A 


moſt remarkable account of the murder of 5 


Lady Leiceſter by her Lord. 1 
18. Co. Letters from ths Marys to Lady 


- Ruſſell, Widow of Lord Ruſſell, from the 
Originals in the Foſſeffion of the Duke * 
Bedford. e 

19. Original Letter from . me 25 

rine Par, the Year ſhe died, 1548, to the 

Lord High Admiral Seymour, her Huſpanxe. 

"20 Letter from oP . to Cardi- ” 

: nal 4 


21. Original Letter from Lady Hunting 


Z don to Cardinal Pole. 


2. Another Original Leter to Cardinal 


Pole. a 


. The C Original PW Book of the 


Marquis of Buckingham, the moſt magnifi- 
cent Peer of his Time, 1622 and ſeq. as kept 
by his Treaſurer. (From this * volume 
7 extracts ſhould be on. } Rk 


| LXXXVIII. LIFE or MRS. BELLAM V. 8 
I have been reading a book called Mrs. 


Bellamy” $ Apology for her Life. To my 


. On certain 
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| certain wiede one half of it is falſe; ; and 
I therefore believe the whole | is in the like 
ene, 5 


.Y 


LAXXIS, JUNIUS. 4 


"4: was informed, by Sir John eine that 
" day, w hen he was at Mr. Grenville's, 
| Mr. G. told Sir John, that he had that 
morning received a letter from Junius, ſay⸗ 

ing, that he eſteemed Mr. G. and might 
ſoon make himſelf known to him. This 
atfords me proof poſitive that the celebrated 

PE author of thoſe letters could not be Mr. 
15 Greuville's ſecretary, as was reported * 2. 


* Mr. TOM recent Aer on this topic, in his 
_ uſual inaccurate way of ih%e dixit, without any reference or 
5 authority, may be the truth, but is certainly very improba- 
blo. A young Iriſhman, author of the Letters of Junius! | 
T his embryo Burke would infallibly have been produced | in 
g piiblic life, as his talents deſerved. The maſculine maturity 
ol the ſtyle indicates an experienced writer. The tone is that 
of a man converſant in public affairs. Why die in an ob- 
ſcure ſituation, in the Eaſt Indies, when a mere diſcovery of 


his own ſecret would have inſured fame and fortune? Hicre- 


duauu adi. Ale æulig reſembles the ſiyle of Juniu but bow | 
many ſucceſsful 4mitations of his ſtyle have appeared! It is 


ealy 


* 


2 2? rally : 


d 
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1 really ſuſpect Single-ſpeech Hamilton to 
1 been the author, from the following 
circumſtance. One day, at a houſe, where 
he happened to be, he repeated the contents 
of that day's Junius; while, in fact, the 
printer had delayed the publication till next 
day. Hamilton was alſo brought forward by _ 
Lord Holland; and it is remarkable, that Lord 
Holland, though wy (pert to cenſuge, i is not 
once mentioned. | : 
____ Garrick, dining with me, alt me, t chat, 5 
having been at Woodfall's, he learned that 


the Janius of that day would be the laſt. 


Vpon which, hurrying to St. James? , he re- 
ported this intelligence to ſeveral people. 8 

Next day he received a letter from Junius, 
informing him that, if he uſed ſuch freedoms, 
a letter to him ſhould appear. From this | 

_ Garrick concluded that the author was about 
| the court. 


| eaſy to ape any | fyle—but to ed a new ayle of 2 

force and dignity is a different matter! 
Among mere conjectures, the following may have its 
: are The t tle is, © The Letters of Junius. Stat nominis 


a.” Funius is the umbra, the trauſlat on, of Young only. 


1 can the motto refer to the fate, then in an acme of 


 frlendour, | 


; F „„ 


. | | "0 7 e 


835 XC, BOLINGBROKE AND | MARLBOROUGH. | 


B 1 
5 . Lord Bolingbroke diſcovered a foible of re 

|! 5 the great Duke of Marlborough, that he de- 25 

eee e tying Miſs Jennings's garters. 

| ; When he repeated the ſtory, he uſed to add, 

= 27 What is known to women is known to 

ENS the world. 4 Is | 

| 8 v0. PORTRAITS OF MARY QUEEN | a 

| | : scors. : 

=: "The falſe portraits of Mary Queen: of 

| . Scots are infinite — but there are many ge- 

=: nuine, as may be expected of a woman who 

| un Queen of France, Dowager of France, 

—_— Queen of Scotland. I have a drawing by 

| x; . Vertue, from a genuine portrait unengraved. 


That artiſt was a papiſt and a Jacobite, and 
idoliſed Mary. At Lord Carleton's deſire, 
and being paid by him, Vertue engraved a 
_ pretended Mary, in that nobleman's poſſeſ- 
fion, but loudly declared his diſbelief. Yet 
has this portrait been copied in Freron's cu- 
rious Hiſtoire de Marie Stuart, Londres (Pa- 
| ni), 745 2 vols. 12mo. and in * other 

Works; 


| WALPOLIANA, | EE | 71 


gh; while the genuine Mary by Vertue, 1 
with the ſkeleton and her * has not been 5 
N | re-engraved. 


— 


e 8 The ward is dy le | 
To all the truth it ſees or hear, 
ö But ſwallows nonſenſe and a lie en] 
) 55 With greedineſs and dluttony. 


1 85 ſays Hudibras, 1 believe; for I quote 28 
15 from 2 at = 


£77008 MR. TowNLey' 8 HUDIBRAS. > 


5 0 of Hudibras, i it was long eſteemed 5 
an impoſſibility to give an adequate tranſla- 
tion of that ſingular work, in any language 
ſtill more in French, the idiom of which is 
very remote from the conciſeneſs of the ori- 
ginal. To our aſtoniſhment, Mr. Townley, 
an Engliſh gentleman, has tranſlated Hudibras 
into French, with the n and conciſeneſs ; 
of the — 15 | 


75778 „at. AND. MICE—LORD 
| | PEMBROKE. | 


e aſter breakfaſt, in the ſuminer ; 
) ſealon, at leaſt, Mr. Walpole uſed to mix 
7 bread 


* 8 IL Por IAA. e 


TE "VEST 444 mik in a large baſon, and throw it 
out at the window of the fitting-room, for 

the ſquirrels; who, ſoon after, came down, 
from the high trees, to enjoy their allowance. 
. This ibis of tameneſs and confidence, led 


to one yet 1 more een related * Mr. 
Walpole. . | 


When I viſited 1 old Earl of Pambroks, 


at Wilton, he would always, before dinner, 

15 cut a ſlice of bread into ſmall dice, and ſpread 
deem on the chimney- piece of the dining- 
room. I was at firſt ſurpriſed at this cere- 
mony, till I faw 4 number of mice creep 
from inviſible crevices, to partake. the Earls | 

_ unuſual hoſpitality. = | 


That nobleman had ſeveral eccentrieities. i 


: He one morning took it into his head to daub 
with colours the cheeks and eyes of his fine 


ſtatues. Tranſported with the novelty of his 


_ creation, he ran in queſt of the ladies, to 
ſhew them this ſurpriſing improvement. 
Meanwhile a waggiſh youth, his relation, 
had extended the colouring to ſome other 
parts. Walk in, ladies, it is life itſelf,” 
faid the old carl. His ſurprite, and the con- 


fuſion 


or e e AN 

, lv. BIOGRAPULA. 

+ 1 had happened to ſay that the Biographia 

d : Britannica was an apology for every body. 5 

a. This reached the ears of Dr. Kippis, who 
was publiſhing a new edition Band who re- 


bh ſurpriſed with a vifit from the Doctor, who 
5 came to ſolicit materials for my father” $ life. 5 
25 Yo ou | may wed: I yy renee; fo refuſcd. | 


xkcl. CONNOISSEURS. 


Dr. Docitel was a poor creature. th 
was keeper of the library at Lambeth; and T 
wanted a copy of that limning there, which 

zs prefixed to my Royal and Noble Authors. 
Applying to the DoCtor, I found nothing 
but delays. I muſt purchaſe his works, and 
take ſome of his antiques at an exorbitant 


price, &c. Completely diſguſted, I applied 


to the Archbiſhop himſelf, who immediately 


5 permitted a drawing to be Alen. 
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bon of the women, OW be eaſily. ima- * : 


= torted that the life of Sir Robert Walpole 1 
; ſhould prove that the Biographia was not an 
i apology for every. body. Soon after I was 
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Sir * 1 is another poor creature of a 
5 e He is, in truth, a mere dealer 
= antiquities, and ſome of any, not the. 

| moſt — a 


E xl. FONTENELLE, - 


5 * Foptenalte; 4 in his old age, was very deaf, : 
” ad was always attended in company by 2 
nephew, a talkative, vain young man. When 


any thing remarkable had eſcaped Fonte 


nelle's auditory nerve, he uſed to apply to his 
| nephew, „What was ſaid! ?” This cox- 
comb would often anſwer, 66 Uncle, I ſaid— 
Bab, was the conſtant retort t of the philo- 
5 fopher. , „ f 
5 xcVII. INFIDELITY, 
5  Fontrnclle 8 Dialogues | on the Plurality of 
Worlds, firſt rendered me an infidel. Chriſ- 
tianity, and a plurality of worlds, are, in my 
opinion, irreconcileable. Indeed, one would 
be puzzled enough to reconcile modern diſ- 
coveries on this globe alone, with any divine 
revelation. I never try to make converts; 
but expect and claim to enjoy my own opi- | 
nion, and other people may enjoy theirs, It 
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is is my Bill of Rights. If a e ſyſtem 8 
be infallibly true, and inſpired by heaven 
itſelf, what human effort can injure it? In- 
tolerance is, ipſo faclo, a proof of falſehood. 
Truth, far from being too delicate to be 
touched, is ſtrengthened. by oppoſition and 
diſcuſſion, Vet, in what country is a =; 
oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed religion -per= 
mitted? Are not fame, rewards, emolu- 
ments, wholly on the ſide of the prieſthood? _ 
| Ought they not to be open to all perſuaſions? 
One man gets an archbiſhopric, and ten 
thouſand a year, ſor aſſerting a ſyſtem per- . 
5 haps falſe. He who could even mathemati- 6 T 
: cally, if poſſible, demonſtrate its falſehood, 
would only run a riſk of being burnt. Is 
| this truth? Is this equality of diſcuſſion? 
O fye, gentlemen ! firſt lay down your pre- 
ferments, and then argue. Arguments from 
ſelf-intereſt are of no avail with the wiſe. 
But as diſintereſtedneſs and poverty were the 
very foundations of your ſyſtem, ſo ſelf-inte- 
5 reſtedneſs and wealth will be its run. 
| Atheiſm I diſlike. It is gloomy, uncom- 
fortable; and, in m eye, unnatural and 
irrational, g 
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irrational. 11 certainly requires more ches 5 

luiey to believe that there is no God, than to 
believe that there is. This fair creation, thoſe : 
magnificent heavens, the fruit of matter and 


1 chance! Oo impoſſible | 


I go to church ſometimes, in order t to in- 
9 0 4 my ſervants to go to church. I am no 
hypocrite. I do not go in order to perfuade 

them to believe what I do not believe myſelf. 

A good moral ſermon may inſtruct and be- 
nefit them. 1 only fet them an example of | 


7 gs | not of alloying.” 


— XOVILL, | METHOD. 


My neighbour, Mrs. , ig a rank 1 me- 


dhodiſt. She torments all the pariſh. She 


wanted me to turn away an old ſervant, is 
_ cauſe he had two baſtards. I pity her huſ- 
band. A man, occupied with India and 


China, to be plagued with a methodiſt wife 


She wants to convert him. This China, i in- 


dced, is a bad doſe. Hundreds of millions w ho 


PE | have never heard of Chriſt and Judea, nor of 
Mahomet and Arabia! Even the Salwvator 
Mundi, die to no purpoſe! To fave the | 


- hundredth 
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ec each part of the hundredth ict of * . 
fraction of mankind | WW hat an inſult to the 
faith! We obvght to have a cruſade againſt 
thoſe Chineſe, and baptize them in their 
blood, by all means. The IN! infi- 


dels! | 
© xix. ARMSTRONG'S WORKS. bs 


Dr. Armſtrong's Poem e on Health is very e 
wat: I was induced t'other day to glance at 
his own collection of his works in two ſmall 
volumes. His pride is moſt diſguſting. If ST 
vou believe him, there was no judge of poetry ; - 
in England — except himſelf. An author 5 
| ſhould either know, or ſuppoſe, that there SE 
are in this enlightened country thouſands of 
readers, who might perhaps write as well as 
| himſelf, on any topic; but who, at any rate, 
may be ſuperior judges, though they be too 


lazy to call their taſte into active exertion. 


Hlis proſe is quaint and unintereſting; often 
puerile.—I only remember his objection to 


the phraſe ſalject matter, which is juſt, His 


tragedy has no incidents, and the language is 
all in a flutter, His Winer, in imitation of 


Shakſpeare, deſeryes to be better known, 
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E. ORIGINAL LETTER, ON IMPROV EMENTs 
ox THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE dT 


"Yes I received your book, Sir, 8 ſcarce 
- from reading till I had finiſhed it; {6 
admirable 1 found it, and fo full of good 
| ſenſe, brightly delivered. Nay, I am pleaſed 

with myſelf too, for having formed the ſame 

opinion with you on ſeveral points, in which 
we do not agree with the generality of men. 
On ſome topics I confeſs as frankly I do not 
- concur with you; conſidering how many 


you have touched, it would be wonderful if 


we agreed on all, for I ſhould not be ſincere 


if I aid I did. There are others on which I 


| have formed no opinion, for I ſhould give 


5 myſelf an impertinent air with no truth, if I 7 


| pretended to have any knowledge of many 
ſubjects, of which, young as you are, you | 
| ſeem to have made yourſelf maſter. Indeed 
I have gone deeply into nothing, and there- 
fore ſhall not diſcuſs thoſe heads on which! 
we differ moſt, as xs probably I I ſhould not de- 


* The book alluded to was written in \ early youth, and | 


has many juvenile crude i * lance abandoned by its 
author, | 


fend 5 - 
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441 my opinions well. There is but one 5 
part of your work to which I will venture 
any objection, though you have conſidered it 
much, and I little—very little indeed with 
regard to your propoſal, which to me is but 
two days old. I mean, your plan for the 
improvement of our language, which I allo 


has ſome defects, and which wants correction 


in ſeveral particulars. The ſpecific amend- 
ment which you propoſe, and to which I ob- 
|  jeR, is the addition of a's and 7s to our ter- 
minations. To change s for a in the plural 
number of our ſubſtantives and adjectives, 
would be ſo violent an alteration, that I be- 
lieve neither the power of Power, nor the 
power of Genius, would be able to effect it. 
In moſt caſes I am convinced that very ſtrong 
innovations are more likely to make impreſ- 
ſion than ſmall and almoſt imperceptible 
differences, as in Religion, Medicine, Poli- 
| tics, &c.; but I do not think that Language 
can be treated in the ſame manner, eſpeci- 
ally in a refined age. When a nation firſt 
emerges from barbariſm, two or three maſ- 
; terly w writers may operate wonders ; and the 
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55 fower the number of writers, 28 1 number 
is ſmall at ſuch a period, the more abſolute is 

5 their authority. But when a country has 
deen poliſhing itſelf for two or three centu- 
ries, and when conſequently authors are in- 
numerable, the moſt ſupereminent genius (or 
| whoever is eſteemed ſo, though without 
foundation), poſſeſſes very limited empire, and 
is far from meeting implicit obedience. 
Every petty writer will conteſt very novel 
inſtitutions;.every inch of change in any lan- 
guage will be diſputed: and the language 
will remain as it was, longer than the tri- 
bunal, which ſhould diftate very we 
_ neous alterations. : 
With regard to adding aoroto 5 naked con- 
ſonants, conſider, Sir, ſhould the ulage be 

adopted, what havoc would it make? All 
our poetry would be defeCtive in metre, or 
would become at once as obſolete as Chaucer; 
and could we promiſe ourſelves, that we 
___ ſhould acquire better harmony, and more 
rhimes, we ſhould have a new crop of pocts 

to replace. Milton, Dryden, Gray, and I am 

ſorry {you will not allow me do add, Pope? 
You. 


wn! 
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To night enjoin our proſe to be l . 


as you have done by the Spectator in your 


##*##*##*, but try 885 $ — by your a i 
inſtitution. . 
py beg your pardon : for wen trivial obferes- 5 
tions. I aſſure you 1 could write a letter 
ten times as long, if 1 were to ſpecify all I 
like in your Work. I more than like moſt of 
it; and 1 am charmed with your glorious 
Jove of liberty, and your other humane and 
noble ſentiments, * 5 a - 
„32 ® * #* „ „ + * * 
It is as pelt as uncommon, and gives me 
23 good an opinion of your heart, Sir, as 
your book docs of your great ſenſe. Both 


aſſure me that you will not take ill the li- 


berty I have uſed in exprefling my doubts 
on your plan for amending our language, or 
tor any 1 may uſe in diflenting from a few | 
other ſentiments in your work; as I ſhall in 
what I think your too low opinion of ſome _ 
of the French writers, of your preferring _ 
Lady Mary Wortley to Madame Sevigne ; 

and of your eſteeming Mr. Hume a man of 
a deeper and more fold under mY than 
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Mr. Gray. 310 the ber laſt arüches it is in 
| poſſible to think more differently than we 
do. In Lady Mary's letters, which I never 
ed Sula read but once, I diſcovered no merit of 
any ſort; yet I have ſeen others by her (un- 
| publiſhed) that have a good deal of wit; and 
for Mr, Hume, give me leave to ſay, that I 
think your opinion, that he might have 'rultd 
a fate, ought to be qualified a little, as in the 
very next page you ſay —his Hiftory is a mer: 
| apology for prerogative, and a very weak one, 
If he could have ruled a tate, one muſt pre- 
: ſume at beſt that he would have been an 
able tyrant and yet I ſhould ſuſpect that a 
man who ſitting cooly in his chamber could 
| forge but a weak apology for prerogative, 
would not have exerciſed it very wiſely. | 
knew perſonally, and well, both Mr. Hume 
and Mr. Gray; and thought there was no 
degree of eompariſon between their under- 
ſtandings—and, in fact, Mr. Hume's writ- 
ings were ſo ſuperior to his converſation, that 
1 frequently ſai he underſtood nothing till 
He had written upon it. What you fay, Sir, 
"i the Gikcord. in his hiſtory from his love of 
| prerogative, 


Y 1 1 
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aferogative, and hatred of churchaion,. flat- 


ters me much, as I have taken notice of that 
very unnatural diſcord in a piece I printed 5 
ſome years ago, but did not publiſh, and 
which I will ſhew to you when I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you here: a fatisfaQtion I 


ſhall be glad to taſte whenever you will let 


me know you are at leiſure after the begin- 70 

ning of next week. I am, Sir, with great 
reſpect and eſteem, 285 e humble 5 
e e 


Hon. Walrolz. | 


5 eau. 1, Fo 22, The 5 


1 ei. LORD CHESTERFIELD. 


The reaſon why Lord Cheſterfield aonhl - 
* ſucceed at court was this. After he re- Tf 
turned from his embaſly at the Hague, he 
chanced to engage in play at court one night, 
and won 15001. Not chooſing to carry ſuch 

a ſum home, at ſo late an hour, he went to 
the apartment of the Counteſs of Suffolk, 


the royal miſtreſs, and left the money with 


| her, The Queen's apartments had a window 
which looked) into the ſtaircaſe n to thoſe 


83 me 
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of the Conn, and ſhe was im of the 


tranſaction. She ruled all, EPR EM ob. 


: ew to * ever IP NES. - 


ein. COUNTESS or SUFFOLK. . 


This: Counteſs of Suffolk had onrid, Me, 
55 Howard; and they were ſo poor, that they 
took a reſolution of going; to Hanover, before 
the death of Queen Ann, in order to pay 
their. court to tlie future royal family. Such 
was their poverty, that, having invited ſome 
friends to dinner, and being diſappointed of a 
ſmall remittance, ſhe: was forced to fell her 
hair to furniſh the entertainment. Long 
wigs were then in faſhion ; and her hair, be- 
ing fine, long, and e produced twenty 


55 pounds. 5 
Sir Robert Walpole never paid any court 


to Lady Suffolk; a circumſtance which 

greatly recommended him to Queen Caro- 
Une. Upon Mr. Howard's becoming Earl 

of Suffolk, by his brother's death, he wiſhed 
to reſcue his wife, but dared not attempt it 
in the verge of the court, Once he formed 
the plan to carry her off, as ſhe went to 
e Hamp ton 


Hampton- court palace, but the Duke of Ar- "I 
gyle, and his brother, Lord Ilay, carried her 
out in a. Re” DN at bo, ook 0 clock in the | 

| morning. 5 | 
The tory party a to try if f Lady |; 
Suffolk had any intereſt, prevailed on her to 
requeſt; that Lord Bathurſt ſhould be made 
an earl. It was refuſed, and the party loſt : 


all —— 


The Ni ec "Os 11. u 
; deſperately 1 in love with Miſs Ballenden; who 
| hated him. Mrs. Howard went between 5 
them, but not ſucceeding, the Prince was 
| forced to content himſelf with the mediatrix, | 
who was not pretty, but very agreeable. _ | 


Miſs Ballenden was exquiſitely beautiful, 


and as great an- ornament to the court of 
George J. as her country woman, Miſs Stuart, 
had been to that of Charles II. She was the 
daughter of Lord Ballenden, and married 

Colonel Campbell, after wards Duke of Ar- 
gyle. 5 


Aer her marriage, her former rojul hover; 
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ee by her - Sflain, dow. failed to fi 
up to her at court, and ſay ſuch cruel thing 
| that ſhe would colour, and be moſt uneaſy, 
| Ungenerous, certainly, as he ought rather to 
| have applauded her virtue. Henry IV. of 
| France, you know, praiſed the lady who an- 
|  ſwwered him, that the only an: to ber cham- 
ber 12 N che W 


e. SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


On the death of George L my father killed 
55 wo horſes, i in carrying the tidings to his ſuc- 
cCeſſor: and, kneeling down, aſked jwho 
= ſhould compoſe his Majeſty's ſpeech? The 
King told him to go to Sir Spencer Compton. 
That gentleman, unuſed to public buſineſs, 
was forced to fend to Sir Robert, to requeſt 
his affiſtance in the compoſition. The Queen, 
vpon this, aſked the King if it were not bet- 
ter to employ his father's miniſter, who 
could manage his buſineſs without the help 

— another? My father 1 was 8 re- 
appointed. | 
Somebody had told the Princeſs, afier- 
wards Queen Caroline, that Sir Robert Wal- 
e e 


| WALPOLIANA« ” I; 

= had called her a fat bitch. It was not 

But upon ſettling. her jointure by 
ee when-ſhe was Princeſs of Wales, 
and 50,0001: being propoſed, Sir Robert 
moved and obtained 100,0001. The Prin 
| ceſs, in great good-humour, ſent him word b 
that the fat bitch bad een him. 


ev. FREDERIC PRINCE or WALES. _ 


: 1 ſeems fatal to the Houſe of Brunſwick 
to diſplay 4 conſtant ſucceſſion: of quarrels. 
between father and. fon. George II. had 
quarrelled with his father. Frederic, Prince 

of Wales, was a worthleſs fon; The cant of 

| lberty,. aſſumed by his partiſans, was truly 
| ludicrous, as much. ſo as the Prince's pre- 
tended taſte for poetry and the arts. I recol- 
lect none of his anceſtors eminent in arms: 

and that any of the family ſhould have a real 

_ taſte for letters, or the arts, * be little. 

- mort of a miracke-. 


VI. CORRUPTION. 


I my youth I thought of writing a thim- 
en mankind, but now in my age I think 1 
5 = vs = _ ſhould 
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187 0 write an apology for hem. Sevent 
: worthy men, whom I know, fall into ſuch 
unexpected ſituations, that to me, who know 
| theſe ſituations, their conduct is matter of 
e and not of blame. 7. 


Sir Robert Walpole uſed to cy. that it 


was fortunate ſo few men could be prime mi- 
niſters, as it was beſt that few ſhould tho- 
roughly know the ee wickedneſs of 
mankind. 


I never head hin fay, that 1b men A Gon 


their prices; and I believe no o ſuch expreſſion 
ever came from his mouth. 


1 evi. MAXIM or ' GOVERNMENT, 


"ie Robert $ grand maxim of government 


Was Quicta ne moucle: a maxim quite A o- 
lite to thoſe of our toys. 


evi. WALPOLE nds MASON. 


1 wall tell you a great ſecret, the San of : 


my late difference with Mr. Maſon [1485]. 
Lord H. Maſon, and J, uſed often to 
meet together, as we cordially agreed in our 
ſentiments of the 1 mmealures purſued 


during 


1 
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anion this reign. But when the falls bil! 
of Fox came to be agitated, Maſon took a 
decided part againſt it; nay, wrote to me 
that, upon this occaſion, every one ought to 
_affiſt the King; and warmly recommended | ir g 
to me to uſe my influence in that cauſe, 5 
Vou may imagine I was a little furpriſed „ 
at this new ſtyle of my old friend, and the 
impertinence of giving his advice unaſked, 1 
returned a light, jronical anſwer. As Maſon + 5 
bad, in a ſermon preached before the Arch- 
| biſhop of York, publicly declared that he 
would not accept of a biſhopric, if offered to 
him, 4 jeeringly, told him that I ſuppoſed his 5 
antipathy to a biſhopric had ſubſided. He 
being alſo the firſt promoter of the Vork 
aſſociations (which I never approved), 1 
added, that I ſuppoſed he intended to uſe that 
| fool WII as a tool of popularity. For 
WV js ſo ſtupid that he cannot even write 
Engliſh; and the firſt York aſſociation paper, 
which is written by W##*, is neither ſenſe. 
nor grammar. 
Io return to Lok H. He was fo WY 
| noxious to o the court that, when his mother 
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5 lately died, the Queen did not ſend a te 
do his Counteſs, to ſay that ſhe would call 
on her; though this be always done in eti- 


quette to a counteſs, and as conſtantly refuſed; 


| In conſequence Lord and Lady H. never 


went near the court. But when Fox's India 


dill came to the Houſe of Lords, Lord H. 
probably by Maſon's ſuggeſtions, remained 

to the very laſt of the queſtion, and much 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf againſt it. The conſe- 
quence was, that, a few days after, Lord H. 
aulled on me, to ſay that the King had ſent 
"KK. meſſage, requeſting his acceptance of 
debe embaſſy to Spain: and he concluded with | 

begging my advice on the occaſion, I told 
dim at once that, ſince the King had ſent 
ſichh a meſſage, I thought it was in fact beg- 
ging pardon : “ and, my Lord, I think you 
muſt go to court, and return thanks for the 
boffer, as you do not accept it. But lo and be- 
| hold! in a day or two Lady H. was made 
Ady of the bedchamber to the Queen; and 
Lord H. was e N in * : 


a drawing-room. 


Soon alter _—_ in another lexer, aſked oy 


| rere ny; et os mutamur in illi. 


» Such were Mr. Walpole's preciſe weuk. i in 1785 — 15 
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1 what I thought of Lord H.'s e 85 
ſuch a courtier, &c. I was really ſhocked. 
to ſee a man, who had profeſſed fo much, 
treat ſuch a matter ſo lightly ; and returned a 
pretty ſevere anſwer. Among other matters, ⸗ 
I faid ironically, that, fince Lord H. had 
given his cap-and-dagger ring to little maſter, 
he (Maſon) need no longer wonder at my 
love for my buſt of Caligula. For Lord H. 
uſed formerly always to wear a ſeal-ring, 
with the cap of liberty between two daggers, 
| when he went to court : but he gave it to 2... 
| little boy upon his change. And I, though. 
' a warm friend of republicaniſm e, have a” 
| ſmall buſt of Caligula in bronze, much ad- . 
mired ſor its fine workmanſhip. „ 
| The conſequence of theſe differences 1 
bs boom: that we call on each other, but are on 
dhe coldeſt terms. 
|  T ought to have mentioned that Mr. Ma- 
ſon, in his latter epiſtle to me, condoled with 
me on the death of my brother, by which. I 5 
loſt 1400l. a year. In my anſwer J told him 


th ere | | 
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> there u was no room for condolence i in the af- 
fair, my brother having attained the age of 


feventy-feven; and I myſelf being an old 


man of ſixty- eight, ſo that it was time for 
| the old child to give over buying of baubles. 
8 1 added, that Mr. Maſon well knew that the 


i place had been twice offered to me for my 
 __ own life, but I had refuſed, and left it on d tlie 
. old footing of my brother's. 8 : 


Maſon too has turned a kind of a couſtier, : 


5 though he was formerly ſo noted, that, being 
one of the King's chaplains, and-it being his 


turn to preach before the royal family, the 
Queen ordered another to perform the office. . 
But when this ſubſtitute began to read 
prayers, Maſon alſo began the ſame ſervice. 
He did not ſay whether he proceeded; but _ 
| this I had from his own mouth; and as it 
5 happened in the chapel at St. James's, it is 
| ſurpriſing the town did not know it. Maſon 
in conſequence reſigned the chaplainſhip. _ 
| Maſon has fix or eight hundred a year, 
ariſing from a living to which he was pre- 
ſented by the Earl of Holderneſs, and from 
* Vork Prebend. In my laſt letter to him, 
85 — I aſked | 


1 aked if ſupernumerary church-offices were 
not among the articles of Mr. Pitt's reform ? 
Ido think that Maſon changed his ſentiments | 
from a filly hope of ſeeing his favourite 
ſcheme, of parliamentary reform, proſper in 
Mr. Pitt's hands, but which that giddy boy 
afterwards ſo notoriouſly juggled. I never- 
_ theleſs muſt regard the change as flat apoſtaſy, 
for Pitt was then acting in formal oppoſition 
to the conſtitution of his country, being the 
only miniſter who « ever withſtood the Houle 


5 of Commons. 


: CIT. rox s INDIA BILL, | 


| A my opir ion Mr. Fox's India bill was 1 
N not only innocent, but falutary. In a con- 
verſation with Fox, I obſerved that all 
the arguments brought againſt that bill, of 


its forming a new power in the conſtitution, 


Ke. had been formerly urged, as appears from 
Burnet, againſt the conſtituting of a board of 

_ trade in William's reign: a meaſure which 
was, however, carried into effect, and has 

not been attended with one bad confequence. E 
The following I heard with my own cars 
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„ noblemati's table: After 4. I hap. 
pened to outſtay all the company, except 
two French gentlemen, One of them aſked 
his lordſhip if he knew Mr. Fox? The no- 
bleman anſwered —* A little, as people in 
the world know each other.“ The French 
5 gentleman then ſaid, that he was juſt ſetting | 
odut for France, ſo had not time to ſee Mr, 
Fox; but he begged his lordſhip to tell him, 
that it was the univerſal opinion in France, : 
ol the beſt judges of the ſubject, that this bill 
pPreſented the only plan which could ſecure 
India to England; and that its conſequences = 
were fo apparent, that in France oy. were | 


6 generally dreaded, 


The preſent views of. the French [1985] 
are evidently to diveſt us of India, as they 
bave done of America. Our fleet muſt of | 
\ courſe decline; and in that caſe France hopes 
do dictate to us on all occaſions, though the 
Jealouſy of other powers may prevent its con- 
mqueſt of this country. Naval power is, in all | 
events, the moſt uncertain and precarious of _ 

any, as all hiſtory conſpires to evidence. Ire- 
4 Jand, by the infamous Juggling of the Pro- 


poſitions,” | 


„„ ³Üà | 
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politions,” has loſt all confidence | in this | 
country. Were our ſhipping and commerce 
to decline, all is ads for our r debts ſwallow r 


our revenue. I, 


nga was a a deiſt, ben ee enemy of ; 
_ atheiſts, ſuch as he took Voltaire and Hume 
to be; but, in my opinion, erroneouſly, 9þþ 
The quarrel between Gray and me aroſe 
| from his being too ſerious a companion. I 
had juſt broke looſe from the reſtraints of the 
| univerſity, with as much money as I could * 
ſpend, and I was willing to indulge myſelf. 
Gray was for antiquities, &c. while I was 
for a bails and ne The fault was 


mine. 


L ene, . 


| cxl. CONTRADICTION. 


The preſent does not keep the Zoch 


5 January, though the laſt did. A ſtrange 


contradiction, when all is conſidered. But 


his only aim ſeems to be that of oppoſition to 


his who d— d his mother for 
| 3 5, 


Gray was a. line wan, of very unginly : 
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a b—b, when he heard that ſhe had Ithe 
cvil. I 


cx11. A MODERN WHIG, 


"Low B. a whigi His celebrated pte 
is indeed a warm one. But, hark in your 
cear, Lord B. under the maſk of whiggery, is 
the King's correſpondent for Scotch affairs! 
Divide et impera is the favourite maxim: all 


: Kamil and party diſtinctions are confounded. 


Lord B. is, however, a mere changeling. 
2 I am plagued with his correſpondence, which 
. is full of ſtuff. I ſay nothing of his fawning 
letter to Pitt, alledging his friendſhip with 
his father, and ſoliciting a place. Heaven de- : 
fend us from ſuch whigs! Yet be writes to - 


me as if [ did not know him. 


ext. wHIGS AND TORIES. 


We muſt thank the whigs for all the ara 


perity of our country. The tories have only 
thrown us into diſagreeable ces. It is rifible 
to hear the latter boaſt of the publick happi- 


7 neſs, which is wholly the work of their an- 


tagoniſts. They are ſo abſurd as to regret 
: the national freedom, the ſole ſource of the 


8 W ealth 


 WALPOLIANA, of 
wealth 6 on which _T fatten. Fir vos non 
vobis mellificatis apes! Had the tories ſuc- 
ceeded at the revolution, or acceffion, this 
fair country would have been another Spain; 
the deſolate abode of nobles and prieſts. 5 


What has rendered it the wonder and envy 


of Europe? Freedom. One would wonder 
that any man ſhould conſpire againſt the ge- 
neral felicity—but this infatuation ariſes from 
the eſprit du corps, which can even produce 
mental blindneſs —can inſtigate its unhappy _ 
devotee to deſtroy the hen that 5 nd 


E- 8 eggs. | 


cxlv. WILLIAM 111. 


William III. is now termed a froneddh'et, — 
: but was not James II. a fool? The character 
of William is generally conſidered on too 
ſmall a ſcale. To eſtimate it properly, we 
muſt remember that Louis XIV. had formed 

a vaſt ſcheme of conqueſt, which would have 
overthrown the liberties of all Europe, have 
ſubjected even us to the caprice of French 


prieſts and French harlots. The extirpation 


of { the . religion, the abolition of all 
” civil 


H 


44 


— —— — — _ 
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Civil 3 would have been the infall 


ble conſequence. I ſpeak of this ſcheme not 


as a partiſan, but from the moſt extenſive 
reading and information on the topic. 1 ſay 


that William III. was the firſt, if not ſole 


cauſe of the complete ruin of this plan of ty. 
ranny. The Engliſh revolution was but a 
ſecondary object, the throne a mere ſtep to- 
wards the altar of European liberty, Willian 
had recourſe to all parties merely to ſerve thi 
great end, for which he often expoſed his own 
life in the field, and was devoured T confiant 
cares in the cabinet. FFT 


cxv. REPUBLICS. 


Though I admire republican principles i in 
| theory, yet J am afraid the practice may be 
too perfect for human nature. We tried a 
republic laſt century, and it failed. Let our 
enemies try next. I hate political experi- 
9 ments. e | . 


xvi. COMMENTARIES oF AGRIPPINA: 5 


5 Tacitus mentions the Commentaries of 
| Ann mothir of Nero J wiſh we had 
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more extracts Ho a work by ſo ſingular an 


author. 1 ſhould ſuppoſe it was decent, and : 
attempted to palliate her crimes. Yet | ſhould 
like to have a copy, bound up with Arian's 


life of Tilliborus the robber, Yr! if re- 


member right, an & Lucian. 5 155 


cxvII. CREDIT. 


1 baye x no o credit any where, How ſhould 


I? I have 1 never er ſtooped t to the means of ace. 
| corny. it. . . 


xv. cowl Ex- 8 MISTRESSES, . 


Covley I catalogue of miſtreſſes ſcems to 5 


be founded on a Wenn in the deten 


e [e- Wel 


| cxix. les. OO BY TACITUS. 
Tacitus is ſaid to have made a collection 5 
of * 1 doubt not but they were acute 
ones. T- 125 | 25 
exx. DISSENTING PORTRAITS. 


What ſpecial vanity can overwhelm os. | 


with ſo many portraits of diſſenting teachers ? : 
2 mult cloſe my collection. I am ſick of ſuch 


II . wumpery. 5 
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5 trumpery. They remind me of a viſionary who 
flouriſhed in the laſt century. He was at the 
expence of having a plate engraved, in which 
he was repreſented kneeling before a orucifix, 
with a label from his mouth, * Lord Jeſus, 
do you love me? From that of Jeſus pro- 


5 ceeded another label, © Yes, moſt illuſtrious, F 


moſt excellent, and moſt learned Sigerus, 

_ crowned poet of his Imperial Majeſty, an! 

| moſt worthy rector of 1 n of Wu. 
5 — 5 my 1 ove Saad 


cxxr. | CONTEMPORARY JUDGMENTS. 


5 Contemporaries are tolerable judges of 
| temporary merit, but often moſt erroneous in 
their eſtimate of laſting fame. Burnet, you 


5 know, ſpeaks of our Prior;” and Whit- _ 


| locke of © one Milton, a blind man.” Bur- 
net and Whitlocke were men of reputation 
_ themſelves. But what ſay you of Heath, the 


5 obſcure chronicler of the civil wars? He fays 


one Milton, ſince ſtricken with blindneſs,” 
wrote againſt Salmaſius; and compoſed * an 
impudent and 6 book, called ; 
6 Iconoclaſtes. 5 | 
5 8 „ * "ob 
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+ FAMILY OF COURTENAY, 
|  Gibbon's account of the Courtenay fa- 
mily is in his uſual maſterly ſtyle. Look into 
Miſſon's Travels for a curious epitaph on the 

laſt lord, who died at Padua. I need not re- 
mind you, that he was honoured 1 in i the affec- 

| tions of Mary and Elizabeth. 


| Anglia quem genuit, farrmaue abe Patron, 
Cortoneum celſa lac continet aica Ducerng. | 
| Credita cauſa necis Regni affectata cupido, 4 
| Reginæ optatum tunc quoque connubium. 
Cui regni Proceres non conſenſere, Philippo 
Reginam Regi jungere poſſe ratii 
5 Europam unde fuit Juveni peragrare neceſſe, 
Ex quo mors miſero contigit ante 2 15 
DE Anglia fi plorat defunQto Principe tanto, 
NI mirum, domino deficit illa pio. 
Sed jam Cortoneum cœlo fruiturque beatis, | 
Cum doleant Angli, cum fine fine gemant. 
Cortonei probitas igitur, præſtantia, nomen, 
Dum ſtabit hoc templum, vivida ſemper erunt. 
Angliaque hinc etiam ſtabit, ſtabuntque * 5 
Conjugii optati fama perennis erit, 
Improba Naturz legis Libitina reſcindens, 
Ex chant gore; 3 ſeqes Wn: 
ens” ah F x5  exx11. 


5 Thus tranſlated: . «This biek cheſt contains the Duale 
5 of n. dorn in ä of which Wb had a 


104 e 


exxnI. PPISTLE 10 CHAMBERS. 


The Compiler having Jearned that the e ce- 


| Tebrated epiſtle to Sir William Chambers was 
| ſuppoſed to be written by Maſon, very inno- 
_ cently expreſſed to Mr. Walpole his ſurpriſe 
that Maſon, the general characteriſtic of whoſe _ 
poeſy is feeble delicacy, but united with a 
_ ' pleaſing neatneſs, ſhould be capable of com- 
poſing ſo ſpirited a ſatire, Mr. Walpole, with 
an arch and peculiar ſmile, anſwered, that it 
would be indeed” ſurpriſing. An inſtanta- 
neous and unaccountable impreſſion aroſe | 
that he was himſelf the author—but delicacy 
prevented the direct queſtion. The Com- 
piler has ſince heard a ſuſpicion 1 to the fame | 


5 Nas of becaming th the maſter, - The pee cauſe of his | 
death was his ambition to ſeize the throne, by marrying the 
gueen ; but the peers would not conſent, preferring Philip, a 
royal huſband, Hence it became neceſſary for the youth to tra- 
vel through Europe; and in conſequence he periſhed by a pre- 


mature death. It is not ſui priſing that England ſhould lament 


the fate of ſuch a prince, and droop as for the death of her 
pious lord, But Courtenay now enjoys the Happy ſociety of 
H. wen, while the Engliſh lament and een without 8 


ut. 


et, : 


= 
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ied, expreſſed by competent jugs. There = 
13, At any rate, reaſon to believe that Mr. 
rn had a ſhare in 1 that INNS: pie 


CxxIv. OPIUM. j 


Ls am \ ſurpriſed at the averſion « our t medical 
5 men entertain againſt opium. I have had a 
| ſevere attack of the gout, and could not ſleep. 
I conſulted my phyſician : he adviſed me not 
to uſe opium. As ſoon as he was gone I ſent 
2 for ſome. I took it *, have . well, and 15 
| am almoſt recovered, 1 


1 cxxv. ORIGINAL LETTER. 5 


Strarebery- H lt Fuly 27, 178 5 
0 thank me much more than the gift 
: deſerved, Sir. My editions of ſuch pieces as 
I have left, are waſte paper to me, I will 
not ſell them at the ridiculouſly advanced 
prices that are given for them; indeed only 
| ſuch as were publiſhed for ſale, have I fold at 
all; and therefore the duplicates that remain 
with me, are to me of no value, but when 1 


i can oblige a friend with them. Of a few of 


- „ Five grains if memory may be taſted, 
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my ms 1 have no copy but my own. 
ſet; and as I could give you only an imper- 
feect collection, the preſent was really only a 
: parcel of fragments. My memory was in 


ſaunult about the R and N. Authors: 1 thought 
. I had given them to you; 1 recollect nowW- 
chat 1 only lent you my own copy; but 1 


base others in town, and you ſhall have them 
when I go thither. For Vertue's MS. _; 
in no manner of haſte, ; 
MY chief reaſon * calling on you twice 
thi is week was to learn what you had heard: 
and J ſhall be much obliged to you for fur- | 
ther information, as I do not care to be too 


e inquiſitive, left I ſhould be luſpected of know. Zi 


- ing more of the matter. 
There are many reaſons, Sir, why I 1 | 
not come into your idea of printing Greek *. 
In the firſt place, I have two or three en- 
gagements for my preſs; and my time of life 
does not allow me but to look a little way 


FEY r. In the next, I cannot now go imo. 


* * pO 7x Anacreon had — 1 recon mended: as 4 
mere literary curioſity „„ 
ED e new 5 
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| new expences of purchaſe. My 4 MY 
very much reduced, both by my brother's _ 
death, and by the late plan of reformation. _ 
The laſt reaſon would weigh with me, had 1 
none of the other. My admiration of the 
_ Greeks was a little like that of the mob aw”... 
other points, not from ſound knowledge, I 
never was a good Greek ſcholar; have long 5 
forgotten what I knew of the language; and 
as I never diſguiſe my ignorance of any thing, 
it would look like affectation to print Greek 
authors. I could not bear to print then 
without owning that I do not underſtand 
: them; and ſuch a confeſſion would perhaps 
be as much oftentation as unfounded preten- 
ſions. I muſt therefore ſtick to my fimpli- 
city, and not go out of my line, It is diffi- 
cult to diveſt one's ſelf of vanity, becauſe 
impoſſible to diveſt one's ſelf of ſelf-love, 
If one runs from one glaring vanity, one is 
catched by its oppoſite. Modeſty can be as 
vain-glorious on the ground, as Pride on a 


triumphal car. Modeſty, however, is pre- 
ferable ; for ſhould ſhe contradict her pro- 
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= does not hart the pride of others  Adien, : 


Sir. am, very ſincerely, : 
Your obedient, humble ſervant, 


Hon. Warror. 3 


5 cxxvl. oIBBOx. 


2 The firſt volume of Gibbon' 8 Hiſtory "= 
fo highly finiſhed, that it reſembles a rich 
piece of painting in enamel. The ſecond _ 

7 and third volumes are of inferior compoſi- 8 

tion. The three laſt ſeem to me in a 

2 medium, between the firſt volume and the | 

two nexkt. _ 


exxvit. STUPID STORIES. 


A stupid ſtory, or idea, will ſometimes 


make one laugh more than wit. T was once 
removing from Berkeley-ſquare to Straw- 

155 berry-hill, and had ſent off all my books, 
V»hen a meſſage unexpectedly arrived, which 
fixed me in town for that afternoon. What 
do do? I deſired my man to rummage for a 
book, and he brought me an old Grub-ſtreet 
thing from the garret. The author, in ſheer 
ignorance, not humour, diſcourſing of the 

N difficulty ; 


1 WATToL LANA. 1 107 15 
: Ae of bone parſait; ſaid, that even if „ 
man had as many lives as a cat, nay, as many 


55 lives as one Plutarch is ſaid to have had, he 
could not accompliſh it. This odd quid pro 


: quo ſurpriſed me into vehement laughter. "= 


Lay is fond of ſtupid ſtories.” She 
5 repeats one of a Welch ſcullion wench, 
who, on hearing the ſervants ſpeak of ner 

moons, aſked | nd what became of all the ” 


old moons. 


Miſs **, with a ſreet . and it innocent * ” 
3 ſing: flaſh- ors. The contraſt | is ir- . 


reſiſtible. N 


exxvInt. WALPOLE No AUTHOR. 0 


1 40 not look upon myſelf as an anther; 


I may ſay, without the vain affectation of 


modeſty, that I have done nothing. My 


Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, al- 
moſt any bookſeller could have drawn up. 
My chief compilation, the Anecdotes of 


Vainting in n. is Mr. Vertue' 8 work, 


not mine. 
Vertue's ed Ei were in \ great confu- ; 


| ſion, | 1I am up an index, and loſt it. 
| 1 Another 
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Another ſaffered the ſame fate. 1 thought 1 N 
was bewitched; and even trembled for the : 
"third. 1 = 
| cxxlx. rox. 5 


| What: a man n Fox | is! After his Jong; and 


Ls ' exhauſting ſpeech on Haſtings' s trial, he was 


| ſeen handing ladies into their coaches, with 


. all the e griery and 1 at or: an idle pn, 


exxx. Book- MAKIN G. 


1 5 Nerd was the noble art of vook-making : 
carried to ſach high perfection, as at preſent. 


Theſe compilers ſeem to forget that people 
have libraries. One vamps up a new book 


of travels, conſiſting merely of diſguiſed EX« 


tradis from former publications. Another 


_ fills his pages with Greek and Latin extracts 
from Ariſtotle and Quintilian. A third, if 
poſſible, more inſipid, gives us long quotations _ 
from our poets, while a reference was enough, 
the books being in the hands of every body. 


Another treats us with old French ana in 
maſquerade; and, by a fingular fate, derives | 
a advantage from his very blunders, which 


makes the Sing look new. Pah! I, and an 
amanuenfs, 
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es could ſcribble one of thoſe books I ” 


in ps Brgy hours. 


exxxi· FRENCH PHILOSOPHERS, | 5 


4 * Voltaire N delete A0 „ 
I never could like. Take much affectation, 
and a little ſpice of frenzy, and you compoſe 
his perſonal character. I found the French 
_ philoſophers ſo impudent, dogmatic, and in- 
truſive, that I deteſted their converſation. Of ß 

all kinds of vice I hate reaſoning vice. Un- 

_ principled themſelves, they affected to dictate 
_ morality and ſentiment. The great, from 
vain glory and want of ideas, encouraged their 
preſence : but they always reminded me of 

the ſophiſts, hired to aſſiſt at Roman enter- 
tainments. And what reaſoning! Every 
Frenchman ought to be taught logic and ma- 
thematics, that his mind may acquire ſome 


ſolidity. Their character is ſo impetuous, 


that what with us is ſenſation, is with them 


paſſion. The real philoſophers of antiquity 


were diſtinguiſhed for their moderation, a 


radieal mark of knowledge and wiſdom ; and 
Ts W treated the e religion with re- 


ſpect. | 


5g pu 8 „ n 2 » 
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| ſpect. Our t new ſect are aden againſt re re- 
ligion: and ſurely of all human characters a 
fanatic philoſopher is the moſt incongruous, 
, d N pthc: bo een, e 


© 8 cxxxXII. FACE- -PALNTING. 


Lady Coventry, the celebrated beavty. | 


5 killed herſelf with painting. She bedaubed 
| herſelf with white, ſo as to ſtop the perſpira- 
tion. Lady Mary Wortley Montague was | 

5 more prudent: ſhe went often into the hot 
bath, to ſerape off the paint, 9 was al- : 
moſt a as thick as plaſter on a wall. SE 


cxxxIII. 'VOLTAIRE AND ROLT. 


Voltaire ſometimes fell into a W : 


takes. One Rolt, an obſcure author, hav- 
| ing publiſhed a hiſtory « of the war of 1741, 
| a ſubject allo treated by the French philoſo- 
pher, Voltaire wrote to him the moſt fawn- 
ing letters, 7 TA. the firſt e of : 
| the age! „ | 


2 cxxxlv. | MOTHER or VICES. + 
The Duke of Orleans, the Regent, had 


15 four wenden 3 ” the names of 


the 
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S the Four Cardinal Sins. A wag wrote on 


their mother's tomb, Cy gt iſt POifroute, ** Here y 
lies Idleneſs, which, you know, is termed = 


; the mother of all — vices. 


oxxxv. INNOCENT 11. 


| The Pape, to whom James II. ſent his 9 85 
e ty was poſſeſſed of much ſhrewdneſs < 
and prudence ; and juſtly regarded the reſto- 
ration of the Catholic ſyſtem in England as i 
an impoſſibility. Caſtlemain, the ambaſſa- 
dor, was inflated with his maſter's infatu- 


ation, and had long requeſted a ſpecial au- 


dience, in order to propoſe deciſive ſteps. 5 
Diſguſted with the Pontiff's coolneſs, he at 
laſt demanded an audience of leave: and be- 7 
ing ſpeedily admitted, he pronounced a long 
| harangue, rather reproaching the Pope for 
his indifference in ſo important a buſineſs, 
The Pope having heard him with great ſang 


froid, at laſt anſwered, * Sir, the air of Italy 


is rather dangerous to foreign conſtitutions. 
I beg you will have a reverend care of your 


health, and I wiſh you a good journey,” 
It was faid on this occaſion that only two 
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things v were neceſſary to er the trangui)- 
| lity of Europe; that the King of England 


ſhould turn Proteſtant, and the e Ro- 
| - . . : 


exxxvl. PATRONAGE. 


Patronage of authors is an antiquated a- 


Ne uon, and at preſent means nothing. It is 
ſitill repeated by rote among a few young or 
| ignorant writers, as an echo dies away by de- 

grees into an unmeaning ſound. The public 
flavour is deemed a ſufficient recompence: 
but after the caſes you have mentioned I 
8 think differently. Nothing, for inſtance, 
can be more unjuſt than that an author, who 
has profeſſedly written for the general taſte, 
and has in conſequence derived great emolu- 
ments from his works, ſhould have a penſion; 
while another, who has confined his toil to 
mathematics, or other abſtruſe purſuits, con- 
felſſedly uſeful and highly meritorious, but 


not adapted to much ſale, goes wholly unre- 


| a mere piece of vain-glory in the govern- 
55 3 which defares £ a have it recorded that 5 


uch 5 


"I all things v we hive the mercantile ſpirit 


of monopoly. A few faſhionable writers 
monopoliſe the public favour: and merit is 
nothing if not introduced to notice by the 
| faſhionable cabal. Merit | is uſeleſs: it is in- 
tereſt. alone that can puſh a man forward, x 
By dint of intereſt one of my coach-horſes 
might become poet-laureat, and the other, 
phyſician to the houſehold. They might 
ealily appoint deputies, as was done 1 in ther re- ; 
geney buſineſs. 


CXXXVIL, MATHEMATICS. | 


Tune profound ſtudy of mathematics ſeems 
0 injure the more general and uſeful mode 
of reaſoning, that by induction. Mathema- 
tical truths being, ſo to ſpeak, palpable, the 
moral feelings become leſs ſenſitive to impal- 


& * pable 
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fach and ſuch an eminent writer was pen- 
ſioned. In France things are very different. 
Voltaire has no penſion; but many a plod- 
ding uſeful man has. In our national lite- 
rary ſocieties the members pay an annual : 
ſum: in France they | receive an annual 
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pable wothe: As when one eule is carried 
to great perfection, the others are uſually leſs 

5 acute; ſo mathematical reaſoning ſeems, in 
ſome degree, to injure the other modes of ra- 
tiocination. Napier (who was not a lord, 

- as T am admoniſhied, ſince I publiſhed my 
Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors) 
wrote nonſenſe on the Revelations. So did 
Newton on the ſame book, and the pro. 


pPkbecies of Daniel. Now Dr. South, you 


know, uſed to ſay, that the Revelations 
either found a man mad, or left him ſo. I 
ſay nothing of Newton's Chronology. "This © 


builds, 1 believe, upon one Chiron, without 


proving that Chiron, or the Argonauts, ever 
cxiſted. Mythology is too profound for me. 
I know not if Chiron were man, or horſe, 
or both. I only Fer he * no e 
5 ance of mine. 


cxxxvIII. SACERDOS. 


Mr. i. Goſllig, a clergyman of 8 
5 was, I am told, the writer of an admirable 
| parody on the noted grammatical line, 


Bifi, atque Cuſtos, Bos, Fur, Cas, atque Sacerdot. 


WALPOLLANA, e 4 

ed I runs thus: 3 7 
: ; | Bifrons + ever when he preaches "i . R 
" Cuſtos of what in his reach is. £ ; 70 
1 1 Bos among his ne' ighbour's wal 3 4 
I, 5, Fur in gathering of his tithes. | | 9 
y Sus at every pariſh-feaſt 4 
F He N Sune day, e a * et. 2 11 
1 nl. ARCHITECTURAL SOLECISM, =. 
A ſoleciſm may be committed even in ar- 1 

5 tre The ruin in Kew Gardens is | i 
| built with AQ-of-Parliamtent brick * *, 1 
TT Aa. ext. FRENCH CHARACTER. - 1 
4 vide Paris often, and have conſiderably 1 

ſtudied the French character. In indivi- ' 
duals it is often excellent; but taken in ge- | 

neral it diſguſts by i its petulance and vanity. 9 

The French have always been diſſolute in 1 
their amours; and are thus led to aſſail the : = 
chaſtity of foreign women, the moſt unpar- = 
donable of all affrorits to fathers, brothers, =_ 
huſbands, and lovers. This, and their pe- 3 

t 7M An at passed, forty or fifty years ago, to fix the 0 


2 


preciſe length, breadth, and thickneſs, of each brick. The 
old, Roman bricKss &C. &c. are of a very different form. 
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; tulant Wen conduct, prevent their 
conqueſts from being laſting. Yes, I ſwear 


to you by the Sicilian veſpers, they can 1 never 


7 be of act duration. | 


cxlI. CELLINY s BELL. 


- Ons of the pieces in my collection which 


5 1 the moſt highly value, is the ſilver bel! 
with which the popes uſed to curſe the ca. 

0 terpillars; ; a ceremony 1 believe now aban- 
doned. Lahontan, in his travels, mentiom 
a like abſurd cuſtom in Canada, the ſolemn 

; excommunication, by the biſhop, of the 


turtle- doves, which , dee the plan. ß 
ations. 


+ For this bell I el JENS the 3 


85 quis of Rockingham all my Roman coins in 
large braſs. The relievos, repreſenting ca- 
terpillars, butterflies, and other n ae 
wonderfully executed. 


Cellini, the artiſt, was one -of the moſt 
extraordinary men in an extraordinary ape.. 


His life, written by himſelf, is more. amuling | 
than any novel I Know. 


C XIII. 


WaTTor IAN. i 


ext, ENVY. 


er Fi tough one -of the wart "ad - 
| meaneſt of our paſſions, ſeems ſomehow na- 
tural to the human breaſt. This ſentiment 


en. expreſt by a French poet, in a drama 
= on the baniſhment of Ariſtides . . E 


1 1 3 ne le connois Neid Je le alle A 151 
7 e Mais a. | Jouit U 9 gloire en „ 


8 . ex III. SULLY” 8 MEMOIRS. 


= EY 1 18 hiſtory, Madam : you know how 
. the ale goes,” ſaid Cardinal Mazarine to the 


| Queen Dowager of France. But in no re- 
| ſpect is hiſtory more uncertain than in the | 
. deſcription of battles. Sully obſerves, that _ 
* w hen, after the battle of Aumale, the officers + 
Were ſtanding around the bed of Henry IV. 
not two of all the number could agree in their 
account of the engagement. 15 
Though the original folio edition of Sally I 
1 be very confuſed in the arrange- 
ment, it is worth while to turn it over for 
many curious particulars. | The account of 
his embaſſy to James I. is particularly inte- 
1 3 1 reſting, 


A. 18 5 WATroLIAxA. 

55 reſting, and un open the politics of that day 
with a maſterly hand. 
It appears, from Sully” $ original work, that 


- | Henry IV. intended that all Europe ſhould 
be compoſed into fifteen dominations, fo as to 


1 form one vaſt republic, peaceful i in itſelf, and 
T7 capable at all times of pacifying all its conſti. 
tuent ſtates. This ſcheme was to be adjuſted 


in ſuch a manner, that each ſtate would find 
it woſt for its own intereſt to ſupport i it on all . 
555 5 occaſions . | | N 
= OY have marked a paſſage in the firſt volume, : 
5 p. 31, full of terrific truth. Look at it. 
Les plus grandes, magnis ques, et ſerieuſes ; 


affaires d' Eſtat tirerent leur origine, et leurs ; 


plus violens mouvements, des niaiſeries, ja- 
bouſies, envies, et autres bizareries de la 
| Cour: ct ſe reglent plutoſt ſur icelles, que : 
fur Jes meditations et. conſultations bien di- 

ger tes, ny ſur les conſiderations d' honneur, 
de gloire, ny du foi.” THE MOST GRAND, 
MAGNIFICENT, AND SERIOUS AFFAIRS OF | 
| STATE DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN, AND THEIR 
MOST VIOLENT MOVEMENT S, FROM THE 
sss, ALOUSIES, ENVIEs, AND 
„ OTHER 
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OTHER WHIMS OF THE Count; any ARE | 
_ RATHER REGULATED BY THESE, THAN | 
BY MEDITATIONS, \AND WELL-DIGESTED 
| CONSULTATIONS, OR BY 0ONUDERATIONS 1 
or HOXOUR, GLORY, OR GOOD FAITH.” Ft 


exLiv, SCEPTICISM AND CURIOSITY. : 


- CO. non „ ſa niente, non dubita di niente, : 


« He WhO knows nothing, doubts of no- 

: thing,” ſays an Italian proverb. Scepticiſm. 
and curioſity are the chief ſprings of know 
ledge. Without the firſt we might reſt con- 1 85 
tented with prejudices, and falſe information: 
without the ſecond the mind would become 7 

| indifferent and 1 * 5 


cxUv. 8. R 10un GERMAIN. 


1 ſhall tell you a very fooliſh but a true 
ſtory. Sir John Germain, anceſtor of Lady 


Betty Germain, was a Dutch adventurer, who 
came over here in the reign of Charles II. 
He had an intrigue with a countels who was 


divorced, and married him. This man was 
ſo ignorant, that being told that Sir Matthew 


Decker wrote St. Matthew 8 goſpel, he firmly | 


I . believed By 
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believed 8 4 doubted this tale very ck, | 
till I aſked a lady of quality, his deſcendant, 
about it, who told me it was moſt true. She 


1 added, that Sir John Germain was in conſe- 


ſequence ſo much perſuaded of Sir Matthew's 
piety, that, by his will, he left two hundred 
pounds to Sir Matthew, to be by bim diſtri- : 
buted among the Dutch paupers in London. 
When Sir John Germain was on his death- 


+ bed, his dy: deſired him to receive the ſa- 


crament. * Do you think, ” ſaid he, ** that 
it will 4 me any good!“ TI 3 Certainly,” 
; ſhe anſwered. He took it: and, after half . 
an hour, ſaid to her, My dear, what was 
that little thing you made me take? Lou 


ſaid it would do me goods but 1 do not feel 
a bit better. 


15 CXLVI, VIRTUOSIL 


I have been long remarked to have | 
little conſcience in their favourite purſuits. 


A man will ſteal a rarity, who would cut off 
his band rather than take the money N 


worth. Vet! in fact the crime is the ſame. 
Mr. * * 8-0 truly. worthy clergyman, 
8 Who 


/ 
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who collects coins and books. A friend of 
mine mentioning to him that he had ſeveral - 
of the Strawberry-hill editions, this clergy- 
man faid, © Aye, but I can ſhew you what 
Ns not in Mr. Walpole's power to give 
you. He then produced a liſt of the pic- 
tures in the Devonſhire, and other two col- 
lections in London, printed at my preſs. I 
: was much ſurpriſed. It was, 1 think, about 
the year 1764, that, on reading. the ſix vo- 
lumes of © London and its Environs,” I or- 
dered my printer to throw off one copy for 
my own uſe. This printer was the very man 
who, after he had left my ſervice, produced 
the noted copy of Wilkes's Eſſay on Wo- 
man. He had ſtolen one copy of this liſt; 


and I 'muſt blame the reverend amateur for 


purchaſing it of him, as it was like receiving. 
ſtolen goods. 


cxTVII. ORIGINAL LETTER. 


| Strawberry-hill, Sept. TH 178 . 
' You : are too modeſt, Sir, in aſking my ad- 


vice on a point, on which you could have no 
5 beter guide than your own Judgment. YET: 


preſume 
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preſume to give you my opinion, it is from 
real for your honour, I think it would be 


8 below you to make a regular anſwer to ano- 
ny modus ſeribblers in a magazine. You had 
better wait to ſee whether any formal reply 


is made to your book, and whether by any 
: avowed writer, to whom, if he writes ſenſibly 
and decently, vou oy” condeſcend to > make 
an anſwer, 
Still, as you ſay you have been Wind : 
> ſhould not wiſh you to be quite filent, 
5 though 1 ſhould like better to have you turn 
5 ſuch enemies into ridicule. A foe who miſ- 
5 quotes \ you ought to be a welcome antagoniſt, 
He is ſo humble as to confeſs, when he ceu- 


ſures what you have not ſaid, that he cannot 


confute what you have faid—and he is ſo 
kind as to furniſh you with an opportunity of 
. proving him a liar, as you wy refer to your ” 
book to detect him. 
This is what I would do: I would ſpecify 
in the ſame magazine, in which he has at- 
| racked you, your real words, and thoſe he 
has imputed to you, and then appeal to the 
equity of the . You "Oy gueſs that 
| = the | 
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th ſhaft comes from ſomebody. whom you 


be have cenſured, and thence you may draw a 
fair concluſion that you had been i in the right 
1d to laugh at one, who was reduced to put his 
y own words into your mouth, before he could _ 
y find fault with them: and having {fo done, | 
7 whatever indignation he excited in the reader : 
0 muſt recoil on himſelf, as the offenſive paſ- 


ſages will come out to have been his own, 
not your's. You might even begin with 
5 loudly condemning the words, or thoughts, 
mputeqd to you, as if you retracted them 5 
nad then, as if you turned to your book, and 
. found you had ſaid no ſach thing there, as 
what you was ready to retract, the ridicule 
would be doubled on your adverſary. Some- 
thing of this kind is the moſt I would ſtoop 
to: but 1 would take the utmoſt care not to 
betray a grain of more anger than is implied 
in contempt and ridicule. Fools can only 
revenge themſelves by provoking, for then 
they bring you to a level with themſelves. 
The good ſenſe of your Work will ſupport. 
it, and there is ſcarce a reaſon for defending 
it, but by keeping up a controverſy, to make 
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it more noticed: for the age is [7 idle and; in- 
__ different, that few objects ſtrike, unleſs par- 
ties are formed for and againſt them. I re- 
member many years ago adviſing ſome ac- 
quaintance of mine who were engaged | in the 
direction of the Opera, to raiſe a competition 

- between two of their ſingers, and have papers 


written pro and con—for then numbers would 

| go to chap and hiſs the rivals reſpectively, 
who would not go. to 20 — with the 
- muſic. : | i 


bt; Lort was | chaplain to the late hs : 


eg, biſhop, Sir, but 1 believe is not ſo to the 
preſent, nor do I know whether at all con- 
nected with him. 1 do not even know where 
Dr. Lort is, having {cen him but once the 
6 whole ſummer. I am acquainted with ano- | 
ther perſon, who I believe has ſome intereſt 
with the preſent archbiſhop ;. but I conclude 
that leave muſt be aſked to conſult the parti- 
. * cular books, as probably indiſcriminate acceſs 
could not be granted. | | 


| I have not a ſingle correſpondent. left at 


Nie. The Abbe Barthelemi, with whom 
Iv was very intimate, behaved moſt unhand- 


ny 
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fomely to me after Madame 40 Deffand's 2 
death; when ! had acted by him in a manner 


that called for a very different return. He 


could have been the moſt proper perſon to 5 
5 apply to; but | cannot aſk'a favour of | one, 7 
to whom | had done one, and who has been 
very ungrateful. I might have an opportu- _ 
"nity, perhaps, e'er long, of making the in- 

quiry \ you defire, though the perſon. to whom 
1 muſt apply is rather too great to employ; = 


but if J can bring it about, I will; for 1 


| ſhould have great pleaſure to aſſiſt your pur- 
1 ſuits, though, from my long acquaintance 
with the world, I am very diffident of maæk- 
ing promiſes that are to be S others, 
5 however ſincerely Lam myſelf, 


Sir, your obedient, humble ſervant, 


Hon. Warrorr. 


CxLVIII. BOLINGBROKE'S GRATITUDE, 


| Bolingbroke, to ſhew his gratitude to my 


father for permitting him to return to Eng- 


land, endeavoured to ſupplant the miniſter by 


means of the royal miſtreſſes—but George II. 5 


Was 
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> "ok ruled by hin queen, and not by his ail. 
treſſes. Queen Caroline, indeed, 3 . 
wee favour ſhe enjoyed. So attentive was 
| ſhe to her huſband, that he could not walk 
through the gardens, without her calling for 
her cloke, and following him, even when ſhe 


had a 0 or was ee le OO | 


cxkix. SWIFT, 


| Duke + was a good writer, but ol A. bad 1 

ES heart. - Even to the laſt he was devoured by 
. ambition, which he pretended to deſpiſe. 

Mould you believe that, after finding his op- 

| poſition to the miniſtry fruitleſs, and, what 

galled him ſtill more, contemned, he ſum- | 

moned up reſolution to wait on Sir Robert 

| Walpole? Sir Robert ſeeing Swift look pale 


_ and ill, inquired the ſtate of his health, with 


his uſual old Engliſh good humour and ur- 

2 banity. They were ſtanding by a window 
N that looked into the court- yard, where was an 
ancient ivy dropping towards the ground, ; 
0 Sr,” faid Swift, with an emphatic look, 
A am like that ivy ; I want ſupport. of 
| Robert anſwered, Why ok doQor, did 

Cu EO Os 1 


you Abc yourſelf to a falling wall!“ 4 Swift De 


took the hint, made his bow, and | retired. 


el. ATTERBURY. 


F was. nothing more nor bk than 
ajacobite prieſt. His writings were extalled- 
by that faction, but his letter on Clarendon's Pie, 


Hiſtory i iS e excellent. 5 
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"Do a journey to Hanover the coach . 5 
George I. breaking down, he was obliged to 
take ſhelter in the next country-houſe, which 
| belonged to a gentleman attached to the ab- 
dicated family. The King was of courſe 
ſbewn into the beſt room; where, in the 
moſt honourable place, appeared the por- 
trait of the Pretender. The poſſeſſor, in great 
confuſion, was about to apologiſe by pleading 
obligations, &c. when the King ſtopped him, 


by ſaying, with a ſmile of indifferencej 
By Upon my word i it is wr like the emu 


ern. WILLIAM 1 DUKE oF CUMBERLAND. 


| William, Duke of Cumberland, gave ins 
3 miſes 
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miſes of talents that were never accompliſhed, 
One day he had given ſome offence to his 
royal mother, and was remanded to the con- 
_ finement of his chamber. After what the 
Queen thought a ſufficient duration of his 
_ puniſhment, ſhe ſent for him. He returned 
in a very ſullen humour. What have 
| you been doing! ?” (aid the Queen. | % Read- 
; ing. —_ What book | . The New Te- 
tament.“ Very Well. What part ?”— 
4 Where it 1 faid, fenen, ON. trouble blot ; 


thou n me * 
emi - DUCHEsS or MARLBOROUGH. | ” 


lam told that the ſecret letters between 1 ; 
Queen Anne and the Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough, in the firſt glow of their paſſion, are | 
Till extant in a certain houſe in the Green 
Park. They uſed to correſpond under feigned 
and romantic names. When this intenſe | 
friendſhip abated, the Ducheſs was certainly 
more in fault than the Queen. Such was 
the equality produced by their intimacy, that 
almoſt the ſole remaining idea of ſuperiority 
xemained with her who had the advantage | in 
| perſon 


ws, Got 


perſonal charms—and in this there was un- 
fortunately no compariſon. The Duches 
became fo preſumptuous that ſhe would 


give the Queen her gloves to hold, and 


on taking them again would affect ſud- : 


denly to turn her head away, as if her royal | 


miſtreſs had . ſome  Gilagreeable | 8 


effluvia ! AN 


cLIv. LADY $UNDON, 


1 Sanin Was bribed with 2 pair ot 


- Gamond ear-rings, and procured the donor a 


good place at court. Though the matter was 


notot iouſly known, ſhe was ſo imprudent as 
to wear them conſtantly | in public. This be- 
ing blamed in a company, Lady Wortley : 


Montague, like Mrs. Candour, undertook _ 
Lady Sundon's defence. “ And pray,” fays 
Re, where is the harm? I, for my part, 


think Lady Sundon acts wiſely—for does pot 


the buſh ſhew where the wine is ſold? 


ov. POPE. 


Shs mp a thaukod pounds from the 
Ducheſs of Marlborough, on condition that 
he would ſuppreſs the character of Atoſſa — 
| yet i it is printed. 


3 N 
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„„ 


ox vi. BURNET. ” 


| Biſhop ] Has s abſence. of mind- is well 


1 Known. Dining with the Ducheſs of Marl. 
| borough, after her huſband” s diſgrace, he 
| compared this great general to Beliſarius. 
But, ſaid the Ducheſs, eagerly, „ how 
came it that ſuch a man was ſo miſerable, and 

_ univerſally deſerted?ꝰ Oh, madam (ex- 
claimed the rait prelate), he bad ſuch 2 a 
5 brimſtone of a wife! . 


3 crvn. ORIGINAL LETTER, 5 


| Strawberry: pill, Auguſt 18, 198 g . 

12 am 1 dear Sir, that I muſt give you 
unanſwerable reaſons, why I cannot print 
the work you recommend. I have been fo 
| much ſolicited ſince I ſet up my preſs to em- 
ploy it for others, that I was forced to make 
it a rule to liſten to no ſuch applications. I 
| refuſed Lord Hardwicke to print a publica- 

: tion of his ; Lady Mary Forbes, * print let- 


4 


* About a hundred letters of cant or civility will 


7 be omitted, Thoſe only are ſelected which contain _— | 
5 falls, 0 or uncommon thoughts. | ” : 


ters 
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ber poems, though in a picee as ſmall as 


what you mention. Theſe I recollect at 
once, beſide others whole recommendations 
do not immediately occur to my memory; _ 
though I dare ſay they do remember them, 
and would reſent my breaking my W 
will only beg you not to treat me with ſo : 


much ceremony, nor ever uſe the word hum- 


bly to me, who am no ways entitled to ſuch _ 
reſpect. One private gentleman is not ſu- 
perior to another, in eſſentials; I fear, the 
virtues of an untainted young heart, are pre- 5 
ferable to thoſe of an old man long conver- 
fant with the world: and in ſoundneſs f 
| underſtanding you have ſhewn, and 201 hows | 
* a depth which has not fallen to the lot of 


Your ſincere humble ſervant, Et 


Hon. Warrorx. 5 


P. 8. Iwill call on you i in a few days, 
and ſay more on the particulars of your - 
letter. 


Ks. -CLYIIh 


ters at kar anceſtor Lord Eſſex; ; and the 5 | 
Counteſs of Aldborough, to print her fa- 
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-  CLVINL, HEROISM or A PEASANT. 55 


The following generous aQion has always 
flrack me CO ; there 1 18 ſomewhat even | | 


: of ſublime | in it. 


f W 7 great inhodaton having taken place 5 
"the north of Italy, owing to an exceſſive fall 
of ſnow in the Alps, followed by a ſpeedy 
rhaw, the river Adige carried off a bridge 
near V crona, | except the middle part, on | 
which was the houſe of the toll. -gatherer, or 
porter, J forget which; and who, with his 0 
Whole family, thus remained impriſoned by 
TRE waves, and in momentary danger of de- 
firution. | They were diſcovered from the 
| banks, ſtretching forth their hands, ſcream- 5 


ing, and imploring ſuccour, while fragments 


of this remaining arch were continually drop- | 


ping into the water. 


In this extreme danger; a b en, who 
was preſent, a count of Pulverini, I think, 
held out a purſe of one hundred ſequins, as a 8 
reward to any adventurer who would take 

a beat, and deliver this unhappy family. But 
the riſk was fo great of being borne down by 25 
the "rapidity. of the ſtream, of being daſhed 

1 eN "og : 
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DEITY the fragment of the br doe, or r of be- 
ing cruſhed by the falling ſtones, that not 
one, in the vaſt number of ſpeCtators, had 
courage enough to attempt ſuch an exploit. 
A. peaſant, paſſing along, was informed of 
the propoſed reward. Immediately jumping _ 


into a boat, he, by ſtrength of oars, gained . 
the middle of the river, brought his boat un- 


der the pile; and the whole family ſafely de- 
ſcended, by means of a rope. . 


155 LS 


cried he. 70. Now you are ſafe.” By a ill 0 


more ſtrenuous effort, and great grength of. 
arm, he brought the boat and family to 


ſhore. © Brave fellow,” exclaimed | the 
: 8 en the pure to LOUD i here | is g N 


the promiſed recompence.”' — I ſhall never 
expoſe my life for money,” | . anſwered the 
peaſant. My labour is a ſufficient liveli- 
| hood for myſelf, my wife, and children. 
Give the purſe to this poor e which 
; has loſt all.” W— | 


CLIX. SENTIMENT. 


| What) is called a writing, Wend 1 
—Y be underſtood to appeal folely to the heart, 
may be the product c of a bad one. One 


i: would , 
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would i imagine that Sterne had been a man : 

| of a very tender heart—yet I know, from in- 
daubbitable authority, that his mother, who 
" kepta ſchool, having run in debt, on account 
of an extravagant daughter, would have rotted 

in jail, if the parents of her ſcholars had not 

raiſed a ſubſcription for her. Her fon had 

too much ſentiment to have any feeling. A 

dead aſs was more important | to him than a 


; living mother. e 
e ' VERTOT. - 


IS writing the Hiſtory of the Koights of [ 
Malta, Vertot had lent to Italy for original 
” materials, concerning the Siege of Rhodes: 
but, impatient of the long delay, he completed 
his narrative from his own imagination. At 
length the packet arrived, when Vertot was 
ſitting with a friend: he opened! it, and threw 
it contemptuouſly on the ſopha behind him, 2 


faying ny Mon s TG "of * nf 


5 elxl. AKENSIDE AND ROLT, 


Akenſide's Pleaſures of Imagination at- 
tracted much notice on the firſt appearance, 7 


»My ſiege is male, 


from 
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from the elegance of its language, and the 
warm colouring of the deſcriptions. But the 
Platonic fanaticiſm of the foundation injured 
the general beauty of the edifice. Plato is 
indeed the philoſopher of imagination—but is 
not this ſaying that he is no philoſopher at all? 
I have been told that Rolt, who afterwards 
| wrote many books, was in Dublin when that 
poem appeared, and actually paſſed a whole 
year there, very comfortably, by polling for 1 
the author. . 


ext. | MONTESQUIEU. : 


" Madam de Defant faid of Momteſquieu' 5 


celebrated work, that. it was 4 i 25 les 2 
log * 8 


clXIII. JENKINS. 


- Jenkins; who was uſed as a tool by the op- 

_ poſition to inflame the nation into the Spa- 

- niſh war, by telling that the Spaniards had 
cut off his ears, was found PIE © of both | 

7 when he died. 1 


* Wit upon laws. 


: 5 | 55 7 eLxIV., 
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7 CLXIV. CHEVALIER RAMBAY. 5 


Oo The Travels of. Cyrus had their vogue, 
5 though a feeble imitation of Telemaque ; and 
- nothing can be more inſipid or foreign to 
den book, than the diſtilled nonſenſe con- 
Pd cerning the trinity. The author, Chevalier 
Ramſay, was the ſon of a man who had 
fought againſt the royal forces at the battle 
of Bothwell- bridge, as I think it is called, and 
who was a violent enthuſiaſt. When a tutor 
was wanted for the young Pretender, Ramſay 
15 Was recommended by Fenelon. He had af- 
terwards a place given him by the French 
court worth 400 l. a year; and \ was made a 
| knight of St. Louis. ER 
| Before the latter honour could: 5 con- 
feel it was neceſſary that he ſhould pro- 
duce proofs that his anceſtors had been gen- 
tlemen. The beſt way he thought was, to 
claim a deſcent from ſome noble family in 
Scotland; and he applied to one of his own 
name, but met with a ſtern repulſe. Lord 
Mar called on 1 him, while he was ſitting 
much 


a We with the anſwer to his letter 

in his hand; and- learning the caufe of his 
vexation, increaſed it by reproaching him for 

his meanneſs, in applying to a houſe of ſuch 
oppoſite political ſentiments. The Earl then 
took a pen, and wrote, © I do hereby ac= 
knowledge Mr. Ramſay to be deſcended of 
my family. Mar.” His vanity was the 1 
more gratified by this ſudden tranſition from 
extreme mortification ; and he was immedi- 1 
ately admitted I. this 6 unexpected certi· 2 


ficate. e 


clav. MARRI AGE EXTRAORDINARY. 


— 


* is 1 chat the Fim of 5 
Chajles 1, and Cromwell, intermarried, in . 
the fourth degree. 1 


: erw. HURD. 8 


Took upon Biſhop Hurd as one of thoſe 5 
ſuperficial authors, whoſe works are wonder- 
fully _ to the EY taſte. Eg, 


Vor. % 1 f L | ; | Caen, 
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| hand writing. 
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_ CLXVIL. PASSENGERS IN LANDSCAPE. 


Once wiki | in his grounds, the good 


effe of the paſſengers, on a foot path be- 
7 yond, was obſerved, as figures in the ” 
85 ſcape. Mr. Walpole anſwered, True. 


| have no objection to paſſengers, provide) 
5 they paſs,” | | 


: | Exxymn. s STRANGE ; TALE. | 


- Lord * * * being « out of town: his houſe 


| 4 was left 1 in charge of a female ſervant. The 
plate was lodged at his banker” s. A letter 
: came to ſay that his lordſhip would be in | 
town on fuch a day, and defiring that the 
| plate might be got ready the evening before. 
The ſervant took the letter to my lord's bro- 
ther, who faid there was no doubt of the 
The banker expreſſed the 
5 lame certainty, and delivered the plate. 


The ſervant being apprehenſive of thieves, 


ſpoke to their butcher, who lent her a ſtout 
dog, v. hich was ſhut up in the room with the 
plate. Next morning a man was found dead 


* 


in 


dog; 
my! 
huſt 


abre 
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in the: room, his throat being torn out by the 
dog; and upon examination it proved to be 
my lord's brother. The matter was carefully 
huſhed, and a r pe that he v was . 
abroad. 


erxix. renxaxr. 


: \- 


Mr. Pennant is a e ingenious nd. 
pleaſing writer. His Tours diſplay a great 
variety of knowledge, expreſſed | in an engag- 
ing way. In private life I am told he has. 
ſome peculiarities, and even eccentricities. 


Among the latter may be claſſed his ſingular 


antipathy to a wig—which, however, he can 


ſuppreſs, till reaſon yield a little to wine. 1 5 


But when this is the caſe, off goes the wig 

next to him, and into the fire! 
Dining once at Cheſter with an er 115 

TY wore a wig, Mr. Pennant became half 


ſeas over; and another friend that was in 


company carefully placed hiimſelf between 
Pennant and wig, to prevent miſchief. After 
much patience, and many a wiſtful look, 


Pennant ſtarted up, ſeized the wig, and threw 
it into the fire. It was in a flames in a mo- 
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| ment, and ſo was the officer, who ran 00 bis 
ſword. Down ſtairs runs Pennant, and the 
officer after him, through all the ſtreets of 
- _ Cheſter. But Pennant eſcaped, from ſuperior 
local knowledge. A wag called this - — 
mant! 8 Tours in ae | 
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